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In 1944, when her brother is overseas fighting in World War II, eleven-year-old
Margaret changes her mind about the school bully, Gordy, after she discovers he
is hiding his own brother, a deserter.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Most WW II homefront novels are unambiguous in their approach to patriots and traitors, allies and enemies.
Hahn's subtle, thought-provoking work, however, proposes the legitimacy of a variety of ethical responses to
critical situations. Margaret's brother Jimmy is overseas fighting, and Margaret and her parents avidly follow
news of Allied advances. She and best friend Elizabeth, united in their dislike of Gordy the bully, slowly
uncover several ominous secrets: Gordy is helping his older brother Stuart, an Army deserter, hide in a
weatherworn shack in the woods; and Gordy's father batters his mother, his siblings and Gordy himself. At
first Margaret and Elizabeth see their discovery of Stuart's shack as a way to "blackmail" Gordy into treating
them decently, but when Stuart falls dangerously ill, the girls feel obliged to help care for him. Soon they
begin to reexamine the standard propaganda about the war. While some of her characters seem anachronistic
and certain developments are unlikely, Hahn succeeds in raising questions as valuable as they are vexing.
Ages 9-12.
Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
Grade 5-8-- The complex arguments for and against pacifism are woven into this involving story of a girl's
experiences on the home front during World War II. Margaret, 11, and her boisterous friend Elizabeth hate
the school bully, Gordy. They discover that a man living in the woods whom they had thought of as crazy is
actually Gordy's gentle brother, who has deserted a war he feels he cannot morally fight. When Stuart nearly
dies of pneumonia, the girls join forces with Gordy to get help and they gain insight into Gordy's difficult life
with his alcoholic, abusive father. Well-drawn characters and a satisfying plot keep this from deteriorating
into a message novel. The issues raised are presented from diverse points of view, and no easy answers are
given. Margaret struggles with her feelings about her brother fighting (and ultimately dying) in a war that
Stuart has deserted. She realizes, however, that Stuart's conscientious objection is not the black-and-white,
coward vs. patriot matter her parents believe it to be. Although clearly set in the '40s with characters that are
true to their time, their problems and feelings are not dated and should interest today's readers. There is
plenty of action and page-turning suspense to please those who want a quick read, but there is much to
ponder and reflect on as well. --Louise L. Sherman, Anna C. Scott School, Leonia, NJ
Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

Hahn succeeds in raising questions that are as valuable as they are vexing Publishers Weekly

Plenty of action and page-turning suspense.
School Library Journal, Starred

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Douglas Henry:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice
by means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for a while is



reading. Yep, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you that Stepping on the Cracks book as
starter and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Karen Nash:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Stepping on the Cracks book is readable by means of you who hate those
straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without
leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer regarding Stepping on the
Cracks content conveys the idea easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the content but it just different as it. So , do you continue to thinking Stepping on the Cracks is
not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Jaime Friend:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story how
the personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Stepping on the Cracks, you can tells your family, friends and also soon about yours guide. Your knowledge
can inspire others, make them reading a reserve.

Robin Lawrence:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but also novel and Stepping on the Cracks or others sources were given
information for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science
reserve was created for teacher or students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to bring their
knowledge. In additional case, beside science publication, any other book likes Stepping on the Cracks to
make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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