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Installation art is an evolving, often ephemeral medium that defies rigid
categorization. It has also radically transformed the concepts of space, time, and
the experience of art. The conservation field is faced with unique challenges over
how best to manage and preserve the essence of these works. How detailed can
documentation get? When does the replacement of original components become
acceptable? How does the field cope with the obsolescence of certain
technologies? By exploring the questions and dilemmas facing those who care
for art installations, this book intends to raise awareness and promote discussion
about the various conservation approaches for these works.

This volume is the English edition of the first book published in Italy to address
the history and conservation of installation art. With an introduction by noted art
historian Germano Celant, it includes essays by museum director and art
historian Marina Pugliese—tracing the evolution of this art form, beginning with
the experimental exhibitions of the early twentieth century—and by
contemporary art conservator Barbara Ferriani, who addresses the problems
associated with the assembly and installation of these works as well as their re-
presentation and conservation. Other expert contributors address the specific
nature of video installations, the role of interviews with living artists, and tools
and techniques for documenting ephemeral works of art. The second part of the
book is dedicated to specific installations by artists such as Mario Merz, Anselm
Kiefer, and Bill Viola, whose works exemplify this unique art form.
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Installation art is an evolving, often ephemeral medium that defies rigid categorization. It has also radically
transformed the concepts of space, time, and the experience of art. The conservation field is faced with
unique challenges over how best to manage and preserve the essence of these works. How detailed can
documentation get? When does the replacement of original components become acceptable? How does the
field cope with the obsolescence of certain technologies? By exploring the questions and dilemmas facing
those who care for art installations, this book intends to raise awareness and promote discussion about the
various conservation approaches for these works.

This volume is the English edition of the first book published in Italy to address the history and conservation
of installation art. With an introduction by noted art historian Germano Celant, it includes essays by museum
director and art historian Marina Pugliese—tracing the evolution of this art form, beginning with the
experimental exhibitions of the early twentieth century—and by contemporary art conservator Barbara
Ferriani, who addresses the problems associated with the assembly and installation of these works as well as
their re-presentation and conservation. Other expert contributors address the specific nature of video
installations, the role of interviews with living artists, and tools and techniques for documenting ephemeral
works of art. The second part of the book is dedicated to specific installations by artists such as Mario Merz,
Anselm Kiefer, and Bill Viola, whose works exemplify this unique art form.
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Editorial Review

Review

“In the past 20 years, fewer than 10 books have been published on this subject. . . . The documentation
strategies introduced—and then applied to a series of installations described in terms of media, space, artist’s
vision, and future—make a significant and unique contribution to the discipline.”—Choice

“Comprehensive.”—Book News

About the Author

Barbara Ferriani is a conservator and teaches conservation of contemporary art at the University of Ca’
Foscari in Venice and at the Università Statale in Milan. Marina Pugliese is an art historian specializing in
contemporary art techniques and conservation and the director of the Museo del Novecento (Museum of
Twentieth-Century Art) in Milan.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Susan Martinez:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading habit give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on
what kind of e-book you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but
if you want feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The Ephemeral
Monuments: History and Conservation of Installation Art is kind of e-book which is giving the reader
capricious experience.

Luis Herrick:

This book untitled Ephemeral Monuments: History and Conservation of Installation Art to be one of several
books that best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of
benefit onto it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retailer or you can order it via online. The
publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book
in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this publication from your list.

Eric Saunders:

The book untitled Ephemeral Monuments: History and Conservation of Installation Art is the reserve that
recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to an



individual. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The copy writer was did a lot of research when write the book, hence the information that they
share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Ephemeral Monuments:
History and Conservation of Installation Art from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

William Henderson:

The reason? Because this Ephemeral Monuments: History and Conservation of Installation Art is an
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will distress you with
the secret that inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey
the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to
regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book include such as help
improving your talent and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I
had been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.
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