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No judgement of taste is innocent. In a word, we are all snobs. Pierre Bourdieu
brilliantly illuminates this situation of the middle class in the modern world.
France's leading sociologist focusses here on the French bourgeoisie, its tastes
and preferences. Distinction is at once a vast ethnography of contemporary
France and a dissection of the bourgeois mind.

In the course of everyday life people constantly choose between what they find
aesthetically pleasing and what they consider tacky, merely trendy, or ugly.
Bourdieu bases his study on surveys that took into account the multitude of social
factors that play a part in a Frenchperson's choice of clothing, furniture, leisure
activities, dinner menus for guests, and many other matters of taste. What
emerges from his analysis is that social snobbery is everywhere in the bourgeois
world. The different aesthetic choices people make are all distinctions-that is,
choices made in opposition to those made by other classes. Taste is not pure.
Bourdieu finds a world of social meaning in the decision to order bouillabaisse,
in our contemporary cult of thinness, in the "California sports" such as jogging
and cross-country skiing. The social world, he argues, functions simultaneously
as a system of power relations and as a symbolic system in which minute
distinctions of taste become the basis for social judgement.

The topic of Bourdieu's book is a fascinating one: the strategies of social
pretension are always curiously engaging. But the book is more than fascinating.
It is a major contribution to current debates on the theory of culture and a
challenge to the major theoretical schools in contemporary sociology.
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No judgement of taste is innocent. In a word, we are all snobs. Pierre Bourdieu brilliantly illuminates this
situation of the middle class in the modern world. France's leading sociologist focusses here on the French
bourgeoisie, its tastes and preferences. Distinction is at once a vast ethnography of contemporary France and
a dissection of the bourgeois mind.

In the course of everyday life people constantly choose between what they find aesthetically pleasing and
what they consider tacky, merely trendy, or ugly. Bourdieu bases his study on surveys that took into account
the multitude of social factors that play a part in a Frenchperson's choice of clothing, furniture, leisure
activities, dinner menus for guests, and many other matters of taste. What emerges from his analysis is that
social snobbery is everywhere in the bourgeois world. The different aesthetic choices people make are all
distinctions-that is, choices made in opposition to those made by other classes. Taste is not pure. Bourdieu
finds a world of social meaning in the decision to order bouillabaisse, in our contemporary cult of thinness,
in the "California sports" such as jogging and cross-country skiing. The social world, he argues, functions
simultaneously as a system of power relations and as a symbolic system in which minute distinctions of taste
become the basis for social judgement.

The topic of Bourdieu's book is a fascinating one: the strategies of social pretension are always curiously
engaging. But the book is more than fascinating. It is a major contribution to current debates on the theory of
culture and a challenge to the major theoretical schools in contemporary sociology.
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Editorial Review

Review
A book of extraordinary intelligence. (Irving Louis Horowitz Commonweal)

One of the more distinguished contributions to social theory and research in recent years...There is in this
book an account of culture, and a methodology of its study, rich in implication for a diversity of fields of
social research. The work in some ways redefines the whole scope of cultural studies. (Anthony Giddens
Partisan Review)

Bourdieu's analysis transcends the usual analysis of conspicuous consumption in two ways: by showing that
specific judgments and chokes matter less than an esthetic outlook in general and by showing, moreover, that
the acquisition of an esthetic outlook not only advertises upper-class prestige but helps to keep the lower
orders in line. In other words, the esthetic world view serves as an instrument of domination. It serves the
interests not merely of status but of power. It does this, according to Bourdieu, by emphasizing individuality,
rivalry, and 'distinction' and by devaluing the well-being of society as a whole. (Christopher Lasch Vogue)

Language Notes
Text: English, French (translation)

From the Back Cover
This is at once a vast ethnography of contemporary France and a dissection of the bourgeois mind. The
subject is the study of culture, and the objective is most ambitious: to provide an answer to the problems
raised by Kant's Critique Of Judgment by showing why no judgment of taste is innocent.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mollie Walker:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title Distinction: A Social
Critique of the Judgement of Taste suitable to you? The actual book was written by popular writer in this era.
The particular book untitled Distinction: A Social Critique of the Judgement of Tasteis the main one of
several books in which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired lots of people in the world. When
you read this reserve you will enter the new age that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their
thought in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to understand the core of this reserve. This book
will give you a lots of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world within
this book.

Ruth Santiago:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with their



story or maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of them is this
Distinction: A Social Critique of the Judgement of Taste.

Elizabeth Morris:

The reason? Because this Distinction: A Social Critique of the Judgement of Taste is an unordinary book that
the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you with the secret this
inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who write the book in such incredible way
makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning totally.
So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This book
will give you a lot of gains than the other book have such as help improving your proficiency and your
critical thinking means. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were you I will go to the guide store
hurriedly.

Eugene Ruano:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Distinction: A Social Critique of the
Judgement of Taste guide written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that may
be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still doubt Distinction: A Social
Critique of the Judgement of Taste as good book not only by the cover but also with the content. This is one
guide that can break don't judge book by its protect, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick
that!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to one more
sixth sense.
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