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Nasser's Gamble draws on declassified documents from six countries and
original material in Arabic, German, Hebrew, and Russian to present a new
understanding of Egypt's disastrous five-year intervention in Yemen, which
Egyptian president Gamal Abdel Nasser later referred to as "my Vietnam." Jesse
Ferris argues that Nasser's attempt to export the Egyptian revolution to Yemen
played a decisive role in destabilizing Egypt's relations with the Cold War
powers, tarnishing its image in the Arab world, ruining its economy, and driving
its rulers to instigate the fatal series of missteps that led to war with Israel in
1967.

Viewing the Six Day War as an unintended consequence of the Saudi-Egyptian
struggle over Yemen, Ferris demonstrates that the most important Cold War
conflict in the Middle East was not the clash between Israel and its neighbors. It
was the inter-Arab struggle between monarchies and republics over power and
legitimacy. Egypt's defeat in the "Arab Cold War" set the stage for the rise of
Saudi Arabia and political Islam.

Bold and provocative, Nasser's Gamble brings to life a critical phase in the
modern history of the Middle East. Its compelling analysis of Egypt's fall from
power in the 1960s offers new insights into the decline of Arab nationalism,
exposing the deep historical roots of the Arab Spring of 2011.
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Nasser's Gamble draws on declassified documents from six countries and original material in Arabic,
German, Hebrew, and Russian to present a new understanding of Egypt's disastrous five-year intervention in
Yemen, which Egyptian president Gamal Abdel Nasser later referred to as "my Vietnam." Jesse Ferris argues
that Nasser's attempt to export the Egyptian revolution to Yemen played a decisive role in destabilizing
Egypt's relations with the Cold War powers, tarnishing its image in the Arab world, ruining its economy, and
driving its rulers to instigate the fatal series of missteps that led to war with Israel in 1967.

Viewing the Six Day War as an unintended consequence of the Saudi-Egyptian struggle over Yemen, Ferris
demonstrates that the most important Cold War conflict in the Middle East was not the clash between Israel
and its neighbors. It was the inter-Arab struggle between monarchies and republics over power and
legitimacy. Egypt's defeat in the "Arab Cold War" set the stage for the rise of Saudi Arabia and political
Islam.

Bold and provocative, Nasser's Gamble brings to life a critical phase in the modern history of the Middle
East. Its compelling analysis of Egypt's fall from power in the 1960s offers new insights into the decline of
Arab nationalism, exposing the deep historical roots of the Arab Spring of 2011.
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Editorial Review

Review
Winner of the 2013 Reuven Chaikin Prize, University of Haifa
One of Choice's Outstanding Academic Titles for 2013

"[R]equired reading for those interested in the history of the Middle East."--Laura James, History Today

"Nasser's Gamble draws on an impressive selection of Russian, US and British diplomatic archives, as well
as the Arabic language memoirs of politicians and senior military officials and contemporary press coverage.
The book provides a precise and deeply researched analysis of the conflict."--Richard Phelps, International
Affairs

"[Nasser's Gamble] offers a refreshing new perspective on an understudied topic."--Choice

"In masterly fashion, Ferris explains the consequences of those adventures for Egypt, inter-Arab relations,
the Middle East, and the broad lines of its future development. Reading this book is indeed a most rewarding
experience."--David Sultan, Israel Journal of Foreign Affairs

"Nasser's Gamble makes a definite contribution to our understanding of both modern Egyptian history and
Middle Eastern international relations."--James Jankowski, Bustan

"Ferris's book is an expansion of his PhD dissertation at Princeton, very well written, based on credible
sources not formerly available, and well documented. His bibliographical notes and extensive list of sources
will lead readers to plenty of materials for further investigation."--Daniel Spector, H-Net Reviews

From the Back Cover

"Nasser's Gamble tells the story of Egypt's intervention in Yemen, a venture that was supposed to last weeks
but which dragged on for more than five years before Egyptian troops were finally withdrawn. The point
Ferris makes--and he does it exceptionally well--is that the Yemeni episode bears much of the responsibility
for the decline of Egyptian power in the 1960s."--Adeed Dawisha, author of Iraq: A Political History from
Independence to Occupation

"An engrossing and lively narrative. Ferris has taken advantage of the release of many important Soviet
documents and has also made very extensive use of documents from U.S. and British archives, a host of
memoirs and other sources in Arabic, and some exceedingly useful items in Hebrew. Nasser's Gamble is a
model of how a true international history should be written."--Mark Kramer, Harvard University

About the Author
Jesse Ferris is vice president for strategy at the Israel Democracy Institute and a historian of the modern
Middle East.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Nancy Lowery:

The book Nasser's Gamble: How Intervention in Yemen Caused the Six-Day War and the Decline of
Egyptian Power can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you
want. Why must we leave the good thing like a book Nasser's Gamble: How Intervention in Yemen Caused
the Six-Day War and the Decline of Egyptian Power? A few of you have a different opinion about guide. But
one aim which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along with
your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you can
share all of these. Book Nasser's Gamble: How Intervention in Yemen Caused the Six-Day War and the
Decline of Egyptian Power has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You
can look the enormous world by wide open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Noah Giles:

Exactly why? Because this Nasser's Gamble: How Intervention in Yemen Caused the Six-Day War and the
Decline of Egyptian Power is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap that but
latter it will jolt you with the secret it inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who also
write the book in such remarkable way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining way but
still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you
going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have got such as help
improving your talent and your critical thinking means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were
being you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Robert Lofton:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled Nasser's Gamble: How Intervention in Yemen Caused the Six-Day War and the Decline of Egyptian
Power the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe
unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a book then
become one contact form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get before. The Nasser's
Gamble: How Intervention in Yemen Caused the Six-Day War and the Decline of Egyptian Power giving
you another experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful info for your better
life with this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will
likely be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this
extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Guadalupe Hauser:

The book untitled Nasser's Gamble: How Intervention in Yemen Caused the Six-Day War and the Decline of
Egyptian Power contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains your ex idea with easy
approach. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to



read that. The book was written by famous author. The author will take you in the new time of literary
works. You can read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the
book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-
site in addition to order it. Have a nice read.
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