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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
In his preface, Newbery Honor book author Myers ( Scorpions ; Fallen Angels ) notes that Malcolm X's
pivotal impact on the civil rights movement of the '60s was the result of his distinctive, dramatic approach:
"It was Malcolm's anger, his biting wit, his dedication, that put the hard edge on the movement, that provided
the other side of the sword, not the handle of acceptance and nonviolence, but the blade." Appropriately, it is
with incisive, precise prose that the author chronicles the labyrinthine path of Malcolm's life, from his 1925
birth in Omaha to his assassination in Harlem 40 years later. Seamlessly fusing historical notes on the era
with the activist's story, Myers tells of Malcolm's childhood, which was greatly influenced by his father, a
disciple of Marcus Garvey; his life as a youth on the streets of Harlem and Boston, where he was convicted
of burglary; his self-education while imprisoned for more than six years; his crucial role in and eventual split
from the Nation of Islam; and his pilgrimage to Mecca, which inspired his Organization of Afro-American
Unity, established "to unify Africans on an international basis." The inclusion of quotations from Malcolm
X's eloquent autobiography brings an added dimension to Myers's account and successfully rounds out this
carefully researched portrait of a deeply devoted individual. Ages 10-up.
Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
Grade 5 Up-- Myers organizes Malcolm X's life into four stages: his childhood; his adolescence; his period
of working under Elijah Mohammad; and his life after breaking with the Nation of Islam. Throughout, his
experiences and actions are presented in a broader social context, from the beliefs of Marcus Garvey, who
exerted such an influence upon Malcolm's parents, to the culture of adolescent black males in the 1930s and
1940s, to the contrasts between the Nation of Islam's views and those of Martin Luther King, Jr, with all the
shadings in between. The author discusses the evolution in Malcolm's character, as his belief in Islam
gradually taught him that not all whites were the enemies of African-Americans. He strikes a good balance
between his subject's personal life and broader social issues and movements. Myers does not judge whether
or not Malcolm X's views were better than those of King, but rather shows how both appealed to specific
audiences and contributed to the struggles of the 1960s. Surprisingly, though, there is very little discussion of
current controversies that have emerged from the two points of view. Black-and-white photographs and a
reproduction of a page from Malcolm's extensive FBI file help readers to visualize the key personages and
events in America's past. Myers's evenhanded approach will provoke thought and discussion among reluctant
readers, who may find Jack Rummel's fact-laden Malcolm X (Chelsea, 1989) slow going. --Lyn Miller-
Lachmann, Siena College Library, Loudonville, NY
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

About the Author

Walter Dean Myers is the 2012 - 2013 National Ambassador for Young People's Literature. He is the
critically acclaimed New York Times bestselling author an award-winning body of work which includes,
SOMEWHERE IN THE DARKNESS, SLAM!, and MONSTER. Mr. Myers has received two Newbery
Honor medals, five Coretta Scott King Author Awards, and three National Book Award Finalists citations. In
addition, he is the winner of the first Michael L. Printz Award. He lives in Jersey City, New Jersey.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Alberto Turcotte:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible Malcolm X: By
Any Means Necessary? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your
time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have other
opinion?

William Rose:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with
their story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write
about the data about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them is this
Malcolm X: By Any Means Necessary.

Anna Baron:

Malcolm X: By Any Means Necessary can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We all
recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in
language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort
to get every word into joy arrangement in writing Malcolm X: By Any Means Necessary yet doesn't forget
the main stage, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource details that maybe you can
be one of it. This great information can drawn you into completely new stage of crucial contemplating.

Ronda Powers:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Malcolm X: By Any Means
Necessary which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.
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