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This third, revised and augmented edition of Peter Rietbergen’s highly acclaimed
Europe: A Cultural History provides a major and original contribution to the
study of Europe. From ancient Babylonian law codes to Pope Urban’s call to
crusade in 1095, and from Michelangelo on Italian art in 1538 to Sting’s songs in
the late twentieth century, the expressions of the culture that has developed in
Europe are diverse and wide-ranging. This exceptional text expertly connects this
variety, explaining them to the reader in a thorough and yet highly readable style.

Presented chronologically, Europe: A Cultural History examines the many
cultural building blocks of Europe, stressing their importance in the formation of
the continent’s ever-changing cultural identities. Starting with the beginnings of
agricultural society and ending with the mass culture of the early twenty-first
century, the book uses literature, art, science, technology and music to examine
Europe’s cultural history in terms of continuity and change. Rietbergen looks at
how societies developed new ways of surviving, believing, consuming and
communicating throughout the period. His book is distinctive in paying particular
attention to the ways early Europe has been formed through the impact of a
variety of cultures, from Celtic and German to Greek and Roman. The role of
Christianity is stressed, but as a contested variable, as are the influences from, for
example, Asia in the early modern period and from American culture and Islamic
immigrants in more recent times.

Since anxieties over Europe's future mount, this third edition text has been
thoroughly revised for the late twentieth and early twenty-first centuries.
Moreover, it now also includes a 'dossier' of some seventeen essay-like vignettes
that highlight cultural phenomena said to be characteristic of Europe: social
solidarity, capitalism, democracy and so forth. With a wide selection of
illustrations, maps, excerpts of sources and even lyrics from contemporary songs
to support the arguments, this book both serves the general reader as well as
students of historical and cultural studies.
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This third, revised and augmented edition of Peter Rietbergen’s highly acclaimed Europe: A Cultural History
provides a major and original contribution to the study of Europe. From ancient Babylonian law codes to
Pope Urban’s call to crusade in 1095, and from Michelangelo on Italian art in 1538 to Sting’s songs in the
late twentieth century, the expressions of the culture that has developed in Europe are diverse and wide-
ranging. This exceptional text expertly connects this variety, explaining them to the reader in a thorough and
yet highly readable style.

Presented chronologically, Europe: A Cultural History examines the many cultural building blocks of
Europe, stressing their importance in the formation of the continent’s ever-changing cultural identities.
Starting with the beginnings of agricultural society and ending with the mass culture of the early twenty-first
century, the book uses literature, art, science, technology and music to examine Europe’s cultural history in
terms of continuity and change. Rietbergen looks at how societies developed new ways of surviving,
believing, consuming and communicating throughout the period. His book is distinctive in paying particular
attention to the ways early Europe has been formed through the impact of a variety of cultures, from Celtic
and German to Greek and Roman. The role of Christianity is stressed, but as a contested variable, as are the
influences from, for example, Asia in the early modern period and from American culture and Islamic
immigrants in more recent times.

Since anxieties over Europe's future mount, this third edition text has been thoroughly revised for the late
twentieth and early twenty-first centuries. Moreover, it now also includes a 'dossier' of some seventeen
essay-like vignettes that highlight cultural phenomena said to be characteristic of Europe: social solidarity,
capitalism, democracy and so forth. With a wide selection of illustrations, maps, excerpts of sources and
even lyrics from contemporary songs to support the arguments, this book both serves the general reader as
well as students of historical and cultural studies.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Europe: A Cultural History does not just provide an accessible and lively account of European
cultural thought and practice from prehistory to the present; more importantly, it also offers a
sustained reflection on what the idea of 'Europe' has meant to different people at different times. Peter
Rietbergen's book is a superb one-volume introduction to European cultural history."

Paul Stock, London School of Economics and Political Science, UK

"Peter Rietbergen’s fluently written book is an insightful account of the cultural history of Europe, its
multiple cultural identities and its continuously changing webs of significance. Rietbergen draws on an
impressive array of source material to examine the transformation of Europe from its earliest
developments to the challenges it today confronts. Europe: A Cultural History is highly recommended
reading for students and researchers of European culture and its history."

Hannu Salmi, University of Turku, Finland

"This book remains a reliable, stimulating and readable guide to many aspects of European cultural
history. It is Peter Rietbergen's own idiosyncratic selection of material and ideas, and it provides us
with an original and entertaining take on an immense spread of material."

Michael Wintle, University of Amsterdam, The Netherlands

"Nuanced, non-teleological and critically distinguishing, yet comprehensive and remarkably readable,
Rietbergen’s history of European culture will be an unavoidable reference point for any serious debate
on its topic for years to come."

Bertel Nygaard,  Aarhus University, Denmark

"Peter Rietbergen presents a book, which is unlike the standard textbooks on the cultural history of
Europe. Instead of just summing up names, dates and facts, it offers the reader a provocative personal
reflection on the incredibly rich and highly varied contents of the European heritage. It will serve as
an eye-opener for all those students who aspire to look beyond the main narrative into the primary
sources of Western thought. Therefore, this book can be an invaluable tool in higher education."

Henk Kern, Leiden University, The Netherlands

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Raul Joyner:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important usually. The book Europe: A Cultural History seemed to be making
you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages
for you. The publication Europe: A Cultural History is not only giving you a lot more new information but
also to get your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your e-
book. Try to make relationship while using book Europe: A Cultural History. You never feel lose out for
everything when you read some books.

Sonja Johnson:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you read this Europe: A
Cultural History, you could tells your family, friends and also soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can
inspire the mediocre, make them reading a reserve.

Deanna Stewart:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-book
that need more time to be examine. Europe: A Cultural History can be your answer mainly because it can be
read by you actually who have those short extra time problems.

Katie Duffy:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of several books in the
top checklist in your reading list is actually Europe: A Cultural History. This book that is certainly qualified
as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking way up and review
this book you can get many advantages.
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