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Grades pre-K through 4th. A singular story celebrating language and the
improvisational spirit of jazz. While seeking directions to town, a scat-singing fly
picks up the animal sounds he hears from a frog, a hog, a donkey, and dog. Late
that night, at the insect jazz club, the fly uses these sounds to create a new way to
play jazz. He is last seen riding off in a fine stretch limousine.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
PreSchool-Grade 1-When a drummer fly gets lost on his way to a gig, he tries to get directions from a frog, a
pig, a donkey, and a dog, but none of them speaks his language. He finally finds his way to the club and all is
well until the Queen Bee demands "-a new BEAT/or this band is OUT!" The fly is stymied until he
remembers the retorts of the animals he heard on his way and uses those noises to create a whole new sound
that makes the band famous. The rhyming text includes scat refrains like "ZA-baza, BOO-zaba, ZEE-zah
RO-ni" that just beg to be read aloud. The unique illustrations, gray-toned pictures with contrasting hints of
pastel colors, were accomplished by scanning pencil sketches into a Macintosh computer and then re-
creating them with Adobe Illustrator. One spread features the gray figures of the bassist and saxophonist
spotlighted in green and pink, respectively. The text itself is cleverly designed. Words representing sounds
are portrayed as if they are coming right out of the animals' mouths in colored fonts. Together the
illustrations and book design give the whole enterprise the feel of jazz, even without musical
accompaniment. The accompanying CD is delightful. Gollub narrates with a jazzy beat, and the danceable
music perfectly accentuates the story. Children will love hearing this book read aloud and imitating the
animal sounds and other refrains. A natural for storytimes.
Tim Wadham, Maricopa County Library District, Phoenix, AZ
Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
A fly gets lost on his way to a performance, so he asks several animals how to get to town: "ZA-baza, BOO-
zaba, ZEE-zah RO-ni?" he asks. The frog, the hog, and the donkey don't understand Jazz Fly, but,
fortunately, the dog does. Arriving at the club, Jazz Fly sits down at his drums and begins to play,
incorporating the animal sounds into his music to great audience response. The story is slight but bouncy,
especially as it's told by the author on the accompanying audie CD, with the narration heightened by the
music of a jazz quartet. The illustrations are mostly black, white, and gray, with splashes of color to
accentuate the jazzy style. Susan Dove Lempke
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
The accompanying CD is delightful. Gollub narrates with a jazzy beat, and the danceable music perfectly
accentuates the story. Children will love hearing this book read aloud and imitating the animal sounds and
other refrains. A natural for storytimes.

Then, like a chef stirring dinner in a pot, he put it all together and dished it out hot: 'Zop. TING! Zop-a doom
baby. SWISH-zapa BOOM-zapa, ZEE-zah Ooooo! Matthew Gollub s Jazz Fly knows that the secret to cool
jazz is a hot mix of sounds that get an audience on its feet, moving and grooving along. Mixing some
unexpected jazz into the curriculum beyond music class engages students on a visceral level, appealing to
their creative side with its syncopated rhythms and soulful sounds.
--Joyce Adams Burner --School Library Journal

The art of improvisation, exuberantly explicated, introduces the American musical form. --Smithsonian's
Notable Books for Children

Jazz Fly sits down at his drums and begins to play, incorporating the animal sounds into his music to great
audience response. --Booklist

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gayle Collins:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new facts. When
you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of ways to share
the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you actually more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this The
Jazz Fly (book w/ audio CD), you may tells your family, friends and also soon about yours e-book. Your
knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a publication.

Joseph Jenkins:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking The Jazz Fly (book w/ audio CD) that
give your pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading behavior all over the
world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world much better then how they react toward the
world. It can't be stated constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants
to possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you
can pick The Jazz Fly (book w/ audio CD) become your starter.

Robert Shaw:

Beside this The Jazz Fly (book w/ audio CD) in your phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the
new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from your oven so
don't always be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have The
Jazz Fly (book w/ audio CD) because this book offers to you readable information. Do you oftentimes have
book but you don't get what it's all about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this with your hand.
The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to
miss that? Find this book along with read it from at this point!

Carlton Little:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose the particular book The Jazz Fly (book w/ audio CD) to
make your own personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading talent is developing when you including
reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the opinion about book and
looking at especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to available a book and learn it. Beside that the e-
book The Jazz Fly (book w/ audio CD) can to be your new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in
doing what must you're doing of that time.
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