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Whether you see the Bible as the living word of God, or as a highly significant
document from the ancient world, or as one of the classic works of world
literature, The Oxford Bible Commentary will put in your hands everything you
need to study and understand the biblical text.

Here is a monumental, line-by-line critical commentary on the Bible, covering all
the books that appear in the NRSV. An essential reference work, this definitive
book provides authoritative, non-denominational commentary written by an
international team of more than 70 leading scholars from various religious
backgrounds. Incorporating the latest research, the contributors examine the
books of the Bible in exhaustive detail, taking a historical-critical approach that
attempts to shed light on the scriptures by placing them in the context in which
their first audiences would have encountered them, asking how they came to be
composed and what were the purposes of their authors. The Commentary
includes a general introduction, extensive introductions to both testaments and
the Apocrypha, and briefer introductions to the particular books, plus an essay
with commentary on important post-biblical Jewish and Christian literature. Each
article concludes with a bibliography that points the reader toward the most
important supplemental works in English, including major reference works,
introductions, and so forth.

A truly stunning work of biblical scholarship, The Oxford Bible Commentary will
be an invaluable resource for pastors preparing a sermon, for students, for those
in study or discussion groups, and indeed for anyone--whether Jewish, Catholic,
Protestant, or Orthodox Christian--who seeks a clearer perspective on a text that
has been held in reverence for thousands of years. The OBC features a Logos
Library System CD-ROM that, once unlocked, gives the reader access to its text
and that of the New Revised Standard Version Bible. The CD is fully compatible
with all Logos products.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
The Bible stands in a category of its own among the world's literature. How you view the Bible, however,
depends on what spectacles you are wearing. Like statistics, the Bible can be used to prove almost anything.
As a result Bible commentaries are notorious for giving the author's particular angle on the Bible as if it is
the only viewpoint. In the case of The Oxford Bible Commentary the angle is "objectively academic." John
Muddiman and John Barton are the pair of Oxford dons who have put together the latest weighty book of
Biblical scholarship. Happily, they are aware of the limitations of academic comment and don't pretend the
book is more than it is. Contributing scholars are mostly British and American and most of them come from
a mainstream Protestant background. The articles are therefore polished, precise, and professionally
pedantic. No one can fault the meticulous scholarship and wealth of detailed content. That's just what you
want from a hefty Bible commentary. On the other hand, what struck me from dipping into this tome is how
slippery Biblical scholarship has become. At the turn of the last century Biblical criticism shot
fundamentalism full of holes, but the new generation of scholars have now shot the certainties of old
fashioned Biblical criticism full of holes. As a result the articles exhibit an odd mix of solid content with
honest supposition, guesswork, and shoulder shrugging. This actually makes the book better. It's refreshing
to read academics who admit their uncertainties. Their honesty allows some questions to remain open-ended,
and that's exciting for any serious Biblical student. --Dwight Longenecker, Amazon.co.uk

From Publishers Weekly
Oxford, the king of biblical reference works for scholars, releases the tome of all time in The Oxford Bible
Commentary, a line-by-line commentary edited by John Barton and John Muddiman. Its entries, penned by a
team of 70 scholars, are detailed and comprehensive. The volume includes a general introduction and shorter
introductions to each canonical book and to the Apocrypha. Students and scholars looking for a handy one-
volume reference will appreciate this resource, which is also a relative bargain in the expensive world of
biblical commentaries.

Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Every few years, a new Bible commentary or a new edition of an existing one appears. This allows new
voices to be added to the conversation and recent developments in biblical and related studies to be
showcased. For this volume, Barton (Holy Scripture, Oxford) and Muddiman (New Testament, Oxford)
chose more than 70 well-known and respected biblical scholars as contributors, many of whom have written
extensively in the area of their assignment. Though many of the contributions reflect moderate critical
scholarship, there are some surprises. For example, traditional attributions of authorship for James and 2
Peter are accepted. The content of this volume is similar to other one-volume commentaries, with two
notable exceptions. There are brief chapters on "Post-Biblical Jewish Literature" and "Extra-Cannical Early
Christian Literature," dealing with such writings as the Pseudepigrapha and the Dead Sea Scrolls and with
the New Testament Apocrypha and the Apostolic Fathers, respectively. These chapters contain excerpts but
no commentaries. Some contributors engage in interpretation of the text while not ignoring exegetical
details; others focus almost exclusively on the latter. Both approaches provide useful information, though
perhaps to different audiences. The only real drawback here is that while most chapters have bibliographies,
some are quite skimpy. Highly recommended for all academic and many public libraries. Craig W. Beard,
Univ. of Alabama at Birmingham Lib.
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Andrew Waite:

Inside other case, little people like to read book The Oxford Bible Commentary. You can choose the best
book if you like reading a book. Given that we know about how is important the book The Oxford Bible
Commentary. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely
right, since from book you can realize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will end up
known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can open a book or
perhaps searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel uninterested to go to
the library. Let's examine.

Jewel Tarr:

Here thing why this specific The Oxford Bible Commentary are different and reliable to be yours. First of all
examining a book is good however it depends in the content than it which is the content is as tasty as food or
not. The Oxford Bible Commentary giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find
any e-book out there but there is no publication that similar with The Oxford Bible Commentary. It gives you
thrill looking at journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is maybe
can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your method home by
train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of The Oxford Bible
Commentary in e-book can be your choice.

Cindy Johnson:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer might be The Oxford Bible Commentary why because the great cover
that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is
fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Ilene Bixler:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need more
time to be learn. The Oxford Bible Commentary can be your answer mainly because it can be read by an
individual who have those short free time problems.
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