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From Commedia dell’Arte came archetypal characters that are still with us today,
such as Harlequin and Pantalone, and the rediscovered craft of writing comic
dramas and masked theatre. From it came the forces that helped create and
influence Opera, Ballet, Pantomime, Shakespeare, Moliere, Lopes de Vega,
Goldoni, Meyerhold, and even the glove puppet, Mr Punch.

The Routledge Companion to Commedia dell’Arte is a wide-ranging volume
written by over 50 experts, that traces the history, characteristics, and
development of this fascinating yet elusive theatre form. In synthesizing the
elements of Commedia, this book introduces the history of the Sartori mask
studio; presents a comparison between Gozzi and Goldoni’s complicated and
adversarial approaches to theatre; invites discussions on Commedia’s relevance
to Shakespeare, and illuminates re-interpretations of Commedia in modern times.

The authors are drawn from actors, mask-makers, pedagogues, directors, trainers
and academics, all of whom add unique insights into this most delightful of
theatre styles. Notable contributions include:

•       Donato Sartori on the 20th century Sartori mask
•       Rob Henke on form and freedom
•       Anna Cottis on Carlo Boso
•       Didi Hopkins on One Man, Two Guv’nors  
•       Kenneth Richards on acting companies
•       Antonio Fava on Pulcinella
•       Joan Schirle on Carlo Mazzone-Clementi and women in Commedia
•       and M.A. Katritzky on images

Olly Crick is a performer, trainer and director, having trained in Commedia under
Barry Grantham and Carlo Boso. He is founder of The Fabulous Old Spot
Theatre Company.

Judith Chaffee is Associate Professor of Theatre at Boston University, and Head
of Movement Training for Actors. She trained in Commedia with Antonio Fava,
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Julie Goell, Stanley Allen Sherman, and Carlos Garcia Estevez.
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From Commedia dell’Arte came archetypal characters that are still with us today, such as Harlequin and
Pantalone, and the rediscovered craft of writing comic dramas and masked theatre. From it came the forces
that helped create and influence Opera, Ballet, Pantomime, Shakespeare, Moliere, Lopes de Vega, Goldoni,
Meyerhold, and even the glove puppet, Mr Punch.

The Routledge Companion to Commedia dell’Arte is a wide-ranging volume written by over 50 experts, that
traces the history, characteristics, and development of this fascinating yet elusive theatre form. In
synthesizing the elements of Commedia, this book introduces the history of the Sartori mask studio; presents
a comparison between Gozzi and Goldoni’s complicated and adversarial approaches to theatre; invites
discussions on Commedia’s relevance to Shakespeare, and illuminates re-interpretations of Commedia in
modern times.

The authors are drawn from actors, mask-makers, pedagogues, directors, trainers and academics, all of whom
add unique insights into this most delightful of theatre styles. Notable contributions include:

•       Donato Sartori on the 20th century Sartori mask
•       Rob Henke on form and freedom
•       Anna Cottis on Carlo Boso
•       Didi Hopkins on One Man, Two Guv’nors  
•       Kenneth Richards on acting companies
•       Antonio Fava on Pulcinella
•       Joan Schirle on Carlo Mazzone-Clementi and women in Commedia
•       and M.A. Katritzky on images

Olly Crick is a performer, trainer and director, having trained in Commedia under Barry Grantham and Carlo
Boso. He is founder of The Fabulous Old Spot Theatre Company.

Judith Chaffee is Associate Professor of Theatre at Boston University, and Head of Movement Training for
Actors. She trained in Commedia with Antonio Fava, Julie Goell, Stanley Allen Sherman, and Carlos Garcia
Estevez.
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From reader reviews:

Derek McCaleb:

The feeling that you get from The Routledge Companion to Commedia dell'Arte will be the more deep you
digging the information that hide in the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to be aware of but The Routledge Companion to Commedia dell'Arte giving you
excitement feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by
anyone who read this because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This book also makes your
own personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this kind of The Routledge Companion to
Commedia dell'Arte instantly.

Erik Hilyard:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new information. When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the
story how the people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When you
read this The Routledge Companion to Commedia dell'Arte, you can tells your family, friends along with
soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a reserve.

Anthony Lucas:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find
publication that need more time to be study. The Routledge Companion to Commedia dell'Arte can be your
answer because it can be read by anyone who have those short free time problems.

Shawn Stoltzfus:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of news. In this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social just like
newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add your



understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to find
the The Routledge Companion to Commedia dell'Arte when you needed it?
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