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Ethicsin Ancient Israel isastudy of ethical thinking in ancient Israel from
around the eighth to the second century BC. The evidence for this consists
primarily of the Old Testament/Hebrew Bible and Apocrypha, but also other
ancient Jewish writings such as the Dead Sea Scrolls and various anonymous and
pseudonymous texts from shortly before the New Testament period. Professor
John Barton argues that there were several models for thinking about ethics,
including a'divine command' theory, something approximating to natural law, a
virtue ethic, and a belief in human custom and convention. Moreover, he
examinesideas of reward and punishment, purity and impurity, the status of
moral agents and patients, imitation of God, and the image of God in humanity.

Barton maintains that ethical thinking can be found not only in laws but also in
the wisdom literature, in the Psalms, and in narrative texts. There is much
interaction with recent scholarship in both English and German. The book
features discussion of comparative material from other ancient Near Eastern
cultures and a chapter on short summaries of moral teaching, such asthe Ten
Commandments. This innovative work should be of interest to those concerned
with the interpretation of the Old Testament but also to students of ethics.
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Ethicsin Ancient Israel isastudy of ethical thinking in ancient Israel from around the eighth to the second
century BC. The evidence for this consists primarily of the Old Testament/Hebrew Bible and Apocrypha, but
also other ancient Jewish writings such as the Dead Sea Scrolls and various anonymous and pseudonymous
texts from shortly before the New Testament period. Professor John Barton argues that there were several
models for thinking about ethics, including a 'divine command' theory, something approximating to natural
law, avirtue ethic, and a belief in human custom and convention. Moreover, he examines ideas of reward
and punishment, purity and impurity, the status of moral agents and patients, imitation of God, and the image
of God in humanity.

Barton maintains that ethical thinking can be found not only in laws but also in the wisdom literature, in the
Psalms, and in narrative texts. There is much interaction with recent scholarship in both English and German.
The book features discussion of comparative material from other ancient Near Eastern cultures and a chapter
on short summaries of moral teaching, such as the Ten Commandments. Thisinnovative work should be of
interest to those concerned with the interpretation of the Old Testament but also to students of ethics.
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Editorial Review
Review

"[N]o oneinterested in that subject will be able to ignore Barton's informative and illuminating discussions.”
--Theol ogy

"Barton's erudite demonstration of the rich diversity and sophistication of ethical thinking in ancient Isreal is
avaluable contribution to biblical scholarship and deserves awide hearing.”-- Bradley Gregory, Catholic
Biblical Assocation

About the Author

John Barton is Oriel & Laing Professor of the Interpretation of Holy Scripture, University of Oxford. His
publications include The Theology of the Book of Amos (Cambridge University Press, 2012) and Oracles of
God: Perceptions of Ancient Prophecy in Israel after the Exile (2007).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Henry Major:

This Ethicsin Ancient Isragl tend to be reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The
main reason of this Ethicsin Ancient Isragl can be among the great books you must have will be giving you
more than just simple examining food but feed you with information that perhaps will shock your before
knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditionsin e-
book and printed kinds. Beside that this Ethicsin Ancient Israel giving you an enormous of experience like
rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day activity. So , let's
have it and enjoy reading.

Judith Robinson:

This Ethicsin Ancient Israel is great publication for you because the content which can be full of
information for you who al always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This
specific book reveal it details accurately using great plan word or we can state no rambling sentences inside
it. Soif you are read that hurriedly you can have whole datain it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight
forward sentences but challenging core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Ethicsin
Ancient Israel in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, factsin it is not ridiculous one particular. We
can say that no e-book that offer you world within ten or fifteen tiny right but this book already do that. So ,



thisis good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt this?

Charles Branch:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people lovesto learn abook. When you learn a
book you can get alots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has alot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you have
read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself read afiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and soon. The Ethicsin
Ancient Israel provide you with a new experience in examining a book.

Holly Walker:

A number of people said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt thiswhen
they get a half elements of the book. Y ou can choose the particular book Ethicsin Ancient Israel to make
your personal reading isinteresting. Y our own skill of reading expertise is developing when you including
reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the opinion about book and
looking at especially. It isto be very first opinion for you to like to available abook and learn it. Beside that
the publication Ethicsin Ancient Israel can to be a newly purchased friend when you're experience alone and
confuse with the information must you're doing of their time.
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