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From Holbein to Hockney, from Norman Rockwell to Pablo Picasso, from
sixteenth-century Rome to 1980s SoHo, Robert Hughes looks with love,
loathing, warmth, wit and authority at a wide range of art and artists, good, bad,
past and present.
   As art critic for Time magazine, internationally acclaimed for his study of
modern art, The Shock of the New, he is perhaps America’s most widely read and
admired writer on art.  In this book:  nearly a hundred of his finest essays on the
subject.
   For the realism of Thomas Eakins to the Soviet satirists Komar and Melamid,
from Watteau to Willem de Kooning to Susan Rothenberg, here is
Hughes—astute, vivid and uninhibited—on dozens of famous and not-so-famous
artists.  He observes that Caravaggio was “one of the hinges of art history; there
was art before him and art after him, and they were not the same”; he remarks
that Julian Schnabel’s “work is to painting what Stallone’s is to acting”; he calls
John Constable’s Wivenhoe Park “almost the last word on Eden-as-Property”; he
notes how “distorted traces of [Jackson] Pollock lie like genes in art-world
careers that, one might have thought, had nothing to do with his.”  He knows how
Norman Rockwell made a chicken stand still long enough to be painted, and what
Degas said about success (some kinds are indistinguishable from panic).
   Phrasemaker par excellence, Hughes is at the same time an incisive and
profound critic, not only of particular artists, but also of the social context in
which art exists and is traded.  His fresh perceptions of such figures as Andy
Warhol and the French writer Jean Baudrillard are matched in brilliance by his
pungent discussions of the art market—its inflated prices and reputations, its
damage to the public domain of culture.  There is a superb essay on Bernard
Berenson, and another on the strange, tangled case of the Mark Rothko estate. 
And as a finale, Hughes gives us “The SoHoiad,” the mock-epic satire that so
amused and annoyed the art world in the mid-1980s.
   A meteor of a book that enlightens, startles, stimulates and entertains.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Time 's art critic assesses four centuries of Western art.
Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
This collection brings together over 90 essays, many of which have already appeared in major journals.
Hughes considers the Masters, 19th-century art and artists, the Modernist spirit, American and European
painters, and contemporary artists in prose that is historically informative, understandable, witty, and often
opinionated. Perhaps most interesting is Hughes's introduction, a recognition and partial analysis of New
York City's decline as the center of the art world. This well-written, thought-provoking collection will appeal
to most who find art and the art world important and entertaining. Previewed in Prepub Alert, LJ 4/1/90.
- Jean Keleher, Wally Findlay Galleries, Chicago
Copyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc.

About the Author
ROBERT HUGHES was born in Australia in 1938 and has lived in Europe and the United States since
1964.  Since 1970, he has been art critic for Time magazine.  He has twice won the College Art Association’s
F.J. Mather Award for distinguished criticism.  His books include The Art of Australia (1966), Heaven and
Hell in Western Art (1969), and a chronicle of the settlement of Australia, The Fatal Shore (1987).  His study
of modern art, The Shock of the New (1981), is being reissued in an updated edition simultaneously with the
publication of Nothing If Not Critical, Mr. Hughes lives in Manhattan and on Long Island.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Crystal McMullen:

Typically the book Nothing If Not Critical: Selected Essays on Art and Artists will bring you to the new
experience of reading a new book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In case you try to find
new book to study, this book very suited to you. The book Nothing If Not Critical: Selected Essays on Art
and Artists is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so
you can easier to read the book.

Cora Gallien:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own
reader with their story or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they
write about the information about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how
to teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is



this Nothing If Not Critical: Selected Essays on Art and Artists.

Denise Barnhart:

You can obtain this Nothing If Not Critical: Selected Essays on Art and Artists by browse the bookstore or
Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for the
knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by simply written or printed and also can you enjoy this
book by simply e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking from your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your reserve. It is
most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose proper ways
for you.

Lisa Sullivan:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book Nothing If Not Critical: Selected Essays on
Art and Artists to make your personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading proficiency is developing
when you similar to reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the idea about
book and studying especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open a book and study it. Beside
that the book Nothing If Not Critical: Selected Essays on Art and Artists can to be your new friend when
you're experience alone and confuse with what must you're doing of these time.
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