
Under the Persimmon Tree

By Suzanne Fisher Staples

Under the Persimmon Tree By Suzanne Fisher Staples

Najmah, a young Afghan girl whose name means "star," suddenly finds herself
alone when her father and older brother are conscripted by the Taliban and her
mother and newborn brother are killed in an air raid. An American woman,
Elaine, whose Islamic name is Nusrat, is also on her own. She waits out the war
in Peshawar, Pakistan, teaching refugee children under the persimmon tree in her
garden while her Afghan doctor husband runs a clinic in Mazar-i-Sharif,
Afghanistan. Najmah's father had always assured her that the stars would take
care of her, just as Nusrat's husband had promised that they would tell Nusrat
where he was and that he was safe. As the two look to the skies for answers, their
fates entwine. Najmah, seeking refuge and hoping to find her father and brother,
begins the perilous journey through the mountains to cross the border into
Pakistan. And Nusrat's persimmon-tree school awaits Najmah's arrival. Together,
they both seek their way home.

Known for her award-winning fiction set in South Asia, Suzanne Fisher Staples
revisits that part of the world in this beautifully written, heartrending novel.

Under the Persimmon Tree is a 2006 Bank Street - Best Children's Book of the
Year.
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Najmah, a young Afghan girl whose name means "star," suddenly finds herself alone when her father and
older brother are conscripted by the Taliban and her mother and newborn brother are killed in an air raid. An
American woman, Elaine, whose Islamic name is Nusrat, is also on her own. She waits out the war in
Peshawar, Pakistan, teaching refugee children under the persimmon tree in her garden while her Afghan
doctor husband runs a clinic in Mazar-i-Sharif, Afghanistan. Najmah's father had always assured her that the
stars would take care of her, just as Nusrat's husband had promised that they would tell Nusrat where he was
and that he was safe. As the two look to the skies for answers, their fates entwine. Najmah, seeking refuge
and hoping to find her father and brother, begins the perilous journey through the mountains to cross the
border into Pakistan. And Nusrat's persimmon-tree school awaits Najmah's arrival. Together, they both seek
their way home.

Known for her award-winning fiction set in South Asia, Suzanne Fisher Staples revisits that part of the world
in this beautifully written, heartrending novel.

Under the Persimmon Tree is a 2006 Bank Street - Best Children's Book of the Year.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Grade 5-8 -When her father and brother are taken by the Taliban and her mother and baby brother are killed
in a bombing raid during the Afghan war in October 2001, Najmah begins an arduous journey across the
border to Peshawar, Pakistan. There, she meets up with an American woman, Nusrat, who has been
conducting a school for refugee children while she waits for her husband, Faiz, who has returned to his
native country to open medical clinics. For most of the story, the narration alternates between Najmah and
Nusrat, allowing readers to see the war's effect on both of their lives. Only when they meet can they come to
terms with their losses and move on. However, readers may feel unsatisfied with the ending. Having cared
for the characters and been involved in their lives, they will want to know what happens to them. The use of
an American allows the author to provide a clearer description of this unfamiliar world, but because Nusrat is
a grown woman, her concerns may be of less interest to readers than those of Najmah, an enterprising and
enormously courageous girl. Still, Staples brings the world of the refugee camp to life. Middle grade readers
and the adults who teach them will welcome this fascinating glimpse into a world about which far too little
has been written.-Kathleen Isaacs, formerly at Edmund Burke School, Washington, DC
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
*Starred Review* Gr. 7-10. In the mountains of northern Afghanistan after 9/11, Najmah watches in horror
as the brutal Taliban kidnap her father and older brother. Will they ever return home? When her mother and
baby brother die in an American air raid, she stops speaking, and, disguised as a boy, makes a perilous
journey to a refugee camp in Pakistan. In a parallel narrative, Nusrat (her American name was Elaine), who
converted to Islam when she met Faiz in New York, has set up a rough school for the refugees. She has had
no news of Faiz, her husband, since he left to establish a clinic in the north. The two stories come together
when Najmah and Nusrat meet in the camp, where they wait in anguish for news of the people they love.
Staples weaves a lot of history and politics into her story (including information about the Taliban's
suppression of women), and she includes a map, a glossary, and brief background notes to give even more
context. But as with her Newbery Honor Book, Shabanu (1989), it's the personal story, not the history, that
compels as it takes readers beyond the modern stereotypes of Muslims as fundamentalist fanatics. There are
no sweet reunions, but there's hope in heartbreaking scenes of kindness and courage. For another book about
post-9/11 Afghanistan, suggest Catherine Stine's Refugees (2004). Hazel Rochman
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

“Staples powerfully and honestly expresses the plight of a civilization caught between terrorists and
American bombs.” ?Publishers Weekly, Starred Review

“As with her Newbery Honor Book, SHABANU (1989), it's the personal story, not the history, that compels
as it takes readers beyond the modern stereotypes of Muslims as fundamentalist fanatics. There's hope in
heartbreaking scenes of kindness and courage.” ?Booklist, Starred Review

“Readers...will welcome this fascinating glimpse into a world about which far too little has been written.”
?School Library Journal

“Staples brings beautiful, war-torn Afghanistan closer in this affecting, eye-opening novel.” ?Kirkus Reviews

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


“The book manages to make the sometimes distant-seeming conflict immediate and vivid to American
readers. A poignant picture of the cost of regional and global turmoil.” ?The Bulletin of the Center for
Children's Books

“Staples's prose is spare yet taut with emotion, creating a rich, powerful story that young readers will devour
and that all school and classroom libraries should stock.” ?VOYA

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sonja Johnson:

Here thing why this Under the Persimmon Tree are different and reputable to be yours. First of all studying a
book is good but it really depends in the content than it which is the content is as delicious as food or not.
Under the Persimmon Tree giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any e-book out
there but there is no publication that similar with Under the Persimmon Tree. It gives you thrill examining
journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is might be
can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your method
home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Under the
Persimmon Tree in e-book can be your substitute.

Jasmine Myers:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Under the Persimmon Tree as your daily
resource information.

David Trudeau:

Precisely why? Because this Under the Persimmon Tree is an unordinary book that the inside of the book
waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you with the secret this inside. Reading this book
adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such remarkable way makes the content interior
easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for
not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of
positive aspects than the other book have such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking way.
So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were being you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Karina McDermott:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make someone



to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better to share.
You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You can
view that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended
to you personally is Under the Persimmon Tree this guide consist a lot of the information with the condition
of this world now. This kind of book was represented how can the world has grown up. The language styles
that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some study when he makes this book.
That is why this book suitable all of you.
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