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Jewish theatre—plays about and usually by Jews—enters the twenty-first century
with a long and distinguished history. To keep this vibrant tradition alive, the
National Foundation for Jewish Culture established the New Play Commissions
in Jewish Theatre in 1994. The commissions are awarded in an annual
competition. Their goal is to help emerging and established dramatists develop
new works in collaboration with a wide variety of theatres. Since its inception,
the New Play Commissions has contributed support to more than seventy-five
professional productions, staged readings, and workshops.

This anthology brings together nine commissioned plays that have gone on to full
production. Ellen Schiff and Michael Posnick have selected works that reflect
many of the historical and social forces that have shaped contemporary Jewish
experience and defined Jewish identity—among them, surviving the Holocaust,
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, and the lives of newcomers in America, Israel,
and Argentina. Following a foreword by Theodore Bikel, the editors provide
introductory explanations of the New Play Commissions and an overview of
Jewish theatre. The playwrights comment on the genesis of their work and its
production history.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Mainstream readers are encouraged to visit the drama bookshelf to locate this intelligent, probin collection
filled with vivid examples of how dramatic literature can humanize moral and social dilemmas by
embodying them in the personal irritations and intimacies of daily life." (Forward 2006-04-14)

"Nine Contemporary Jewish Plays is a refreshing collection. It refreshes our understanding of contemporary
Jewish theatre. The plays are authentic, challenging, and inspiring." (Leonard Nimoy, film and television
actor)

"This collection of plays is remarkable for its truthful, open-minded, and nonstereotypical depictions of
Jewish life." (Daryl Roth, producer of five Pulitzer Prize-winning plays, including Proof and Wit, as well as
Tony Kushner's Caroline, or Change, and member of the board of directors of the Lincoln Center Theater,
the Sundance Institute, and the LAByrinth Theater Company)

"Nine Contemporary Jewish Plays offers abundant proof that Jewish theatre is not limited to revivals, but is a
field being tilled by many varied and diversely talented playwrights." (Isaiah Sheffer, Artistic Director of
Symphony Space and producer of National Public Radio's Selected Shorts)
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About the Author
ELLEN SCHIFF has written extensively on the depiction of Jews on stage. She is most recently the editor of
Awake and Singing: Six Great American Jewish Plays. She serves as a juror in the New Play Commissions
competition and as advisor to the Global Theatre Initiative in Israel and the Jewish Theatre of Austria. A
veteran member of the Association for Jewish Theatre, she lives in New York City.

MICHAEL POSNICK is Professor and Director of the Department of Dance and Theatre at Manhattanville
College in Purchase, New York. A longtime juror for the New Play Commissions and theatre consultant to
the NFJC, he founded and directed the Mosaic Theatre at the 92nd Street Y. His productions have been seen
at Yale Repertory Theatre, Manhattan Theatre Club, and Lincoln Center. He is a resident of New York City.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Molly Marquis:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book Nine Contemporary Jewish Plays
will make you to become smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about
anything. But some of you think which open or reading a new book make you bored. It's not make you fun.
Why they may be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or ideal book with you?

Dennis James:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read any
book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the entire day to reading
a publication. The book Nine Contemporary Jewish Plays it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of
people who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have
enough space to create this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book
from a smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book provides high quality.

Maria Trussell:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. Among the books
in the top listing in your reading list is definitely Nine Contemporary Jewish Plays. This book which can be
qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking up and review
this reserve you can get many advantages.

Mary Chapa:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but also novel and Nine Contemporary Jewish Plays or maybe
others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel desire to
read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those publications
are helping them to increase their knowledge. In additional case, beside science publication, any other book
likes Nine Contemporary Jewish Plays to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book
like here.
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