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The Japanese mafia - known collectively as yakuza - has had an extensive
influence on Japanese society over the past fifty years. Based on extensive
interviews with criminals, police officers, lawyers, journalists, and academics,
this is the first academic analysis in English of Japan's criminal syndicates.

Peter Hill argues that the essential characteristic of Japan's criminal syndicates is
their provision of protection to consumers in Japan's under- and upper-worlds. In
this respect they are analogous to the Sicilian Mafia, and the mafias of Russia,
Hong Kong and the United States. Although the yakuza's protective mafia role
has existed at least since the end of the Second World War, and arguably longer,
their sources of income have not remained constant. The yakuza have undergone
considerable change in their business activities over the last half-century. The
two key factors driving this evolution have been the changes in the legal, and
law-enforcement environment within which these groups must operate, and the
economic opportunities available to them. This first factor demonstrates that the
complex and ambiguous relationship between the yakuza and the state has
always been more than purely symbiotic. With the introduction of the
boryokudan (yakuza) countermeasures law in 1992, the relationship between the
yakuza and the state has become more unambiguously antagonistic. Assessing
the impact of this law is, however, problematic; the contemporaneous bursting of
Japan's economic bubble at the beginning of the 1990s also profoundly and
adversely influenced yakuza sources of income. It is impossible to completely
disentangle the effects of these two events.

By the end of the twentieth century, the outlook for the yakuza was bleak and
offered no short-term prospect of amelioration. More profoundly, state-
expropriation of protection markets formerly dominated by the yakuza suggests
that the longer-term prospects for these groups are bleaker still: no longer,
therefore, need the yakuza be seen as an inevitable and necessary evil.
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The Japanese mafia - known collectively as yakuza - has had an extensive influence on Japanese society over
the past fifty years. Based on extensive interviews with criminals, police officers, lawyers, journalists, and
academics, this is the first academic analysis in English of Japan's criminal syndicates.

Peter Hill argues that the essential characteristic of Japan's criminal syndicates is their provision of
protection to consumers in Japan's under- and upper-worlds. In this respect they are analogous to the Sicilian
Mafia, and the mafias of Russia, Hong Kong and the United States. Although the yakuza's protective mafia
role has existed at least since the end of the Second World War, and arguably longer, their sources of income
have not remained constant. The yakuza have undergone considerable change in their business activities over
the last half-century. The two key factors driving this evolution have been the changes in the legal, and law-
enforcement environment within which these groups must operate, and the economic opportunities available
to them. This first factor demonstrates that the complex and ambiguous relationship between the yakuza and
the state has always been more than purely symbiotic. With the introduction of the boryokudan (yakuza)
countermeasures law in 1992, the relationship between the yakuza and the state has become more
unambiguously antagonistic. Assessing the impact of this law is, however, problematic; the
contemporaneous bursting of Japan's economic bubble at the beginning of the 1990s also profoundly and
adversely influenced yakuza sources of income. It is impossible to completely disentangle the effects of these
two events.

By the end of the twentieth century, the outlook for the yakuza was bleak and offered no short-term prospect
of amelioration. More profoundly, state-expropriation of protection markets formerly dominated by the
yakuza suggests that the longer-term prospects for these groups are bleaker still: no longer, therefore, need
the yakuza be seen as an inevitable and necessary evil.
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Editorial Review

Review

"An exceptional piece of scholarship in an area that has needed such a work for a long time. The book will
appeal to academics from across the disciplines and to policymakers and practitioners interested in the
challenges posed by organized crime."--Journal of Japanese Studies

"A well-researched and authoritative study of the yakuza, the Japanese 'mafia' .... the main storyline is
accessible and fascinating in its details."--Choice

"I cannot recommend this book highly enough to any one with an interest in the interplay of culture, crime,
and law."--The Law and Politics Book Review

"...a well-written and exceptional piece of work in the area of research on Japanese organized crime. ...a
valuable addition to the study of crime and criminal justice in Japan. ...a fine body of fieldwork that required
some considerable fortitude. [Hill] has explored a difficult area of Japanese society that most Japanese
researchers, including myself, might not have the courage to explore."--International Criminal Justice
Review

About the Author
Peter B. E. Hill is at University of Oxford.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jenny Dill:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book The Japanese Mafia: Yakuza, Law, and the
State will make you to be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about every
little thing. But some of you think that will open or reading a book make you bored. It isn't make you fun.
Why they could be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or ideal book with you?



John Wannamaker:

This The Japanese Mafia: Yakuza, Law, and the State book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the
world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book will be information inside this e-book
incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get.
That The Japanese Mafia: Yakuza, Law, and the State without we realize teach the one who reading through
it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't always be worry The Japanese Mafia: Yakuza, Law, and
the State can bring once you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because
you can have it within your lovely laptop even telephone. This The Japanese Mafia: Yakuza, Law, and the
State having very good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Tony Sanford:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book and so.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of new data. When
you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read this The
Japanese Mafia: Yakuza, Law, and the State, you are able to tells your family, friends as well as soon about
yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a reserve.

Natalie Althoff:

This The Japanese Mafia: Yakuza, Law, and the State is great e-book for you because the content that is full
of information for you who else always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. That
book reveal it information accurately using great plan word or we can declare no rambling sentences
included. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you
straight forward sentences but challenging core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having The
Japanese Mafia: Yakuza, Law, and the State in your hand like finding the world in your arm, info in it is not
ridiculous just one. We can say that no guide that offer you world with ten or fifteen small right but this
reserve already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that
will?
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