
Harnessing the Technicolor Rainbow: Color
Design in the 1930s

By Scott Higgins

Harnessing the Technicolor Rainbow: Color Design in the 1930s By Scott
Higgins

Like Dorothy waking up over the rainbow in the Land of Oz, Hollywood
discovered a vivid new world of color in the 1930s. The introduction of three-
color Technicolor technology in 1932 gave filmmakers a powerful tool with
which to guide viewers' attention, punctuate turning points, and express
emotional subtext. Although many producers and filmmakers initially resisted the
use of color, Technicolor designers, led by the legendary Natalie Kalmus,
developed an aesthetic that complemented the classical Hollywood filmmaking
style while still offering innovative novelty. By the end of the 1930s, color in
film was thoroughly harnessed to narrative, and it became elegantly expressive
without threatening the coherence of the film's imaginary world.

Harnessing the Technicolor Rainbow is the first scholarly history of Technicolor
aesthetics and technology, as well as a thoroughgoing analysis of how color
works in film. Scott Higgins draws on extensive primary research and close
analysis of well-known movies, including Becky Sharp, A Star Is Born,
Adventures of Robin Hood, and Gone with the Wind, to show how the
Technicolor films of the 1930s forged enduring conventions for handling color in
popular cinema. He argues that filmmakers and designers rapidly worked through
a series of stylistic modes based on the demonstration, restraint, and integration
of color—and shows how the color conventions developed in the 1930s have
continued to influence filmmaking to the present day. Higgins also formulates a
new vocabulary and a method of analysis for capturing the often-elusive
functions and effects of color that, in turn, open new avenues for the study of
film form and lay a foundation for new work on color in cinema.
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Like Dorothy waking up over the rainbow in the Land of Oz, Hollywood discovered a vivid new world of
color in the 1930s. The introduction of three-color Technicolor technology in 1932 gave filmmakers a
powerful tool with which to guide viewers' attention, punctuate turning points, and express emotional
subtext. Although many producers and filmmakers initially resisted the use of color, Technicolor designers,
led by the legendary Natalie Kalmus, developed an aesthetic that complemented the classical Hollywood
filmmaking style while still offering innovative novelty. By the end of the 1930s, color in film was
thoroughly harnessed to narrative, and it became elegantly expressive without threatening the coherence of
the film's imaginary world.

Harnessing the Technicolor Rainbow is the first scholarly history of Technicolor aesthetics and technology,
as well as a thoroughgoing analysis of how color works in film. Scott Higgins draws on extensive primary
research and close analysis of well-known movies, including Becky Sharp, A Star Is Born, Adventures of
Robin Hood, and Gone with the Wind, to show how the Technicolor films of the 1930s forged enduring
conventions for handling color in popular cinema. He argues that filmmakers and designers rapidly worked
through a series of stylistic modes based on the demonstration, restraint, and integration of color—and shows
how the color conventions developed in the 1930s have continued to influence filmmaking to the present
day. Higgins also formulates a new vocabulary and a method of analysis for capturing the often-elusive
functions and effects of color that, in turn, open new avenues for the study of film form and lay a foundation
for new work on color in cinema.
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Editorial Review

Review
"...an essential volume for anyone interested in how the use of color shapes the films that we make and see."
(American Cinematographer Magazine)

About the Author
Scott Higgins is Associate Professor of Film Studies at Wesleyan University in Middletown, Connecticut.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Randy Scott:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just
watching TV, as well as playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is
look different you can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that
you just read you can spent the whole day to reading a reserve. The book Harnessing the Technicolor
Rainbow: Color Design in the 1930s it is very good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this
book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to bring this
book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from the smart phone. The
price is not too expensive but this book offers high quality.

Kelsey Palermo:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love Harnessing the Technicolor Rainbow: Color
Design in the 1930s, you can enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What
kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its referred
to as reading friends.

Donald Corbett:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Harnessing the Technicolor
Rainbow: Color Design in the 1930s which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's observe.



Michael Espy:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or even make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or real their
passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on
this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this Harnessing the Technicolor Rainbow: Color Design in the 1930s can make you sense more
interested to read.
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