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Written by a distinguished cast of contributors, Alan Turing: Life and Legacy of a
Great Thinker is the definitive collection of essays in commemoration of the 90th

birthday of Alan Turing. This fascinating text covers the rich facets of his life,
thoughts, and legacy, but also sheds some light on the future of computing
science with a chapter contributed by visionary Ray Kurzweil, winner of the
1999 National Medal of Technology. Further, important contributions come from
the philosopher Daniel Dennett, the Turing biographer Andrew Hodges, and from
the distinguished logician Martin Davis, who provides a first critical essay on an
emerging and controversial field termed "hypercomputation".
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Editorial Review

Review

From the reviews:

"This is a wonderful book, which does deliver what it promises; and that is no small feat. … One of the
things that I like in the book is its sense of fun. … It is beautifully written and contains a very nice survey of
an area that deserves to be better known to mathematicians. … Finally, the book is beautifully produced,
abundantly illustrated … . I recommend it to everyone interested in any aspect of Turing’s legacy … ." (S.C.
Coutinho, The Mathematical Gazette, Vol. 89 (516), 2005)

"This remarkable volume is the serendipitous result of Christof Teuscher realizing in September 2001 that
Turing would have celebrated his 90th birthday on June 23, 2002. … This book is the definitive collection of
commemorative essays, and the distinguished contributors have expertise in such diverse fields as artificial
intelligence, natural computing, mathematics, physics, cryptography, cognitive studies, philosophy and
anthropology. The volume spans the entire rich spectrum of Turing’s life, research work and legacy."
(Cryptologia, Vol. 29 (1), 2005)

"It is difficult to find the superlatives to describe the wonderful job the contributors to this book have done.
Every chapter is written in an expository fashion, demanding very little in the way of background knowledge
from any scientifically minded reader. The range of topics is also impressive … . I unreservedly recommend
this book to anyone even slightly interested in the continuing role of Turing’s work in the development of
computer science in particular, and ideas in general." (John L. Casti, nature, Issue 428, 2004)

From the Back Cover

Alan Turing's fundamental contributions to computing led to the development of modern computing
technology, and his work continues to inspire researchers in computing science and beyond. This book is the
definitive collection of commemorative essays, and the distinguished contributors have expertise in such
diverse fields as artificial intelligence, natural computing, mathematics, physics, cryptology, cognitive
studies, philosophy and anthropology.

The volume spans the entire rich spectrum of Turing's life, research work and legacy. New light is shed on
the future of computing science by visionary Ray Kurzweil. Notable contributions come from the
philosopher Daniel Dennett, the Turing biographer Andrew Hodges, and the distinguished logician Martin
Davis, who provides a first critical essay on an emerging and controversial field termed hypercomputation. A
special feature of the book is the play by Valeria Patera which tackles the scandal surrounding the last apple,
and presents as an enigma the life, death and destiny of the man who did so much to decipher the Enigma
code during the Second World War.

Other chapters are modern reappraisals of Turing's work on computability, and deal with the major
philosophical questions raised by the Turing Test, while the book also contains essays addressing his less



well-known ideas on Fibonacci phyllotaxis and connectionism.

About the Author

Christof Teuscher holds an electronic engineer degree and received the diploma degree in computer
engineering (equivalent to a MSCS degree) from the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology at Lausanne
(EPFL) in 2000. Since then, he has been a research and teaching assistant in the Logic Systems Laboratory at
EPFL, pursuing the Ph.D. degree in the field of biologically-inspired computing machines.

Christof Teuscher's work has been honored with several awards. His first book has been published by
Springer-Verlag in 2001: Turing's Connectionism: An Investigation of Neural Network Architectures. He
was head of the BioWall project that was widely covered by the media. Christof's second book - Alan
Turing: Life and Legacy of a Great Thinker - will be published in 2003. Christof has also been nominated for
a fellowship at the Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences at Stanford University.

Christof Teuscher is the initiator and organizer of the Turing Day and an organizer and program chair of the
5th International Workshop on Information Processing in Cells in Tissues, IPCAT2003. He is also a member
of the program committee of the 5th International Conference on Evolvable Systems: From Biology to
Hardware, ICES'03, of the 7th European Conference on Artificial Life, ECAL2003, and of the NASA/DoD
Conference on Evolvable Hardware, EH-2003.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Diana Brunswick:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading practice give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of reserve you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you
want sense happy read one having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the Alan
Turing: Life and Legacy of a Great Thinker is kind of book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Gregorio Leslie:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that need
more time to be examine. Alan Turing: Life and Legacy of a Great Thinker can be your answer given it can
be read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.



Gina Reiter:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real their
interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Alan Turing: Life and Legacy of a Great Thinker can make you truly
feel more interested to read.

Justin Pritchett:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. By book Alan Turing: Life and Legacy of a Great Thinker we can acquire more advantage. Don't that
you be creative people? Being creative person must love to read a book. Simply choose the best book that
acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this time book Alan Turing: Life
and Legacy of a Great Thinker. You can more desirable than now.
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