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Who is Hindu, who is Muslim? The answer, according to Dominique-Sila Khan,
is not as simple as generally assumed. By analyzing documentary sources as well
as original field data, she examines the shaping of religious identities in South
Asia, particularly in North India. The author argues that the perception of Islam
and Hinduism as two monolithic and perpetually antagonistic faiths coexisting
uneasily in South Asia has become so deeply ingrained that the complexity of the
historical fabric is often overlooked or ignored. She demonstrates how the
emergence of clear-cut categories is a comparatively recent phenomenon, and
shows how the past is characterized by a remarkable fluidity and diversity in the
social and religious milieus of the two faiths. In exploring the historical
mechanisms that have led to the emergence and crystallization of religious
identities the author sheds light on the increasing number of conflicts which
threaten the harmonious co-existence of South Asian communities today.
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assumed. By analyzing documentary sources as well as original field data, she examines the shaping of
religious identities in South Asia, particularly in North India. The author argues that the perception of Islam
and Hinduism as two monolithic and perpetually antagonistic faiths coexisting uneasily in South Asia has
become so deeply ingrained that the complexity of the historical fabric is often overlooked or ignored. She
demonstrates how the emergence of clear-cut categories is a comparatively recent phenomenon, and shows
how the past is characterized by a remarkable fluidity and diversity in the social and religious milieus of the
two faiths. In exploring the historical mechanisms that have led to the emergence and crystallization of
religious identities the author sheds light on the increasing number of conflicts which threaten the
harmonious co-existence of South Asian communities today.
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Editorial Review

Review
The Muslim World Book Review, 25:4, 2005. Review by Yoginder Sikand: 'This book is a timely
contribution to the ongoing debate on religion and religious identity in contemporary South Asia.'

About the Author

Dominique-Sila Khan holds doctorates in Literature and Anthropology from the Sorbonne University in
Paris. She is currently working as an independent researcher in Jaipur, associated with the Institute of
Rajasthan Studies, specializing in Hindu-Muslim interactions in South Asia.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Shelia Coggins:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible Crossing the
Threshold: Understanding Religious Identities in South Asia? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You
know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do
you agree with the opinion or you have other opinion?

Sylvia Kirby:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important for people. The book Crossing the Threshold: Understanding Religious Identities
in South Asia had been making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The reserve Crossing the Threshold: Understanding
Religious Identities in South Asia is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to
become your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your guide.
Try to make relationship with all the book Crossing the Threshold: Understanding Religious Identities in
South Asia. You never truly feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Melissa Ray:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this Crossing the Threshold: Understanding
Religious Identities in South Asia book as this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the



information in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Beverly Thomas:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind expertise
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book that need
more time to be go through. Crossing the Threshold: Understanding Religious Identities in South Asia can be
your answer because it can be read by you who have those short free time problems.
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