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The seventeen original stories in Defy the Dark, an eerie, mind-bending YA
anthology, could only take place in darkness.
 
Open the pages and discover: A creepy guy who stares too long. The secrets of
the core of the earth. Dreams of other people’s lives. A girl who goes mad in the
darkness. Monsters in Bavaria. A generational spaceship where night doesn’t
exist. And other mysteries and oddities.
 
The contributors to the enthralling collection are: Sarah Rees Brennan, Tessa
Gratton, Rachel Hawkins, Christine Johnson, Valerie Kemp, Malinda Lo, Myra
McEntire, Saundra Mitchell, Sarah Ockler, Jackson Pearce, Aprilynne Pike, Dia
Reeves, Beth Revis, Carrie Ryan, Jon Skovron, Courtney Summers, and Kate
Espy, winner of the Defy the Dark new author contest.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Gr 8 Up-Sixteen established YA authors contribute short stories to this collection, which also includes a
bonus story by the winner of the Defy the Dark New Author Contest, sponsored by HarperTeen and Figment.
Each story takes place either at night or in the dark, which invites a fair share of overtly scary or creepy tales.
In Carrie Ryan's "Almost Normal," a group of teens witnesses a zombie invasion from atop a roller coaster,
and in Rachel Hawkins's urban-legend-inspired "Eyes in the Dark," a teen couple on a romantic interlude in
the woods are hunted by monsters. Some stories are disturbing for other reasons. Sarah Ockler's "The Moth
and the Spider" focuses on a girl writing a suicide note. Others are more sweet than scary, such as Aprilynne
Pike's "Nature," in which a romance blooms in a future society that has strict career paths. In Malinda Lo's
"Ghost Town," a girl gets revenge on a classmate with some ghostly help; Christine Johnson's "Shadowed"
closes with a twist; Tessa Gratton's "This Was Ophelia" explores a courtship between a girl masquerading as
a man and the boy who loves her as her male persona; and Dia Reeves revisits Portero through the eyes of an
outsider in "The Dark Side of the Moon." As with any collection, some selections are stronger than others,
but with contributions that range from frightening to romantic, action-driven to lyrical, there should be
something here for everyone.-Gretchen Kolderup, New York Public Libraryα(c) Copyright 2013. Library
Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

From Booklist
This spirited collection counts on the bewitching, tantalizing qualities of darkness—at night, down a
mineshaft, or artificially manufactured in a spaceship—to set the stage for 17 original short stories by
popular YA authors, including Aprilynne Pike and Beth Revis. Some are of the spooky variety, like Ghost
Town, by Malinda Lo, about a ghost-hunting prank that turns into a real ghost encounter, and others are
sweetly touching, like Saundra Mitchell’s Now Bid Time Return, the story of two teenagers, separated by
centuries, who are brought together thanks to the aurora borealis, some paranormal photography, and a time
portal in Norway. Still others take advantage of familiar legends. Myra McEntire’s Naughty or Nice, for
instance, is the story of two friends falling in love . . . while battling the Krampus. The menace of darkness in
these stories is mostly slight and a little predictable, more campfire shivers than real danger, but that’s
precisely the appeal. Romance, unsurprisingly, flourishes in the dark, and there’s no absence of it here,
either; with only a few notable exceptions, each story has the promise of a happily ever after. Grades 8-12. --
Sarah Hunter

Review
With contributions that range from frightening to romantic, action-driven to lyrical, there should be
something here for everyone. (School Library Journal)

The menace of darkness in these stories is...more campfire shivers than real danger, but that’s precisely the
appeal. (ALA Booklist)

The collection’s range of genres, from science fiction to vampire stories to realism, gives it broad appeal.
(Bulletin of the Center for Children’s Books)

Users Review

From reader reviews:

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Michael Crew:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write
about the ability about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of
them is this Defy the Dark.

Martha Bryant:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity this is look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can
spent all day every day to reading a reserve. The book Defy the Dark it doesn't matter what good to read.
There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. If
you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore easily
to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book provides high
quality.

Elvia Ecklund:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book Defy the Dark was bright colored and of course has
pictures around. As we know that book Defy the Dark has many kinds or style. Start from kids until
adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and feel that you are the
character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy,
fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that.

Brent Campbell:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library or make summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
heart and soul or real their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to
right now there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring
and also can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Defy the Dark can make you experience more interested to read.
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