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Mama Ruby's known for taking things that aren't rightfully hers, like her best
friend's stillborn infant, who she brought back to life and christened Maureen.
She's also rumored to have done away with her husband. Some fear her, others
try their best to avoid her. But Mama Ruby doesn't pay them any mind. Not when
she's got the one gift God gave her--her precious baby girl.
But growing up with a mama like Ruby is enough to make any half-sane girl
wish for something--anything--else. And when Maureen gets the chance to
explore the "real" world, you can bet she's going to take it. . .and run like hell.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Originally published in 1985, Mary Monroe's engaging debut novel, The Upper Room, features Ruby
Montgomery, an obese, indomitable character who steals her best friend's baby daughter and flees to rural
Florida, where she establishes herself as an almost mythical figure. The dialogue and setting are reminiscent
of Zora Neale Hurston, but the story has a bizarre, violent edge … la Stephen King. Fantastic and
exaggerated, the novel may seem dated in its descriptions of race and sex, but it is a candid portrayal of the
cold-blooded yet fascinating Mama Ruby.

Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Mama Ruby is the seventh daughter of a seventh daughter, with healing hands and an inconceivably vengeful
spirit. After successfully bringing her best friend's stillborn baby to life, she claims the child as her own and
runs away to a migrant settlement in the Everglades. Mama Ruby's ever-increasing girth and unhealthy
dependence on her daughter, Maureen, cause her to make choices and decisions that are both troubling and
foolish. Mama Ruby makes sure that Maureen is treated special by giving her the upper room of the house. It
becomes Maureen's special place and is off-limits to most people, especially men. As Maureen grows into a
beautiful woman, she begins to have desires of a life outside of Mama Ruby's watchful eye and of a city far
away. It takes an unthinkable series of events for Maureen and Mama Ruby to accept the other's ways and
needs. A chilling story that is bound to astound Monroe's fans. Lillian Lewis
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Margie Turner:

Within other case, little people like to read book The Upper Room (A Mama Ruby Book 1). You can choose
the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a book The Upper
Room (A Mama Ruby Book 1). You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by just a
book. Absolutely right, since from book you can know everything! From your country until foreign or
abroad you may be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we are
able to open a book as well as searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you
feel weary to go to the library. Let's go through.

Juan Higgins:

The book untitled The Upper Room (A Mama Ruby Book 1) contain a lot of information on that. The writer
explains your ex idea with easy way. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not
really worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was compiled by famous author. The author provides
you in the new era of literary works. You can read this book because you can continue reading your smart
phone, or program, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book,

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


you can start their official web-site and order it. Have a nice go through.

Ruth Mullins:

This The Upper Room (A Mama Ruby Book 1) is fresh way for you who has curiosity to look for some
information because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more
you know or perhaps you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this The Upper Room (A Mama
Ruby Book 1) can be the light food in your case because the information inside this kind of book is easy to
get through anyone. These books build itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, that's why I
mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this
e-book is the answer. So there is no in reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are looking
for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and
also knowledge.

Josefina Roundtree:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled update of news.
Within this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the The Upper Room (A Mama Ruby Book 1) when you required it?
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