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An intriguing look at teen pregnancy from a three-time Newbery Honor
winning author

Feni is furious when she finds out that her mother has agreed to take a fifteen-
year-old pregnant girl into their home until her baby is born. What kind of girl
would let herself get into so much trouble? How can Feni live under the same
roof as someone like that? Her worst fears are confirmed when Rebecca arrives:
she is mean, bossy, and uneducated. Feni decided she will have nothing to do
with her. But it’s hard not to be curious about a girl so close to her own age who
seems so different…
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
In PW 's words, "Woodson's deep understanding of and concern for the role of black women in society is
evident as she eloquently introduces the reader to teenage pregnancy, alternate lifestyles and adoption in her
moving, powerful story." Ages 12-up.
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews
Second-novelist Woodson (the well-received Last Summer with Maison, 1990) gives thoughtful
consideration to the impact of a pregnant teenager on the 12-year-old daughter of a friend who takes her in.
Afeni (Swahili for ``Dear One'') is still coping with her grandmother's death and her parents' divorce when
her mother invites Rebecca, 15, daughter of a childhood friend who now lives in Harlem, to share their
suburban home until her baby is born. Rebecca finds it as hard to deal with a group of caring women (which
includes recovering alcoholics and a lesbian couple) as Afeni does to share her room with a stranger whose
concerns are her boyfriend and the baby she's about to give up. Still, in their time together the two form a
bond that enables each to grow in understanding and love. Minimal plot, but the characterizations are rich,
warm, and memorable; Woodson draws a frank, realistic picture of a community of African-American
women who thrive while bravely confronting a myriad of problems and life situations. Though the writing is
occasionally a little slapdash, this is a strong, original, and life-affirming book. (Fiction. 12+) -- Copyright
©1991, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

Review
"Woodson's deep understanding of and concern for the role of black women in society is evident as she
eloquently introduces the reader to teenage pregnancy, alternate lifestyles and adoption in her moving,
powerful story."

This is a strong, original, and life-affirming book. ("Kirkus Reviews ") Woodsonas deep understanding of
and concern for the role of black women in society is evident as she eloquently introduces the reader to
teenage pregnancy, alternate lifestyles and adoption in her moving, powerful story. ("Publishers Weekly")

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Drennan:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them is this The
Dear One.



Linda McGrane:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get great
deal of stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity have you got when
the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the particular book you have read will
be The Dear One.

Rosie Zimmerman:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its handle may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer could be The Dear One why because the excellent cover that make you
consider concerning the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the
outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Irene Robertson:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.
You can observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended
to you is The Dear One this reserve consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now.
This kind of book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer
value to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some exploration when he makes this book.
That's why this book suited all of you.
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