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An extraordinary insight into life under one of the world’s most ruthless and
secretive dictatorships – and the story of one woman’s terrifying struggle to
avoid capture/repatriation and guide her family to freedom.

As a child growing up in North Korea, Hyeonseo Lee was one of millions
trapped by a secretive and brutal communist regime. Her home on the border
with China gave her some exposure to the world beyond the confines of the
Hermit Kingdom and, as the famine of the 1990s struck, she began to wonder,
question and to realise that she had been brainwashed her entire life. Given the
repression, poverty and starvation she witnessed surely her country could not be,
as she had been told “the best on the planet”?

Aged seventeen, she decided to escape North Korea. She could not have
imagined that it would be twelve years before she was reunited with her family.

She could not return, since rumours of her escape were spreading, and she and
her family could incur the punishments of the government authorities – involving
imprisonment, torture, and possible public execution. Hyeonseo instead remained
in China and rapidly learned Chinese in an effort to adapt and survive. Twelve
years and two lifetimes later, she would return to the North Korean border in a
daring mission to spirit her mother and brother to South Korea, on one of the
most arduous, costly and dangerous journeys imaginable.

This is the unique story not only of Hyeonseo’s escape from the darkness into the
light, but also of her coming of age, education and the resolve she found to
rebuild her life – not once, but twice – first in China, then in South Korea.
Strong, brave and eloquent, this memoir is a triumph of her remarkable spirit.
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story of one woman’s terrifying struggle to avoid capture/repatriation and guide her family to freedom.

As a child growing up in North Korea, Hyeonseo Lee was one of millions trapped by a secretive and brutal
communist regime. Her home on the border with China gave her some exposure to the world beyond the
confines of the Hermit Kingdom and, as the famine of the 1990s struck, she began to wonder, question and
to realise that she had been brainwashed her entire life. Given the repression, poverty and starvation she
witnessed surely her country could not be, as she had been told “the best on the planet”?

Aged seventeen, she decided to escape North Korea. She could not have imagined that it would be twelve
years before she was reunited with her family.

She could not return, since rumours of her escape were spreading, and she and her family could incur the
punishments of the government authorities – involving imprisonment, torture, and possible public execution.
Hyeonseo instead remained in China and rapidly learned Chinese in an effort to adapt and survive. Twelve
years and two lifetimes later, she would return to the North Korean border in a daring mission to spirit her
mother and brother to South Korea, on one of the most arduous, costly and dangerous journeys imaginable.

This is the unique story not only of Hyeonseo’s escape from the darkness into the light, but also of her
coming of age, education and the resolve she found to rebuild her life – not once, but twice – first in China,
then in South Korea. Strong, brave and eloquent, this memoir is a triumph of her remarkable spirit.
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Editorial Review

Review

‘The most riveting TED talk ever’ Oprah

‘Harrowing’ Wired

‘Hyeonseo Lee brought the human consequences of global inaction on North Korea to the world's doorstep
… Against all odds she escaped, survived, and had the courage to speak out’ Samantha Power, U.S.
representative to the U.N.

‘A sad and beautiful story of a girl who could not even keep her name, yet overcame all with the identity of
what it is to be human’ Jang Jin-sung, author of ‘Dear Leader’

‘Stirring and brave … true, committed, unvarnished and honest. Lee has made her own life the keyhole to the
present, inside and outside of North Korea’ Scotsman

‘Remarkable bravery fluently recounted’ Kirkus

About the Author

Hyeonseo Lee grew up in North Korea but escaped to China in 1997. In 2008, after more than 10 years there,
she came to Seoul, South Korea, where she struggled to adjust to life in the bustling city. Recently graduated
from Hankuk University of Foreign Studies, she has become a regular speaker on the international stage
fostering human rights and awareness of the plight of North Koreans. She is an advocate for fellow refugees,
even helping close relatives leave North Korea. Her TED talk has been viewed nearly 4 million times. She is
married to her American husband Brian Gleason and currently lives in South Korea.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Nyla Gomez:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important for us. The book The Girl with Seven Names has been making you to know about
other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The guide
The Girl with Seven Names is not only giving you much more new information but also to get your friend
when you feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your book. Try to make
relationship with all the book The Girl with Seven Names. You never truly feel lose out for everything in the
event you read some books.



Thomas Carroll:

This book untitled The Girl with Seven Names to be one of several books which best seller in this year, this
is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this kind of
book in the book shop or you can order it by using online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no
reason for your requirements to past this guide from your list.

Bruce Crawford:

This The Girl with Seven Names is great reserve for you because the content that is certainly full of
information for you who have always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This
particular book reveal it facts accurately using great coordinate word or we can say no rambling sentences
inside it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides
straight forward sentences but hard core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having The Girl with
Seven Names in your hand like finding the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous just one. We
can say that no guide that offer you world in ten or fifteen minute right but this guide already do that. So , it
is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt which?

Thomas Palmer:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you
have to do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of
the books in the top list in your reading list is actually The Girl with Seven Names. This book which can be
qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking up and
review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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