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The Handmaid's Tale is a novel of such power that the reader will be unable to
forget its images and its forecast. Set in the near future, it describes life in what
was once the United States and is now called the Republic of Gilead, a
monotheocracy that has reacted to social unrest and a sharply declining birthrate
by reverting to, and going beyond, the repressive intolerance of the original
Puritans. The regime takes the Book of Genesis absolutely at its word, with
bizarre consequences for the women and men in its population.

The story is told through the eyes of Offred, one of the unfortunate Handmaids
under the new social order. In condensed but eloquent prose, by turns cool-eyed,
tender, despairing, passionate, and wry, she reveals to us the dark corners behind
the establishment’s calm facade, as certain tendencies now in existence are
carried to their logical conclusions. The Handmaid's Tale is funny, unexpected,
horrifying, and altogether convincing. It is at once scathing satire, dire warning,
and a tour de force. It is Margaret Atwood at her best.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
In a startling departure from her previous novels ( Lady Oracle , Surfacing ), respected Canadian poet and
novelist Atwood presents here a fable of the near future. In the Republic of Gilead, formerly the United
States, far-right Schlafly/Falwell-type ideals have been carried to extremes in the monotheocratic
government. The resulting society is a feminist's nightmare: women are strictly controlled, unable to have
jobs or money and assigned to various classes: the chaste, childless Wives; the housekeeping Marthas; and
the reproductive Handmaids, who turn their offspring over to the "morally fit" Wives. The tale is told by
Offred (read: "of Fred"), a Handmaid who recalls the past and tells how the chilling society came to be. This
powerful, memorable novel is highly recommended for most libraries. BOMC featured alternate. Ann H.
Fisher, Radford P.L., Va.
Copyright 1986 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"The most poetically satisfying and intense of all Atwood's novels."-Maclean's

"The Handmaid's Tale is in the honorable tradition of Brave New World and other warnings of dystopia. It's
imaginative even audacious, and conveys a chilling sense of fear and menace."-The Globe and Mail

"The Handmaid's Tale brings out the very best in Atwood--moral vision, biting humor, and a poet's
imagination."-Chatelaine

From the Paperback edition.

Review
'The Handmaid's Tale is both a superlative exercise in science fiction and a profoundly felt moral story'
Angela Carter 'Out of a narrative shadowed by terror, glam sharp perceptions, brilliant intense images and
sardonic wit' Peter Kemp, Independent 'The images of brilliant emptiness are one of the most striking aspects
of this novel about totalitarian blindness...the effect is chilling' Sunday Times 'Compulsively readable' Daily
Telegraph

Users Review

From reader reviews:

William Marquis:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a guide. Book has
a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Beside that
you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A publication The Handmaid's Tale will make you to always
be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think which
open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they can be thought like
that? Have you seeking best book or appropriate book with you?



Dennis Carson:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or details even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Handmaid's Tale is our recommendation
so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Pedro Lewis:

This The Handmaid's Tale is fresh way for you who has fascination to look for some information mainly
because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or
else you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this The Handmaid's Tale can be the light food for
you because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by anyone. These books acquire itself in
the form and that is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think
that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is not any in
reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually.
So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book style for your better life as well as knowledge.

Melissa Cox:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Handmaid's Tale was vibrant and of
course has pictures on the website. As we know that book The Handmaid's Tale has many kinds or category.
Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think that
you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it can make you
feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that.
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