
One Green Apple

By Eve Bunting

One Green Apple By Eve Bunting

Farah feels alone, even when surrounded by her classmates. She listens and nods
but doesn’t speak. It’s hard being the new kid in school, especially when you’re
from another country and don’t know the language. Then, on a field trip to an
apple orchard, Farah discovers there are lots of things that sound the same as they
did at home, from dogs crunching their food to the ripple of friendly laughter. As
she helps the class make apple cider, Farah connects with the other students and
begins to feel that she belongs.

Ted Lewin’s gorgeous sun-drenched paintings and Eve Bunting’s sensitive text
immediately put the reader into another child’s shoes in this timely story of a
young Muslim immigrant.
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Farah feels alone, even when surrounded by her classmates. She listens and nods but doesn’t speak. It’s hard
being the new kid in school, especially when you’re from another country and don’t know the language.
Then, on a field trip to an apple orchard, Farah discovers there are lots of things that sound the same as they
did at home, from dogs crunching their food to the ripple of friendly laughter. As she helps the class make
apple cider, Farah connects with the other students and begins to feel that she belongs.

Ted Lewin’s gorgeous sun-drenched paintings and Eve Bunting’s sensitive text immediately put the reader
into another child’s shoes in this timely story of a young Muslim immigrant.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Grade 1-4–As a Muslim girl rides in a hay wagon heading to an apple orchard on a class trip, the dupatta on
her head setting her apart, she observes that while some of the children seem friendly, others are not. Her
father has explained, …we are not always liked here. Our home country (never named in the story) and our
new one have had difficulties. Later, when she puts a green apple into the cider press instead of a ripe red
one as her classmates have done, they protest. But the cider from all their apples mixed together is
delicious–a metaphor for the benefits of intermingling people who are different. Lewin's watercolors radiate
sunlight and capture the gamut of emotions that Farah experiences on this challenging second day in her new
school in the U.S. They show her downcast silence and sense of isolation because she can't speak the
language, her shy smile when a classmate befriends her, and, finally, her triumphant smile as she speaks one
of her first English words, App-ell. This story, along with Bernard Wolf's Coming to America: A Muslim
Family's Story (Lee & Low, 2003), can heighten youngsters' awareness of what it must be like to feel
different and alone and that each person has something unique to contribute to the good of all.–Marianne
Saccardi, formerly at Norwalk Community College, CT
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
*Starred Review* Gr. 1-3. This poignant, attractive offering fills a growing need for picture books about
contemporary immigrants of Arab descent, without limiting its relevance to a single ethnic group. On her
"second day in the new school in the new country," Farah, who cannot speak English, joins her class on a
field trip to an apple orchard, where she enjoys the sunny day but feels desperately isolated, "tight inside
[herself]." Though Farah wears a headscarf and knows that there are "difficulties" between her native and
adoptive countries, specifics of religion and politics never distract from the child's experiences: the hay
smelling of "dry sunshine," the spark of optimism kindled when classmates accept her help at the cider press.
Young readers will respond as much to Bunting's fine first-person narrative as to Lewin's double-page,
photorealistic watercolors, which, though occasionally stiff, plainly show the intelligence behind Farah's
silent exterior. The old-fashioned assimilation metaphor Farah sees in the cider-making experience ("I will
blend with the others the way my apple blended with the cider") needn't have been so overt, but with its
large, read-aloud-friendly trim size and its age-appropriate premise, this book will work beautifully for
teachers hoping to foster empathy for immigrant students, or for use in furthering character education aims.
Jennifer Mattson
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

"This poignant, attractive offering fills a growing need for picture books about contemporary immigrants of
Arab descent." Booklist, ALA, Starred Review

"A story of contrasts, ONE GREEN APPLE...leaves the reader with...[Farah's] first step...on a journey of
change." Bookpage

"[A] gentle story about being new and different, with the author delivering her message in her classically
subtle style." Kirkus Reviews

"Bright, sunny watercolors evoke the sensory joys of an orchard...the text conveys both Farah's initial

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


trepidation and eventual pleasure." Horn Book Guide

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Sanders:

Now a day folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book.
Studying a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this One Green Apple book
because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per-cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Deborah Browning:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like One Green Apple which is having
the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.

Christopher Gaul:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This One Green Apple can be the respond to, oh
how comes? The new book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-
new era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Ruth Hill:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library
as well as to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's
heart and soul or real their leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library.
They go to right now there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important,
boring in addition to can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very
important for yourself. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise
word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this One Green Apple can make you sense
more interested to read.
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