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How does graduate admissions work? Who does the system work for, and who
falls through its cracks? More people than ever seek graduate degrees, but little
has been written about who gets in and why. Drawing on firsthand observations
of admission committees and interviews with faculty in 10 top-ranked doctoral
programs in the humanities, social sciences, and natural sciences, education
professor Julie Posselt pulls back the curtain on a process usually conducted in
secret.

Inside Graduate Admissions presents admissions from decision makers’ point of
view, including thought-provoking episodes of committees debating the process,
interviewing applicants, and grappling with borderline cases. Who ultimately
makes the admit list reveals as much about how professors see themselves?and
each other?as it does about how they view students. Professors in these programs
say that they admit on merit, but they act on different meanings of the term.
Disciplinary norms shape what counts as merit, as do professors’ ideas about
intelligence and their aversions to risk, conflict, ambiguity, and change.
Professors also say that they seek diversity, but Posselt shows that their good
intentions don’t translate into results. In fact, faculty weigh diversity in only a
small fraction of admissions decisions. Often, they rely upon criteria that keep
longstanding inequalities in place.

More equitable outcomes occur when admissions committees are themselves
diverse and when members take a fresh look at inherited assumptions that affect
their judgment. To help academic departments promote transparency and
accountability, Posselt closes with concrete strategies to improve admissions
review.
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Editorial Review

Review
A pleasure to read. Posselt offers a deep and compelling take on graduate admissions procedures and
practices?a topic that has received little attention, despite a relatively large body of work on undergraduate
admissions. This book will undoubtedly be of great interest to scholars from a broad array of disciplines,
particularly when it comes to the practicalities of conducting admissions work. (Laura T. Hamilton, co-
author of Paying for the Party)

Inside Graduate Admissions is an important and exceedingly well-written book. Posselt enters a closely
guarded corner of academic work, illuminating one of the most pressing policy questions of our time: how to
diversify higher education student bodies, and through that, the intellectual, political, and professional
leadership of our nation. (Anna Neumann, author of Professing to Learn)

Politicians, judges, journalists, parents and prospective students subject the admissions policies of
undergraduate colleges and professional schools to considerable scrutiny, with much public debate over
appropriate criteria. But the question of who gets into Ph.D. programs has by comparison escaped much
discussion. That may change with the publication of Inside Graduate Admissions…While the departments
reviewed in the book remain secret, the general process used by elite departments would now appear to be
more open as a result of Posselt’s book. (Scott Jaschik Inside Higher Ed 2016-01-06)

Revealing…Provide[s] clear, consistent insights into what admissions committees look for. (Beryl Lieff
Benderly Science 2016-03-02)

About the Author
Julie R. Posselt is Assistant Professor of Education at the University of Southern California.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kenneth Hand:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book Inside Graduate Admissions: Merit, Diversity, and
Faculty Gatekeeping. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Provided that we know
about how is important the book Inside Graduate Admissions: Merit, Diversity, and Faculty Gatekeeping.
You can add understanding and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, mainly
because from book you can learn everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you may be
known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we are able to open a book
or maybe searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel uninterested to go
to the library. Let's read.

Ryan Daggett:

The book untitled Inside Graduate Admissions: Merit, Diversity, and Faculty Gatekeeping is the book that



recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to anyone.
The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The
author was did a lot of research when write the book, and so the information that they share to you is
absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Inside Graduate Admissions: Merit, Diversity, and
Faculty Gatekeeping from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Regina Wingler:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, due
to the fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel,
comics, in addition to soon. The Inside Graduate Admissions: Merit, Diversity, and Faculty Gatekeeping
provide you with a new experience in reading a book.

Marc Dean:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more precious than other.
Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the books in the top list in
your reading list is definitely Inside Graduate Admissions: Merit, Diversity, and Faculty Gatekeeping. This
book which can be qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning out to be precious
person. By looking upwards and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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