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The enormous loss of life and physical destruction caused by the First World
War led people to hope that there would never be another such catastrophe. How
then did it come to be that there was a Second World War causing twiceas much
loss of life and more destruction than any other previous conflict?

In this Very Short Introduction, Gerhard L. Weinberg provides an introduction to
the origins, course, and impact of the war on those who fought and the ordinary
citizens who lived through it. Starting by looking at the inter-war years and the
German invasion of Poland in September 1939, he examines how the war
progressed by examining a number of key events, including the war in the West
in 1940, Barbarossa, the German Invasion of the Soviet Union, the expansion of
Japan's war with China, developments on the home front, and the Allied victory
from 1944-45. Exploring the costs and effects of the war, Weinberg concludes by
considering the long-lasting mark World War II has left on society today.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These
pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our
expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to
make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Born in Hanover, Germany in 1928, Gerhard L. Weinberg spent from 1939 until September 1940 in
England. He moved to the USA and in 1944. He worked on the War Documentation Project, establishing the
project for microfilming and studying captured German documents. He has taught at the Universities of
Kentucky, Michigan, and North Carolina, retiring in 1999. Weinberg has held numerous positions in
professional organizations and has served on and chaired a number of US government advisory committees.
His books have earned him a number of prizes, fellowships, and two honorary doctoral degrees.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Patrick Perkins:

This book untitled World War II: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) to be one of several
books that will best seller in this year, this is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit
on it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail store or you can order it by using online. The
publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book
in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this book from your list.

Kayla Wilson:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
learn a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, as well
as soon. The World War II: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) offer you a new
experience in reading a book.

Gwen Anderson:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you
must do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of
several books in the top list in your reading list is definitely World War II: A Very Short Introduction (Very
Short Introductions). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning into
precious person. By looking right up and review this publication you can get many advantages.



Brenda Burrows:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book World War II: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) was colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book World War II: A
Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teenagers.
For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. So ,
not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the
best book to suit your needs and try to like reading this.
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