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Gavin Hardy and Laurence Totelin have brought together their botanical and
historical knowledge to produce this unique overview of ancient botany. It
examines all the founding texts of botanical science, such as Theophrastus'
Enquiry into Plants, Dioscorides' Materia Medica, Pliny the Elder's Natural
History, Nicolaus of Damascus' On Plants, and Galen' On Simple Remedies, but
also includes lesser known texts ranging from the sixth century BCE to the
seventh century CE, as well as some material evidence. The authors adopt a
thematic approach rather than a chronological one, considering important issues
such as the definition of a plant, nomenclature, classifications, physiology, the
link between plants and their environment, and the numerous usages of plants in
the ancient world. The book also takes care to place ancient botany in its
historical, social and economic context. The authors have explained all technical
botanical terms and ancient history notions, and as a result, this work will appeal
to historians of ancient science, medicine and technology; classicists; and
botanists interested in the history of their discipline.
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Gavin Hardy and Laurence Totelin have brought together their botanical and historical knowledge to
produce this unique overview of ancient botany. It examines all the founding texts of botanical science, such
as Theophrastus' Enquiry into Plants, Dioscorides' Materia Medica, Pliny the Elder's Natural History,
Nicolaus of Damascus' On Plants, and Galen' On Simple Remedies, but also includes lesser known texts
ranging from the sixth century BCE to the seventh century CE, as well as some material evidence. The
authors adopt a thematic approach rather than a chronological one, considering important issues such as the
definition of a plant, nomenclature, classifications, physiology, the link between plants and their
environment, and the numerous usages of plants in the ancient world. The book also takes care to place
ancient botany in its historical, social and economic context. The authors have explained all technical
botanical terms and ancient history notions, and as a result, this work will appeal to historians of ancient
science, medicine and technology; classicists; and botanists interested in the history of their discipline.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The book’s authors are keen to bring to bear modern botanical knowledge and understanding to the
phenomena described by the ancients. In that respect, Ancient Botany is a great marriage of the
ancient and the modern, helping to put modern-day botany in its historical context. Ancient Botany is a
work of true scholarship (in the old-fashioned sense), and contains loads of examples for incorporation
into lectures on a Plants and People course – and those dealing with plant taxonomy, anatomy,
morphology, physiology, cultivation, etc." - Nigel Chaffey, Annals of Botany Journal

 

"The authors' intent is to inform Greek and Roman scholars about the ancient knowledge of plants
and to inform today's plant scientists about the foundations of their field. The authors are careful to
explain scholarly conventions that are utilized, as these may not be familiar to most botanists. The text
contains abundant notes and an extensive bibliography. Both classical scholars and botanists are well-
served by this treatment. Summing Up: Recommended." - D. H. Pfister, Harvard University, in CHOICE

About the Author

F G Hardy (or Gavin Hardy) is a Tutor in the Office of Lifelong Learning at the University of Edinburgh,
UK.

Laurence Totelin is Lecturer in Ancient History at Cardiff University, UK.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Deanne Mohammed:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get great deal
of stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity
are there when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual book
you have read is Ancient Botany (Sciences of Antiquity Series).

Randal Gore:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your
mind skill or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find book that need



more time to be read. Ancient Botany (Sciences of Antiquity Series) can be your answer since it can be read
by a person who have those short spare time problems.

Joseph Levis:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you study
a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and soon. The
Ancient Botany (Sciences of Antiquity Series) provide you with new experience in reading a book.

Stephen Stansbury:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Ancient Botany (Sciences of Antiquity Series) can
be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your free time
by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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