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Building and architecture has developed a language of its own, with terms and
jargon that can confuse an expert let alone an outsider. Misunderstandings over
what a word means can be irritating but unimportant, but could in the worst cases
be costly or even dangerous.

Traditional building dictionaries rely on the reader to already know what the
correct word is, and that's not always the case. Roxanna McDonald's technique is
radically different, and makes full use of the power of visual communication to
convey information. Each stage of the building and design process is illustrated,
and each hand-drawn illustration is carefully labelled with the relevant technical
terms, to ensure that each term is used correctly and consistently by everyone
working on a project.

The 'Illustrated Building Pocket Book' is a radical approach to the age-old
problem of the ambiguous use of technical language in building and architecture.
By using drawings – which leave little room for ambiguity – clarity, safety and
certainty can be achieved.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
Building and architecture has developed a language of its own, with terms and jargon that can be confusing.
Misunderstandings over what a word means can be irritating but unimportant, but could in the worst cases be
costly or even dangerous.

Traditional building dictionaries rely on the reader to already know what the correct word is, which is not
always the case. Roxanna McDonald's technique is radically different, and makes full use of the power of
visual communication to convey information. Each stage of the building and design process is illustrated,
and each hand-drawn illustration is carefully labelled with the relevant technical terms, ensuring that each
term is used correctly and consistently by everyone working on a project.

The 'Illustrated Building Pocket Book' is a radical approach to the age-old problem of ambiguous use of
technical language in building and architecture. By using drawings - which leave little room for ambiguity -
clarity, safety and certainty can be achieved. It is an extremely handy guide for all those involved in building,
renovation and adaptation including builders, engineers, surveyors and architects and an ideal reference for
students studying in these areas.

Roxanna McDonald is a practising architect. She works in the UK, France and
Eastern Europe advising on a wide range of professional issues ranging from the conservation of historic
buildings to the re-building of infrastructure damaged by natural and man-made disasters and building-
related environmental issues.

About the Author
Born and brought up in Romania, trained as an architect at Ion Mincu Institute of Architecture in Bucharest.
Graduated from Architectural Assocation School in London and postgraduate diploma in building
conservation. Own architectural practice in the UK from 1983-92, mainly carrying out conservation and
restoration work. Registered with Ordre des Architectes Francais in Paris in 1992 and restored and converted
historic buildings in France. Extensive work in Eastern Europe including development of Romanian
Electrical Energy Ministry network of standardised buildings for power stations. From 1998 has been
architectural consultant for a leading British charity, working to rebuild childcare infrastructure in Eastern
Europe.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Anne Stewart:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They
may be reading whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person
who don't like examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or



exercise. Well, probably you will need this Illustrated Building Pocket Book (Routledge Pocket Books).

Jeanne Gonzales:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about the
information about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of them
is this Illustrated Building Pocket Book (Routledge Pocket Books).

Hubert Drummond:

The publication with title Illustrated Building Pocket Book (Routledge Pocket Books) has a lot of
information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. That book exist new
expertise the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world currently. That is
important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you with new
era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the idea
anywhere you want.

Virginia Hughes:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different
you can read some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you
can spent all day every day to reading a e-book. The book Illustrated Building Pocket Book (Routledge
Pocket Books) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These folks
were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the
particular e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to fund
but this book offers high quality.
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