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Trees of paradise: Exquisite illustrations of the tropical palm
 
On December 15, 1868, Carl Friedrich Philipp von Martius (1794–1868),
Professor of Botany at the University of Munich and director of the Royal
Botanic Garden, was carried to his grave in a coffin covered with fresh palm
leaves. The fronds were a reference to his groundbreaking Natural History of
Palms: a work in three volumes, published between 1823–1853.

This encyclopedic treasury of 240 exquisite chromolithographic
illustrations was based on Martius’s expeditions through Brazil and Peru. From
1817 to 1820, he traveled over 2,250 km (1,400 miles) through the Amazon
basin to investigate natural history and native tribes with zoologist Johann
Baptist von Spix.

The result was an unrivaled catalog of all known genera of the palm family,
outlining the modern classification of palms, describing all the palms of Brazil,
and producing the first maps of palm biogeography. Martius’s folio is unusual in
its inclusion of cross-sectioned diagrams, conveying the architecture of these
mighty trees, which central Europeans would have found hard to imagine
accurately. Equally remarkable are the color landscapes showing various
palms—often standing alone in simple and elegant beauty.
 
About the Series:
Bibliotheca Universalis — Compact cultural companions celebrating the
eclectic TASCHEN universe at an unbeatable, democratic price!
Since we started our work as cultural archaeologists in 1980, the name
TASCHEN has become synonymous with accessible, open-minded
publishing. Bibliotheca Universalis brings together nearly 100 of our all-time
favorite titles in a neat new format so you can curate your own affordable library
of art, anthropology, and aphrodisia.
Bookworm’s delight — never bore, always excite!
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Editorial Review

About the Author
H. Walter Lack is Director at the Botanic Garden and Botanic Museum Berlin-Dahlem and Professor at the
Free University of Berlin. A leading expert in the history of botany, his research interests focus in particular
upon the consequences of the global transfer of useful and ornamental plants from the point of view of our
cultural history. He is the author of TASCHEN’s Garden of Eden and The Book of Palms.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michael Watkins:

The book Martius: The Book of Palms gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You need to
use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting anxiety or
having big problem with the subject. If you can make studying a book Martius: The Book of Palms being
your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about
some or all subjects. You could know everything if you like start and read a publication Martius: The Book
of Palms. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how
do you think about this e-book?

Jenny Perez:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a
lot of new facts. When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of many ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Martius: The Book of Palms, you may tells your family, friends and soon about yours publication. Your
knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a book.

Ricky Bodkin:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or their
friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or maybe playing
video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read some sort
of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the
entire day to reading a e-book. The book Martius: The Book of Palms it is very good to read. There are a lot
of people that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. Should you did not
have enough space to create this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this
book from a smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book possesses high quality.



Daphne Jones:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library or make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or
real their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Martius: The Book of Palms can make you feel more interested to read.
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