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Born in Poland in 1810, Chopin emigrated to Vienna at age eighteen—and then
to Paris, where from 1831 to 1849 he would spend almost half of his brief and
tumultuous life. In Paris his extraordinary powers would reach their height and
he would shine among the immensely talented writers, painters, and musicians
who were working there and defining their era. Chopin's other acquaintances
ranged from Rothschild to Marx—and it was here that he began his long and
stormy relationship with the novelist George Sand. In Chopin in Paris—a New
York Times Notable Book—Tad Szulc brings to life this complex, contradictory
genius, and re-creates an unsurpassed epoch of European history, culture, and
music.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Frederic Chopin was in many ways a contradictory figure: a passionately patriotic Pole, he left his country
for good at the age of 21; frail and almost sexless, he was famous for a seven-year love affair with the
novelist George Sand; shy, lonely, and retiring, he was inevitably surrounded by friends and admirers. In
Chopin in Paris, biographer Tad Szulc has produced a dishy account of Chopin's most creative and
tempestuous period, his 18-year sojourn in France. It's also a portrait of a unique time, when musical and
artistic luminaries such as Chopin, Balzac, Hugo, Liszt, Berlioz, Delacroix, and Schumann ran in the same
heady Parisian circles.

What it's not is a detailed study of Chopin's music. The author of critically praised books about Fidel Castro
and Pope John Paul II, Szulc sets out in search of Chopin the man, "the human dimension" he finds missing
in other, more musically oriented biographies. What he finds is not always attractive; tortured through much
of his life by physical and psychological illness, Chopin emerges as an often fussy, distant, manipulative
man, as well as something of a snob. It's a tribute to his genius as a composer, Szulc writes, that he was
befriended by some of the greatest minds of his age, including the larger-than-life figure of George Sand:
"Fryderyk Chopin gave the world a treasure in music. The world gave Chopin a treasure in human beings."
Commendably, Szulc refrains from editorializing about the composer's life and habits, in particular Chopin's
break with Sand. Instead, he allows his wealth of primary sources--including diaries, memoirs, letters, and
Chopin's own brief journal--to speak for themselves.

From Library Journal
Political reporter and biographer Szulc (Fidel, LJ 1/87) based this biography of Chopin's adult years on
correspondence and diaries in Polish and French as well as published sources in several languages. Liberally
supplied quotations add liveliness to the portrait, but because of gaps in the record (many letters were lost or
destroyed) and because Chopin often shielded himself from intimacy with others, emphasis is on Chopin's
public persona and his "times." Szulc concentrates on Chopin's relationships with people, leaving discussions
of his music to other writers. He relies heavily on earlier biographies for assessment of Chopin's character
but makes some speculative judgments of his own, particularly regarding Chopin's sexuality. A supplement
to George Marek and Maria Gordon-Smith's Chopin (LJ 9/15/78), with useful information, journalistically
presented for a general audience.?Bonnie Jo Dopp, Univ. of Maryland Lib., College Park
Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Former New York Times diplomatic correspondent Szulc, author of numerous books on political topics, has
shifted gears with this biography of Chopin. He focuses on the artist's most creative period: his 18 years in
Paris. Szulc has reconstructed Chopin's life through letters from family and his longtime lover, the feminist
writer known as George Sand. Other contributions come from prominent diarists among the expatriate Polish
community in France at the time. What emerges is a detailed and often engrossing picture of Paris at the
height of the romantic era. Szulc expertly reconstructs parties, performances, and holidays featuring the era's
most famous artists--Balzac, Hugo, Berlioz, Lamartine, Liszt, Schumann, Mendelssohn, Bellini, and Rossini.
Szulc notes at the outset that this is a study of Chopin's life, not his music, and sometimes the book suffers
from overly nuanced descriptions of events. In the end, Szulc should be applauded for reanimating a
fascinating composer and a dynamic era. Ted Leventhal

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mark McCarver:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or this for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't would like do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Chopin In Paris:
The Life And Times Of The Romantic Composer. All type of book are you able to see on many resources.
You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Christopher Helland:

The book with title Chopin In Paris: The Life And Times Of The Romantic Composer includes a lot of
information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This specific book
exist new expertise the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world currently.
That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you
in new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read this
anywhere you want.

Jose Jones:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon.
You can see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for
your requirements is Chopin In Paris: The Life And Times Of The Romantic Composer this reserve consist a
lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This book was represented so why is the world
has grown up. The words styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made
some exploration when he makes this book. Here is why this book suited all of you.

Alta Favors:

This Chopin In Paris: The Life And Times Of The Romantic Composer is brand-new way for you who has
curiosity to look for some information given it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you on it
getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Chopin In Paris:
The Life And Times Of The Romantic Composer can be the light food for you because the information
inside this specific book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is
certainly reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in
publication form make them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a
guide especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss the
item! Just read this e-book style for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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