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Few people beyond the shores of Taiwan are aware that it is home to a
population of indigenous peoples who for more than fifteen thousand years have
lived on the island. Over the years, through the Chinese imperial period, the
Japanese occupation, and for most of the twentieth century, the indigenous
peoples of Taiwan were marginalized and deprived of rights. However, with the
lifting of martial law in 1987, new government policies regarding ethnic groups,
and growing interest in Taiwan's aboriginal peoples, indigenous writing began to
blossom. With its intense and lyrical explorations of a fading culture, indigenous
writing has become an important topic of discussion in Taiwanese literary circles.

This collection of indigenous literature is the first such anthology in English. In
selecting the stories, essays, and poems for the anthology, the editors provide a
representative sampling from each of Taiwan's nine indigenous tribes. The
writers explore such themes as the decline of traditional ways of life in Taiwan's
aboriginal communities, residual belief in ancestral spirits, assimilation into a
society dominated by Han Chinese, and the psychological and economic
encroachment of the outside world. Their writings offer previously unheard
perspectives on the plight of aboriginal cultures and the experiences of
Taiwanese minorities.

John Balcom has included an introduction to provide the reader with background
information on Taiwan's indigenous peoples. The introduction addresses the
origins of Taiwan's Austronesian peoples and general information on their
culture, languages, and history. A discussion of the growth and development of
indigenous literature, its sociolinguistic and cultural significance, and the
difficulties faced by such writers is also included.
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Few people beyond the shores of Taiwan are aware that it is home to a population of indigenous peoples who
for more than fifteen thousand years have lived on the island. Over the years, through the Chinese imperial
period, the Japanese occupation, and for most of the twentieth century, the indigenous peoples of Taiwan
were marginalized and deprived of rights. However, with the lifting of martial law in 1987, new government
policies regarding ethnic groups, and growing interest in Taiwan's aboriginal peoples, indigenous writing
began to blossom. With its intense and lyrical explorations of a fading culture, indigenous writing has
become an important topic of discussion in Taiwanese literary circles.

This collection of indigenous literature is the first such anthology in English. In selecting the stories, essays,
and poems for the anthology, the editors provide a representative sampling from each of Taiwan's nine
indigenous tribes. The writers explore such themes as the decline of traditional ways of life in Taiwan's
aboriginal communities, residual belief in ancestral spirits, assimilation into a society dominated by Han
Chinese, and the psychological and economic encroachment of the outside world. Their writings offer
previously unheard perspectives on the plight of aboriginal cultures and the experiences of Taiwanese
minorities.

John Balcom has included an introduction to provide the reader with background information on Taiwan's
indigenous peoples. The introduction addresses the origins of Taiwan's Austronesian peoples and general
information on their culture, languages, and history. A discussion of the growth and development of
indigenous literature, its sociolinguistic and cultural significance, and the difficulties faced by such writers is
also included.
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Editorial Review

Review
This book, smartly produced by Columbia University Press, will put Taiwan's indigenous writers on the map
for a new class of reader. (Taipei Times)

With this volume... [the editors] have places the literature of the indigenous nations of Taiwan on the map.
(Erika Kaneko Asian Folklore Studies)

About the Author
John Balcom is an associate professor and head of the Chinese program in the Graduate School of
Translation and Interpretation at the Monterey Institute of International Studies. He is the translator of twelve
books, including Li Qiao's Wintry Night and Chang Hsi-kuo's City Trilogy. Yingtsih Balcom is an assistant
professor at the Defense Language Institute, Monterey. Her translations of Western and Chinese literature
have appeared in many journals, including Renditions, the Chinese Pen, and Chung Wai Literary Monthly.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Nancy Adams:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Indigenous Writers of Taiwan: An
Anthology of Stories, Essays, and Poems (Modern Chinese Literature from Taiwan) e-book written by well-
known writer who knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who have read the
book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your
current hunger then you still doubt Indigenous Writers of Taiwan: An Anthology of Stories, Essays, and
Poems (Modern Chinese Literature from Taiwan) as good book not just by the cover but also with the
content. This is one publication that can break don't determine book by its protect, so do you still needing a
different sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you
have to listening to another sixth sense.

Annie Hendricks:

The book untitled Indigenous Writers of Taiwan: An Anthology of Stories, Essays, and Poems (Modern
Chinese Literature from Taiwan) contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains the woman idea with
easy way. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read
that. The book was written by famous author. The author will bring you in the new age of literary works. It is
possible to read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book in
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site along with
order it. Have a nice read.



Patrick Adkins:

Beside this specific Indigenous Writers of Taiwan: An Anthology of Stories, Essays, and Poems (Modern
Chinese Literature from Taiwan) in your phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from oven so don't
possibly be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Indigenous
Writers of Taiwan: An Anthology of Stories, Essays, and Poems (Modern Chinese Literature from Taiwan)
because this book offers for you readable information. Do you often have book but you don't get what it's
exactly about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here
cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this
book along with read it from today!

Jessie Davis:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they get a
half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book Indigenous Writers of Taiwan: An Anthology
of Stories, Essays, and Poems (Modern Chinese Literature from Taiwan) to make your current reading is
interesting. Your current skill of reading expertise is developing when you like reading. Try to choose very
simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the impression about book and studying
especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to available a book and go through it. Beside that the e-book
Indigenous Writers of Taiwan: An Anthology of Stories, Essays, and Poems (Modern Chinese Literature
from Taiwan) can to be your friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of
their time.
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