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Now in a fourth edition, this bestselling introductory textbook remains the
cornerstone volume for the study of second language acquisition (SLA). Its
chapters have been fully updated, and reorganized where appropriate, to provide
a comprehensive yet accessible overview of the field and its related disciplines.
To reflect current developments, new sections on using learner corpora,
semantics and morphosyntax (within formal approaches to SLA), sociocultural
approaches, gesture, priming research, and chaos theory have been added.
Students will also find expanded discussions of heritage language learning,
bilingualism, pragmatics, and much more.

The redesigned fourth edition of Second Language Acquisition retains the
features that students found useful in the current edition but also provides new
pedagogical tools that encourage students to reflect upon the experiences of
second language learners. As with previous editions, discussion questions and
problems at the end of each chapter help students apply their knowledge, and a
glossary defines and reinforces must-know terminology. This clearly-written,
comprehensive, and current textbook, by expert Sue Gass, is the ideal textbook
for the introductory SLA course in second language studies, applied linguistics,
linguistics, TESOL, and language education programs.
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Now in a fourth edition, this bestselling introductory textbook remains the cornerstone volume for the study
of second language acquisition (SLA). Its chapters have been fully updated, and reorganized where
appropriate, to provide a comprehensive yet accessible overview of the field and its related disciplines. To
reflect current developments, new sections on using learner corpora, semantics and morphosyntax (within
formal approaches to SLA), sociocultural approaches, gesture, priming research, and chaos theory have been
added. Students will also find expanded discussions of heritage language learning, bilingualism, pragmatics,
and much more.

The redesigned fourth edition of Second Language Acquisition retains the features that students found useful
in the current edition but also provides new pedagogical tools that encourage students to reflect upon the
experiences of second language learners. As with previous editions, discussion questions and problems at the
end of each chapter help students apply their knowledge, and a glossary defines and reinforces must-know
terminology. This clearly-written, comprehensive, and current textbook, by expert Sue Gass, is the ideal
textbook for the introductory SLA course in second language studies, applied linguistics, linguistics, TESOL,
and language education programs.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The authors have managed to deliver an excellent updated overview of research in SLA. The
inclusion of actual learner data, in several languages, invites the reader to reflect on methods of
analysis, on hypothesis-building, and on interpretation. By being forced to think as a researcher, the
reader develops an awareness of the multitude of choices that can affect outcomes, and becomes more
critically appreciative of existing work. This is the perfect introduction to the fascinating mysteries of
SLA." – Jean-Marc Dewaele, Birkbeck, University of London, UK

"Those familiar with the previous edition will be pleased with the new, intuitive organization of the
book’s chapters. The content is also updated, and includes valuable new information on learner
corpora, dynamic systems, gestures, psycholinguistic research, study abroad, etc. This book represents
perhaps the best combination of breadth, depth, and accessibility among all current SLA textbooks." –
Scott Jarvis, Associate Professor, Department of Linguistics, Ohio University

"In this updated and expanded fourth edition of Second Language Acquisition, Sue Gass and her co-
authors have provided faculty and students with a first-rate introduction to the field. The coverage is
broad and current, the style accessible, the discussions of theory and research findings balanced and
insightful. Highly recommended." – Mike Long, Professor of SLA, University of Maryland

"The fourth edition of Second Language Acquisition continues to lead the field in textbooks for
generalist SLA courses at the undergraduate and graduate level.It retains SLA’s comprehensive
coverage of the field and its unique work with second language data samples while incorporating
substantial up-to-date additions. New to this edition, the authors include pedagogical devices for
student reflection throughout the chapters, a companion website, and "Points to Remember"
summaries that make it even more accessible to students.This textbook has been required reading in
my SLA courses since 2001, and it is truly gratifying to see how each edition trumps the last with
regard to its value in today’s classroom." – Lucy Pickering, Associate Professor of Applied Linguistics,
Texas A&M Commerce

The updated version of this classic textbook is perhaps the best general introduction to second
language research currently available. It is wide in scope, covering both the history and breadth of the
field, and expertly guides students in their discovery of creativity and systematicity in learner
language.– David Stringer, Associate Professor, Department of Second Language Studies, Indiana
University

"The new edition reflects a comprehensive, well-documented, and updated knowledge in SLA
research. It can serve as an introductory course book for MA/MSc and PhD students in linguistics or
other related fields, as well as an excellent resource book for SLA researchers and L2 instructors." -
System
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Richard Slawson:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Second Language Acquisition: An Introductory Course. Try
to stumble through book Second Language Acquisition: An Introductory Course as your good friend. It
means that it can being your friend when you sense alone and beside that course make you smarter than ever
before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you much more confidence because
you can know almost everything by the book. So , let's make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Michael Burr:

Typically the book Second Language Acquisition: An Introductory Course has a lot info on it. So when you
check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous author. Mcdougal
makes some research previous to write this book. That book very easy to read you can get the point easily
after perusing this book.

James Soltero:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are
there when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever
try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, often the book
you have read will be Second Language Acquisition: An Introductory Course.

Jean Taylor:

This Second Language Acquisition: An Introductory Course is great publication for you because the content
which is full of information for you who have always deal with world and have to make decision every
minute. This particular book reveal it data accurately using great plan word or we can state no rambling



sentences inside it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides you with straight forward sentences but tough core information with splendid delivering sentences.
Having Second Language Acquisition: An Introductory Course in your hand like obtaining the world in your
arm, info in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no publication that offer you world with ten or
fifteen small right but this guide already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic do
you still doubt in which?
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