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Humans are no longer spectators who need to adapt to their natural environment.
Our impact on the earth has caused changes that are outside the range of natural
variability and are equivalent to such major geological disruptions as ice ages.
Some scientists argue that we have entered a new epoch in planetary history: the
Anthropocene. In such an era of planet-wide transformation, we need a new
model for planet-wide environmental politics. In this book, Frank Biermann
proposes "earth system" governance as just such a new paradigm.

Biermann offers both analytical and normative perspectives. He provides detailed
analysis of global environmental politics in terms of five dimensions of effective
governance: agency, particularly agency beyond that of state actors; architecture
of governance, from local to global levels; accountability and legitimacy;
equitable allocation of resources; and adaptiveness of governance systems.
Biermann goes on to offer a wide range of policy proposals for future
environmental governance and a revitalized United Nations, including the
establishment of a World Environment Organization and a UN Sustainable
Development Council, new mechanisms for strengthened representation of civil
society and scientists in global decision making, innovative systems of qualified
majority voting in multilateral negotiations, and novel institutions to protect
those impacted by global change. Drawing on ten years of research, Biermann
formulates earth system governance as an empirical reality and a political
necessity.
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Humans are no longer spectators who need to adapt to their natural environment. Our impact on the earth has
caused changes that are outside the range of natural variability and are equivalent to such major geological
disruptions as ice ages. Some scientists argue that we have entered a new epoch in planetary history: the
Anthropocene. In such an era of planet-wide transformation, we need a new model for planet-wide
environmental politics. In this book, Frank Biermann proposes "earth system" governance as just such a new
paradigm.

Biermann offers both analytical and normative perspectives. He provides detailed analysis of global
environmental politics in terms of five dimensions of effective governance: agency, particularly agency
beyond that of state actors; architecture of governance, from local to global levels; accountability and
legitimacy; equitable allocation of resources; and adaptiveness of governance systems. Biermann goes on to
offer a wide range of policy proposals for future environmental governance and a revitalized United Nations,
including the establishment of a World Environment Organization and a UN Sustainable Development
Council, new mechanisms for strengthened representation of civil society and scientists in global decision
making, innovative systems of qualified majority voting in multilateral negotiations, and novel institutions to
protect those impacted by global change. Drawing on ten years of research, Biermann formulates earth
system governance as an empirical reality and a political necessity.
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Editorial Review

Review

Whether or not the Anthropocene is officially accepted as Earth's new geological epoch, the phenomenon
demands transformative human responses. In this book, one of the world's foremost scholars on institutions
and governance unpacks the implications of the Anthropocene narrative for global-scale governance. A
particular strength of the book is the integration of the scientific underpinning of the Anthropocene with both
analytical and normative approaches to effective governance. This is a must-read for those interested in
where on Earth our increasingly globalized society is going

(Will Steffen, Australian National University)

This remarkable book offers a sweeping overview of the challenges of global environmental governance that
now confront humankind. Biermann has done a great job surveying the complex international landscape, and
detailing his proposals for the comprehensive reform of multilateral environmental institutions.

(James Meadowcroft, School of Public Policy, Carleton University)

Drawing on insights from international relations theory, Frank Biermann's book contributes to a joint
endeavor: the search for new ways to govern the Anthropocene. In taking this new epoch of planetary history
seriously -- that is, accepting that the fine line between humankind and nature is becoming increasingly
blurred -- this book is testimony to the fact that answers must be found beyond individual disciplines. Frank
Biermann should be applauded for building a bridge between people interested in the earth system and
people interested in governance.

(Klaus Töpfer, Institute for Advanced Sustainability Studies, Potsdam)

… there is currently a massive gap between the reality of global environmental governance and the
requirements identified by natural and social scientists who have taken the condition of the earth system
seriously. Biermann has provided a thorough and credible program for starting to bridge that gap. Even those
who do not share his prescriptions will have to grapple with the analysis that underpins them; Earth System
Governance is now a clear and standard reference point, and as such should be required reading for all those
who care about the condition of the earth system and its governance.

(Perspectives on Politics)

… Biermann's examinations of the analytical problems of earth system governance are excellent … Earth
System Governance stands out as the most comprehensive, best integrated, and most advanced review of
earth system governance research to date.

(International Studies Review)



… Frank Biermann's book is an imaginative must-read on the challenges of earth system governance--a book
about a realistic utopianism. It conforms to all central criteria for a seminal academic work: It is theoretically
interesting, empirically relevant, and up-to-date. And what is more, it is also a bibliophilic delight.

(International Journal of Social Economics)

About the Author

Frank Biermann is Professor of Political Science and Environmental Policy Sciences at VU University
Amsterdam and Visiting Professor of Earth System Governance at Lund University. He is the author,
coauthor, or editor of fifteen books, including  Managers of Global Change: The Influence of International
Environmental Bureaucracies (coedited with Bernd Siebenhüner) and Global Environmental Governance
Reconsidered (coedited with Philipp Pattberg), both published by the MIT Press.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

David Lacey:

The ability that you get from Earth System Governance: World Politics in the Anthropocene will be the more
deep you digging the information that hide inside the words the more you get interested in reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Earth System Governance: World Politics in the
Anthropocene giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in certain way that
can be understood by means of anyone who read it because the author of this publication is well-known
enough. This book also makes your vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go
with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this specific Earth System
Governance: World Politics in the Anthropocene instantly.

Carroll Boggess:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject Earth System
Governance: World Politics in the Anthropocene suitable to you? The book was written by popular writer in
this era. The book untitled Earth System Governance: World Politics in the Anthropoceneis the main of
several books that will everyone read now. This book was inspired many men and women in the world.
When you read this e-book you will enter the new shape that you ever know prior to. The author explained
their concept in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to understand the core of this guide. This
book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the
world on this book.

Katie Barry:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach,
or picnic from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different
to fill your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/ holiday.
The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try look for book,



may be the book untitled Earth System Governance: World Politics in the Anthropocene can be fine book to
read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Nila Cobb:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes reading
through, not only science book and also novel and Earth System Governance: World Politics in the
Anthropocene or even others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the good a book,
you feel desire to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher as well as students especially.
Those ebooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In additional case, beside science book, any other
book likes Earth System Governance: World Politics in the Anthropocene to make your spare time a lot more
colorful. Many types of book like this.
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