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Straight James / Gay James, actor James Franco's new chapbook of poems,
explores the facets of his public and private personas. Straight James / Gay
James is a poetic bildungsroman--raw, candid, and uninhibited. James Franco
writes about life as an actor, sexuality, questions of identity, gender, family,
Gucci, Lana Del Rey, James Dean, and Hollywood. His poetic style varies from
the imagistic to the prosaic. The chapbook also contains an interview of "Gay
James" conducted by "Straight James." Yes, Straight James asks the question:
Let's get substantial: are you gay or what?
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Editorial Review

Review
The poems in Straight James /Gay James prove once more that James Franco will not be cornered nor ironed
flat by the manufacturers of American celebrity. By turns ruthless, moving, quirky, and enigmatic, Franco's
candor continues to be impressive. His divulgences of selfhood are composite, intelligent and distinctly
modern. They demonstrate emphatically that Franco is his own artist, and his own man. --Tony Hoagland,
author of Application for Release from the Dream: Poems

Hollywood, the land of artifice, make-believe, myth-making--in short, of the false self--has driven James
Franco to write a book of radical honesty. He does this not by debunking Hollywood, but by displaying
fiction-making, self-creation, as underlying all of human life--underlying our double/triple natures. What
burns through the writing as the book goes on is extraordinary candor and earnestness. This is art that
conceals great cunning and art. An ambitious, moving, ruthlessly uncompromised work. --Frank Bidart,
author of Metaphysical Dog: Poems

Straight James / Gay James is partly a hilarious send up of the celebrity interview and partly an earnest
investigation of gender and role playing, but most of all it's a deadly serious, uncompromising brief on art
and the artistic exercise of imaginative play whose vitality and necessity depends on being free, robust, open
and uninhibited. --Alan Shapiro, author of Reel to Reel

On film, James Franco has portrayed poets Allen Ginsberg, Hart Crane and C.K. Williams. In real life, James
Franco is an original American poet in his own right. Part of his singularity is the manner in which he melds
his artistic vision with his poetic verse. The other part is his willingness to experiment and expand the poetic
form. His new collection provides ample evidence of the new direction he is taking. This is his most
ambitious and successful to date.
--Gregg Barrios, author of I-DJ

About the Author
James Franco is an actor, director, writer, and visual artist. He is the author of two works of fiction, Palo Alto
and Actors Anonymous, and two books of collage of memoir, snapshots, poems, and artwork, A California
Childhood and Hollywood Dreaming. His poetry has appeared in a chapbook, Strongest of the Litter, and the
book, Directing Herbert White. His writing has also been published in Esquire, the Huffington Post,
McSweeney's, N+1, Vanity Fair, The New York Times and the Wall Street Journal. He has received MFAs in
fiction from Brooklyn College and Columbia, an MFA in film from New York University, an MFA in art
from Rhode Island School of Design, and an MFA in poetry from Warren Wilson College.

Franco's film appearances include Milk, Pineapple Express, This is the End, Spring Breakers, Oz, and 127
Hours, which earned him an Academy Award nomination. He portrayed poets Allen Ginsberg in the film
Howl, C.K. Williams in The Color of Time, and Hart Crane in The Broken Tower, a film Franco adapted and
directed. He has also adapted many poems into films that he has directed, including short films based on
"Herbert White" by Frank Bidart, the collection Black Dog, Red Dog by Stephen Dobyns, "The Clerk's Tale"
by Spencer Reece, and "The Feast of Stephen" by Anthony Hecht. Franco has also adapted to film the novels
As I Lay Dying, and Sound and the Fury by William Faulkner, Child of God by Cormac McCarthy, In
Dubious Battle by John Steinbeck, The Long Home by William Gay, and Zeroville by Steve Erickson.



He lives in New York and Los Angeles.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Qualls:

Here thing why that Straight James / Gay James are different and reputable to be yours. First of all looking at
a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content from it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or
not. Straight James / Gay James giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any book
out there but there is no reserve that similar with Straight James / Gay James. It gives you thrill reading
through journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is perhaps can be
happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your way home by train.
Should you be having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Straight James / Gay
James in e-book can be your substitute.

Michael Due:

Exactly why? Because this Straight James / Gay James is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve
waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book
close to it was fantastic author who write the book in such wonderful way makes the content within easier to
understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of advantages than
the other book get such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking method. So , still want to
postpone having that book? If I had been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Justin Davis:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Straight James / Gay James the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that
maybe mysterious for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a reserve
then become one application form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get ahead of. The
Straight James / Gay James giving you one more experience more than blown away your mind but also
giving you useful data for your better life with this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern this is
your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a game. Do you
want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Patricia Rivera:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is named of book
Straight James / Gay James. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it
could add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about
guide. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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