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Medieval science and technology was firmly rooted in Aristotelian explanations
of the physical world. This book begins by introducing the basic concepts of the
classical tradition, and explains how these ideas were promulgated by the ancient
Greeks, preserved and commented on by the great Muslim scholars of the early
middle ages, and finally transmitted to western Europe as that region began to
grow and expand around 1100 C.E. Specific avenues of inquiry such as
astronomy and astrology, optics, chemistry and alchemy, zoology, geography,
and medicine are described on their own terms. Rounding out the work is a
discussion of the many technological innovations of the medieval age, such as
mechanical clocks, firearms, and the blast furnace, that profoundly altered the
course of European and world history. Biographical sketches provide insight into
the lives and accomplishments of 20 men and women, Christian, Muslim, and
pagan, whose works profoundly shaped the era's scientific spirit. Eleven
annotated key primary documents afford a fascinating glimpse into how the best
minds of the time posed their questions and their answers. An annotated timeline,
glossary of terms, several illustrations, and an annotated bibliography round out
the work.

Medieval scientists, or natural philosophers, as they were then called, were
powerfully influenced by the authority of older traditions, including Christianity
and scientific ideas dating back to Plato, Aristotle, and Ptolemy. Yet their respect
for these traditions was balanced by an equal respect for reason and the spirit of
inquiry. Religious faith, far from dampening scientific and technological
innovation, actually buttressed their efforts to understand the natural world as it
was generally taken for granted that knowledge acquired through reason would
harmonize with religious beliefs. While medieval science and technology did not
seek to overthrow the prevailing worldviews of the time, their accomplishments
did lay the groundwork for the scientific revolution and European global
expansion of the early modern age.
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Medieval science and technology was firmly rooted in Aristotelian explanations of the physical world. This
book begins by introducing the basic concepts of the classical tradition, and explains how these ideas were
promulgated by the ancient Greeks, preserved and commented on by the great Muslim scholars of the early
middle ages, and finally transmitted to western Europe as that region began to grow and expand around 1100
C.E. Specific avenues of inquiry such as astronomy and astrology, optics, chemistry and alchemy, zoology,
geography, and medicine are described on their own terms. Rounding out the work is a discussion of the
many technological innovations of the medieval age, such as mechanical clocks, firearms, and the blast
furnace, that profoundly altered the course of European and world history. Biographical sketches provide
insight into the lives and accomplishments of 20 men and women, Christian, Muslim, and pagan, whose
works profoundly shaped the era's scientific spirit. Eleven annotated key primary documents afford a
fascinating glimpse into how the best minds of the time posed their questions and their answers. An
annotated timeline, glossary of terms, several illustrations, and an annotated bibliography round out the
work.

Medieval scientists, or natural philosophers, as they were then called, were powerfully influenced by the
authority of older traditions, including Christianity and scientific ideas dating back to Plato, Aristotle, and
Ptolemy. Yet their respect for these traditions was balanced by an equal respect for reason and the spirit of
inquiry. Religious faith, far from dampening scientific and technological innovation, actually buttressed their
efforts to understand the natural world as it was generally taken for granted that knowledge acquired through
reason would harmonize with religious beliefs. While medieval science and technology did not seek to
overthrow the prevailing worldviews of the time, their accomplishments did lay the groundwork for the
scientific revolution and European global expansion of the early modern age.

Medieval Science and Technology (Greenwood Guides to Historic Events of the Medieval World) By
Elspeth Whitney Bibliography

Sales Rank: #2959712 in Books●

Published on: 2004-10-30●

Original language: English●

Number of items: 1●

Dimensions: 9.21" h x .69" w x 6.14" l, 1.36 pounds●

Binding: Hardcover●

304 pages●



 Download Medieval Science and Technology (Greenwood Guides ...pdf

 Read Online Medieval Science and Technology (Greenwood Guide ...pdf

http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0313325197
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0313325197
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0313325197
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0313325197
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0313325197
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0313325197
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0313325197
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0313325197


Download and Read Free Online Medieval Science and Technology (Greenwood Guides to Historic
Events of the Medieval World) By Elspeth Whitney

Editorial Review

Review
"[S]urveys major changes of the era, examining the nature and methods of medieval inquiry from astronomy
to chemistry and geography, discussing how technological inventions of the times changed world history,
and including biographical sketches of the achievements of 20 selected men and women who contributed
vastly to the changes in Medieval scientific thinking."-MBR Bookwatch/Donovan's Bookshelf

"[W]ould be useful as a very basic course resource or as an introduction to the topic for general audiences.
Recommended. General readers; lower-division undergraduates through graduate students."-Choice

"Medieval Science and Technology is recommended to libraries as a resource of interest to anyone who
wants to know more about the Middle Ages, the development of science and technology, and the background
of the astounding development of the West in the modern era."-Catholic Library World

"ÝW¨ould be useful as a very basic course resource or as an introduction to the topic for general audiences.
Recommended. General readers; lower-division undergraduates through graduate students."-Choice

"ÝS¨urveys major changes of the era, examining the nature and methods of medieval inquiry from
astronomy to chemistry and geography, discussing how technological inventions of the times changed world
history, and including biographical sketches of the achievements of 20 selected men and women who
contributed vastly to the changes in Medieval scientific thinking."-MBR Bookwatch/Donovan's Bookshelf

?[W]ould be useful as a very basic course resource or as an introduction to the topic for general audiences.
Recommended. General readers; lower-division undergraduates through graduate students.?-Choice

?Medieval Science and Technology is recommended to libraries as a resource of interest to anyone who
wants to know more about the Middle Ages, the development of science and technology, and the background
of the astounding development of the West in the modern era.?-Catholic Library World

?[S]urveys major changes of the era, examining the nature and methods of medieval inquiry from astronomy
to chemistry and geography, discussing how technological inventions of the times changed world history,
and including biographical sketches of the achievements of 20 selected men and women who contributed
vastly to the changes in Medieval scientific thinking.?-MBR Bookwatch/Donovan's Bookshelf
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Users Review

From reader reviews:



Shari Yung:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now could
be taking seriously which one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you
obtain the unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for
you. All those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Medieval Science and Technology
(Greenwood Guides to Historic Events of the Medieval World) as your daily resource information.

Dora Campfield:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring someone to imagine the story
how the people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Medieval Science and Technology (Greenwood Guides to Historic Events of the Medieval World), you may
tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make
them reading a book.

Ida Shrout:

Medieval Science and Technology (Greenwood Guides to Historic Events of the Medieval World) can be
one of your beginner books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this guide has
good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
still delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to set every word into pleasure
arrangement in writing Medieval Science and Technology (Greenwood Guides to Historic Events of the
Medieval World) however doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and also based
confirm resource details that maybe you can be among it. This great information can certainly drawn you
into brand-new stage of crucial imagining.

Jennifer Garrison:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library
or to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
heart or real their pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Medieval Science and Technology (Greenwood Guides to Historic Events of the
Medieval World) can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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