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The strength and prestige of democracy worldwide at the end of the twentieth
century are due in good measure to the impact of America on international
affairs, argues Tony Smith. Here for the first time is a book that documents the
extraordinary history of American foreign policy with respect to the promotion of
democracy worldwide, an effort whose greatest triumph came in the occupations
of Japan and Germany but whose setbacks include interventions in Latin
America and Vietnam.
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Editorial Review

Review
"[Smith's] account of the 20th century is just about as close to unputdownable as it gets in the genre of
political history, and ends up advocating what seems to be an appropriate level of optimism for what
remains, after all, a terrifying and chaotic world."--Washington Post

"America's Mission provides a comprehensive historical review of the record of American liberal
internationalism. Tony Smith argues persuasively that liberal internationalism is not a cultural quirk of
unsophisticated Americans. Rather, it has built on powerful global historical trends. The liberal
internationalist streak in American foreign policy has, in turn, been responsible for shaping a liberal world
order conducive to American security and economic interests."--Francis Fukuyama, New Republic

"This work, formidable in scope and scholarship, is a rousing defense of liberal Wilsonian internationalism. .
. . [Smith's] historical account [of attempts to implant democracy] is accompanied by a sophisticated analysis
of the perspectives on democratization of Marxists, comparativists, and realists, who hold respectively, says
the author, that the United States will not, cannot, and should not promote democracy worldwide."--David
C. Hendrickson, Foreign Affairs

"Smith elegantly ties explanation of the past to prescription for the future. No other contemporary political
scientist . . . has connected those two dimensions to this subject so well."--Mark P. Lagon, Perspectives on
Political Science

"America's Mission is a book with a mission. It's aim . . . is nothing less than to overthrow the hitherto
dominant theory dealing with American foreign affairs and to put in its place a different one."--Theodore
Draper, New York Review of Books

"This contentious study of US foreign policy is sure to generate new debates about the ideals and realities
that inspire and legitimize US foreign policy."--Choice

From the Back Cover

"A historically sweeping, theoretically ambitious study of American attempts at promoting liberal democracy



abroad, this is the most subtle and thorough examination of a "mission" that has had more than its share of
successes, halts, detours, and deviations. No student of America in this world will be able to ignore it: there
is simply no comparable volume."--Stanley Hoffmann, Chairman, Center for European Studies, Dillon
Professor of the Civilization of France

"No one concerned with America's role in the world can afford to ignore the powerful argument and
impressive scholarship of this landmark study."--Ronald Steel, University of Southern California, School
of International Relations

"Breathtaking in its coverage. . . . The author combines historical narrative with political analysis in dazzling
fashion, particularly on Woodrow Wilson, whose pragmatic idealism is the leitmotif of this book."--Arthur
S. Link, Princeton University

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Clemencia Torres:

This America's Mission: The United States and the Worldwide Struggle for Democracy in the Twentieth
Century (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) book is simply not ordinary book, you have
after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book will be information inside
this publication incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information
you will get. That America's Mission: The United States and the Worldwide Struggle for Democracy in the
Twentieth Century (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) without we know teach the one
who studying it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't be worry America's Mission: The United
States and the Worldwide Struggle for Democracy in the Twentieth Century (Princeton Studies in
International History and Politics) can bring when you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn
out to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This America's Mission:
The United States and the Worldwide Struggle for Democracy in the Twentieth Century (Princeton Studies
in International History and Politics) having fine arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not
really feel uninterested in reading.

Maureen Daniels:

Do you one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys that
aren't like that. This America's Mission: The United States and the Worldwide Struggle for Democracy in the
Twentieth Century (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) book is readable by simply you
who hate the straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience
without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer associated with
America's Mission: The United States and the Worldwide Struggle for Democracy in the Twentieth Century
(Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) content conveys the idea easily to understand by a
lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different by means of it. So ,



do you continue to thinking America's Mission: The United States and the Worldwide Struggle for
Democracy in the Twentieth Century (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) is not loveable
to be your top checklist reading book?

Randy Hunter:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this book. This America's Mission: The United States and
the Worldwide Struggle for Democracy in the Twentieth Century (Princeton Studies in International History
and Politics) is simple to create you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If
you did not have got much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is
make you better to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Robert King:

You can find this America's Mission: The United States and the Worldwide Struggle for Democracy in the
Twentieth Century (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) by go to the bookstore or Mall.
Merely viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for your knowledge.
Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by means of written or printed but also can you enjoy this book
by simply e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about
your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try
to choose right ways for you.
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