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The Palestinian Muslim village of Artas is cradled in the lap of four mountains in
the Israeli-occupied West Bank. Although Artas has experienced the violence of
Israeli occupation, Spirits of Palestine does not focus exclusively on the villagers'
experiences of violence, terrorism, or loss. This ethnography looks instead at the
daily lives of Palestinian women and men and how they relate to tragedies and
difficulties both large and small. Through stories of possession by the jinn, spirits
that appear throughout the Koran, anthropologist Celia Rothenberg takes the
reader past the dramatic, violent world of street battles and stone-throwing to
more intimate realms of power?in homes and prisons, family and neighborhood
relations, and personal experiences of migration and diaspora. Rothenberg shows
how remarkably far-reaching jinn stories can be; they provide commentary on the
constructed nature of kinship, strong social mores, and those who are both on the
margins and at the center of a Palestinian community. Jinn stories remind us that
power in all its forms has gaps and inconsistencies. Spirits of Palestine is a truly
original ethnography and an essential addition to scholarship on Israel, Palestine,
and the Middle East that will be of interest to cultural anthropologists,
sociologists, and women's/gender studies scholars.
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The Palestinian Muslim village of Artas is cradled in the lap of four mountains in the Israeli-occupied West
Bank. Although Artas has experienced the violence of Israeli occupation, Spirits of Palestine does not focus
exclusively on the villagers' experiences of violence, terrorism, or loss. This ethnography looks instead at the
daily lives of Palestinian women and men and how they relate to tragedies and difficulties both large and
small. Through stories of possession by the jinn, spirits that appear throughout the Koran, anthropologist
Celia Rothenberg takes the reader past the dramatic, violent world of street battles and stone-throwing to
more intimate realms of power?in homes and prisons, family and neighborhood relations, and personal
experiences of migration and diaspora. Rothenberg shows how remarkably far-reaching jinn stories can be;
they provide commentary on the constructed nature of kinship, strong social mores, and those who are both
on the margins and at the center of a Palestinian community. Jinn stories remind us that power in all its forms
has gaps and inconsistencies. Spirits of Palestine is a truly original ethnography and an essential addition to
scholarship on Israel, Palestine, and the Middle East that will be of interest to cultural anthropologists,
sociologists, and women's/gender studies scholars.
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Editorial Review

Review
Rothenberg is a skilled analyst of jinn stories. . . . Rothenberg presents a picture of the jinn as a valuable
force in modern Artas. . . . Passionate, vengeful and impulsive . . . Spirits of Palestine is a valuable book . . .
and its publication could not be more timely, as Israel continues to confiscate Palestinian land at an
accelerating rate around Bethlehem, and the Separation Wall threatens to destroy the Artas Celia Rothenberg
has recorded. (Times Literary Supplement)

Spirits of Palestine is a highly original ethnography offering real insights into the complexities of
contemporary Palestinian village and spiritual life and, moreover, is a fascinating account. The old
anthropological division between emic and etic is at the heart of the discourse here, between local believe
and an outsider's contextualization, but it is extremely sensitively handled. The book is not only of interest to
anthropologists and sociologists, but also scholars and students of religion and health. (Palestine Exploration
Quarterly)

For the reader seeking to understand both the texture of Palestinian life and the possibilities for resisting
oppressive structures of power, Rothenberg offers an original perspective. (Journal Of Palestinian Studies)

In this richly textured and finely tuned ethnography of spirit possession in Artas, Rothenberg follows in the
grand anthropological tradition of Hilma Granqvist. Rothenberg is one of the few observers of Palestinian
society to forge beyond the visible domains of the exercise of power to inner spiritual worlds. Thus she
expands the parameters of Palestinian studies while carrying forward the anthropological approach to power
and the supernatural. Through an examination of the jinn (spirits), she connects the moral geography, family
dynamics and relations, gendered identities, and diasporic quality of Palestinian village life with the world of
spirits. (Julie Peteet, chair and associate professor of anthropology, University of Louisville)

About the Author
Celia Rothenberg is assistant professor of religious studies and health studies at McMaster University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Iris Robertson:

Here thing why this particular Spirits Of Palestine: Gender,Society, and Stories of the Jinn are different and
reputable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of the usb
ports which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Spirits Of Palestine: Gender,Society, and Stories of
the Jinn giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no
book that similar with Spirits Of Palestine: Gender,Society, and Stories of the Jinn. It gives you thrill reading
through journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is
perhaps can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in
your method home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form
of Spirits Of Palestine: Gender,Society, and Stories of the Jinn in e-book can be your alternate.



Anna Lewis:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or playing video
games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read the book. It is
really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day long to reading a
e-book. The book Spirits Of Palestine: Gender,Society, and Stories of the Jinn it is very good to read. There
are a lot of people who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. When you did not
have enough space bringing this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this
book from your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book offers high quality.

Harriette Corwin:

You can spend your free time to read this book this guide. This Spirits Of Palestine: Gender,Society, and
Stories of the Jinn is simple to create you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and soon. If you
did not possess much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you
much easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Jerold Niemi:

Beside this specific Spirits Of Palestine: Gender,Society, and Stories of the Jinn in your phone, it might give
you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you may got here
is fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow commune.
It is good thing to have Spirits Of Palestine: Gender,Society, and Stories of the Jinn because this book offers
for you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you don't get what it's interesting features
of. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here
cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book
and read it from right now!
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