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Legendary since his own time as a universal genius, Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz
(1646-1716) contributed significantly to almost every branch of learning, from
mathematics to ecumenical theology. But the part of his work that is most studied
today is probably his writings in metaphysics, which have been the focus of
particularly lively philosophical discussion in the last twenty years or so.

Leibniz's writings in metaphysics contain one of the great classic systems of
modern philosophy, but the system must be pieced together from a vast and
miscellaneous array of manuscripts, letters, articles, and books, in a way that
makes especially strenuous demands on scholarship. This book presents an in-
depth interpretation of three important parts of Leibniz's metaphysics, thoroughly
grounded in the texts as well as in philosophical analysis and critique. The three
areas discussed are the metaphysical part of Leibniz's philosophy of logic, his
essentially theological treatment of the central issues of ontology, and his theory
of substance (the theory of monads).
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Legendary since his own time as a universal genius, Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz (1646-1716) contributed
significantly to almost every branch of learning, from mathematics to ecumenical theology. But the part of
his work that is most studied today is probably his writings in metaphysics, which have been the focus of
particularly lively philosophical discussion in the last twenty years or so.

Leibniz's writings in metaphysics contain one of the great classic systems of modern philosophy, but the
system must be pieced together from a vast and miscellaneous array of manuscripts, letters, articles, and
books, in a way that makes especially strenuous demands on scholarship. This book presents an in-depth
interpretation of three important parts of Leibniz's metaphysics, thoroughly grounded in the texts as well as
in philosophical analysis and critique. The three areas discussed are the metaphysical part of Leibniz's
philosophy of logic, his essentially theological treatment of the central issues of ontology, and his theory of
substance (the theory of monads).
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Editorial Review

Review

"A thorough and well-researched book that deserves to be placed in every library, next to Russell's classic
Leibniz text."--Choice

"Professor Adams has produced a finely detailed and elaborately worked-out apology for the German
metaphysician....This is an austere and often daunting work which makes few concessions to those who are
not already closely interested in Leibniz's philosophy. Its range is impressive....On any showing, it must be
counted a formidable scholarly achievement."--The Times Literary Supplement

"Leibniz could not have hoped for a more thoughtful and penetrating, more careful, sensitive, and positive,
examination of his ideas than this....Given the evident `love of truth' exhibited in Adam's book, he surely
would have welcomed it."--The Times Higher Education Supplement

"...Adams has produced a work on Leibniz of outstanding significance. Adams deftly handles the massive
historical resources now available to Leibniz scholars, producing a major philosophical work which is a joy
to read."--The Review of Metaphysics

From the Back Cover
Legendary since his own time as a universal genius, Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz (1646-1716) contributed
significantly to almost every branch of learning. One of the creators of modern mathematics, and probably
the most sophisticated logician between the Middle Ages and Frege, as well as a pioneer of ecumenical
theology, he also wrote extensively on such diverse subjects as history, geology, and physics. But the part of
his work that is most studied today is his writings in metaphysics, which have been the focus of particularly
lively philosophical discussion in the last twenty years or so. The writings contain one of the great classic
systems of modern philosophy, but the system must be pieced together from a vast and miscellaneous array
of manuscripts, letters, articles, and books, in a way that makes especially strenuous demands on scholarship.
This book presents an in-depth interpretation of three important parts of Leibniz's metaphysics, thoroughly
grounded in the texts as well as in philosophical analysis and critique. The three areas discussed are the
metaphysical part of Leibniz's philosophy of logic, his essentially theological treatment of the central issues
of ontology, and his theory of substance (the famous theory of monads).

About the Author
Robert Adams is at Yale University.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Morris Reyna:

The book Leibniz: Determinist, Theist, Idealist make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to
make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting stress or having
big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading through a book Leibniz: Determinist,
Theist, Idealist to get your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your personal capable,
increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You could know everything if you like open up and
read a guide Leibniz: Determinist, Theist, Idealist. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or
encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this book?

Robert Bartlett:

The book Leibniz: Determinist, Theist, Idealist can give more knowledge and information about everything
you want. So why must we leave the good thing like a book Leibniz: Determinist, Theist, Idealist? A number
of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that book can give many info for us. It is absolutely
suitable. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can give for
each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Leibniz: Determinist, Theist, Idealist has simple shape
however you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by wide
open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

David Smith:

Here thing why this kind of Leibniz: Determinist, Theist, Idealist are different and trusted to be yours. First
of all reading through a book is good however it depends in the content of it which is the content is as
yummy as food or not. Leibniz: Determinist, Theist, Idealist giving you information deeper and different
ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no publication that similar with Leibniz: Determinist,
Theist, Idealist. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing this
happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in
park your car, café, or even in your technique home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the
paper book maybe the form of Leibniz: Determinist, Theist, Idealist in e-book can be your alternative.

Rhonda Joiner:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
Leibniz: Determinist, Theist, Idealist the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every
aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each and every word
written in a book then become one type conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get prior to. The
Leibniz: Determinist, Theist, Idealist giving you an additional experience more than blown away your mind
but also giving you useful data for your better life in this particular era. So now let us present to you the
relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading it, like
winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?
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