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Completely revised and updated, this new edition of Terror in the Mind of God
incorporates the events of September 11, 2001 into Mark Juergensmeyer's
landmark study of religious terrorism. Juergensmeyer explores the 1993 World
Trade Center explosion, Hamas suicide bombings, the Tokyo subway nerve gas
attack, and the killing of abortion clinic doctors in the United States. His personal
interviews with 1993 World Trade Center bomber Mahmud Abouhalima,
Christian Right activist Mike Bray, Hamas leaders Sheik Yassin and Abdul Azis
Rantisi, and Sikh political leader Simranjit Singh Mann, among others, take us
into the mindset of those who perpetrate and support violence in the name of
religion.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
This dark, enthralling book not only documents the global rise of religious terrorism but seeks to understand
the "odd attraction of religion and violence." Juergensmeyer bases his study on scholarly sources, media
accounts and personal interviews with convicted terrorists. He exercises caution with the term "terrorist,"
preferring to emphasize the large religious community of supporters who make violent acts possible rather
than the relatively small number who carry them out. Juergensmeyer identifies certain "cultures of violence"
via case studies along the spectrum of Christianity, Judaism, Islam, Hinduism, Sikhism and Buddhism. Such
religious communities often perceive themselves and their way of life as under attack. In Japan, for example,
a new branch of "socially prophetic" Buddhists released toxic sarin gas in the Tokyo subway system in 1995,
shattering their own nonviolent ethic and harming thousands because they had adopted millenarian
prophecies about an imminent end to the world. Juergensmeyer is a powerful, skillful writer whose deeply
empathic interviewing techniques allow readers to enter the minds of some of the late 20th century's most
feared religious terrorists. Yet he is also a sensitive scholar who aptly dissects religious terrorism as a
sociological phenomenon. Later chapters pay special attention to issues of "performance violence," enemy
formation, martyrology, satanization and "images of cosmic confrontation." (Feb.)
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"Written well and engagingly for a popular audience."--Jonathan Groner, "Washington Post Book World"

From the Inside Flap

"By studying different 'cultures of violence' Mark Juergensmeyer has provided a plausible and imaginative
interpretation of this phenomenon. He presents a lucid and compelling argument that does not belittle or
demonize its subjects. This is an important contribution to our knowledge of the relationship between
religion and violence."—Martha Crenshaw, editor of Terrorism in Context

"In this important book Juergensmeyer argues that the violence associated with religion is not an aberration
but comes from the fundamental structures of the belief system of all major religions. Juergensmeyer has
achieved what very few scholars can do with much success, providing an insightful analysis of the function
of religion in national and international life while moving in broad sweeps from culture to culture and
continent to continent."—Ainslie T. Embree, former cultural attaché, United States Embassy, New Delhi

"Half of the world's thirty most dangerous terrorist groups claim religion as their motivation. How can the
word of God sanction acts of terror against human beings ? How can violence become a sacred duty ? These
are the questions at the heart of Mark Juergensmeyer's calm, lucid, insightful and compassionate book. What
sets it apart is Juergensmeyer's dedicated attempt to talk to former terrorists and work his way into their state
of mind. His book shines light on the dark places from which terror springs." — Michael Ignatieff, author of
The Warrior's Honour: Ethnic War and the Modern Conscience

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Jose Brummitt:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all know that that
book is very important for us. The book Terror in the Mind of God: The Global Rise of Religious Violence
(Comparative Studies in Religion and Society) ended up being making you to know about other knowledge
and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The book Terror in
the Mind of God: The Global Rise of Religious Violence (Comparative Studies in Religion and Society) is
not only giving you a lot more new information but also to get your friend when you experience bored. You
can spend your current spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship while using book Terror in
the Mind of God: The Global Rise of Religious Violence (Comparative Studies in Religion and Society).
You never truly feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

James Adcock:

This Terror in the Mind of God: The Global Rise of Religious Violence (Comparative Studies in Religion
and Society) book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you
will get by reading this book is information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get details which
is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. That Terror in the Mind of God: The Global
Rise of Religious Violence (Comparative Studies in Religion and Society) without we understand teach the
one who reading it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Terror in the Mind
of God: The Global Rise of Religious Violence (Comparative Studies in Religion and Society) can bring
once you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in the
lovely laptop even telephone. This Terror in the Mind of God: The Global Rise of Religious Violence
(Comparative Studies in Religion and Society) having great arrangement in word along with layout, so you
will not sense uninterested in reading.

Gary Copeland:

This Terror in the Mind of God: The Global Rise of Religious Violence (Comparative Studies in Religion
and Society) usually are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The main reason
of this Terror in the Mind of God: The Global Rise of Religious Violence (Comparative Studies in Religion
and Society) can be among the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple
reading food but feed a person with information that might be will shock your preceding knowledge. This
book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions both in e-book and
printed types. Beside that this Terror in the Mind of God: The Global Rise of Religious Violence
(Comparative Studies in Religion and Society) forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich
vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it
appreciate reading.

William Looney:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of various ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more imaginative. When



you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the people
do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Terror in the
Mind of God: The Global Rise of Religious Violence (Comparative Studies in Religion and Society), you
can tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make
them reading a publication.
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