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Novelist, poet, playwright, and short story writer Joaquim Maria Machado de
Assis (1839–1908) is widely regarded as Brazil’s greatest writer, although his
work is still too little read outside his native country. In this first comprehensive
English-language examination of Machado since Helen Caldwell’s seminal 1970
study, K. David Jackson reveals Machado de Assis as an important world author,
one of the inventors of literary modernism whose writings profoundly influenced
some of the most celebrated authors of the twentieth century, including José
Saramago, Carlos Fuentes, and Donald Barthelme. Jackson introduces a hitherto
unknown Machado de Assis to readers, illuminating the remarkable life, work,
and legacy of the genius whom Susan Sontag called “the greatest writer ever
produced in Latin America” and whom Allen Ginsberg hailed as “another
Kafka.” Philip Roth has said of him that “like Beckett, he is ironic about
suffering.” And Harold Bloom has remarked of Machado that “he’s funny as
hell.”
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Editorial Review

About the Author

K. David Jackson is professor of Portuguese and director of undergraduate studies of Portuguese at Yale
University. He lives in Woodbridge, CT.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Linda Pillar:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Machado de Assis: A Literary Life (Major Figures in
Spanish and Latin American Literature and the Arts). You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading
a book. So long as we know about how is important some sort of book Machado de Assis: A Literary Life
(Major Figures in Spanish and Latin American Literature and the Arts). You can add understanding and of
course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can recognize
everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple point until
wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we are able to open a book as well as searching by internet
system. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's learn.

Virginia McNally:

This Machado de Assis: A Literary Life (Major Figures in Spanish and Latin American Literature and the
Arts) book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have
by reading this book is usually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get information which
is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This specific Machado de Assis: A Literary Life
(Major Figures in Spanish and Latin American Literature and the Arts) without we know teach the one who
looking at it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't always be worry Machado de Assis: A
Literary Life (Major Figures in Spanish and Latin American Literature and the Arts) can bring any time you
are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it inside your lovely
laptop even telephone. This Machado de Assis: A Literary Life (Major Figures in Spanish and Latin
American Literature and the Arts) having great arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not truly
feel uninterested in reading.

Roger Alford:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't work here is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside appearance likes.
Maybe you answer could be Machado de Assis: A Literary Life (Major Figures in Spanish and Latin
American Literature and the Arts) why because the excellent cover that make you consider with regards to



the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe
cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Tom Carter:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you examine a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, as well
as soon. The Machado de Assis: A Literary Life (Major Figures in Spanish and Latin American Literature
and the Arts) will give you new experience in studying a book.
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