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For too long, argues Richard Harvey Brown, social scientists have felt forced to
choose between imitating science's empirical methodology and impersonating a
romantic notion of art, the methods of which are seen as primarily a matter of
intuition, interpretation, and opinion. Developing the idea of a "cognitive
aesthetic," Brown shows how both science and art—as well as the human studies
that stand between them—depend on metaphoric thinking as their "logic of
discovery" and may be assessed in terms of such aesthetic criteria of adequacy as
economy, elegance, originality, scope, congruence, and form.

By recognizing this "aesthetic" common ground between science and art, Brown
demonstrates that a fusion can be achieved within the human sciences of these
two principal ideals of knowledge—the scientific or positivist one and the artistic
or intuitive one. A path, then, is opened for creating a knowledge of ourselves
and society which is at once objective and subjective, at once valid scientifically
and significantly humane.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
For too long, argues Brown, social scientists have felt forced to choose between imitating science's empirical
methodology and impersonating a romantic notion of art, the methods of which are seen as primarily a
matter of intuition, interpretation, and opinion. Developing the idea of a 'cognitive aesthetic, ' Brown shows
how both science and art-as well as the human studies that stand between them-depend on metaphoric
thinking as their 'logic of discovery' and may be assessed in terms of such aesthetic criteria of adequacy as
economy, elegance, scope, congruence, and form.

About the Author

Richard Harvey Brown is associate professor of sociology at the University of Maryland and the author of
Structure, Consciousness, and History and Society as Text, the latter published by the University of Chicago
Press.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Philip Kirkpatrick:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible
A Poetic for Sociology: Toward a Logic of Discovery for the Human Sciences? Maybe it is to be best
activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can
more intelligent than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have other opinion?

Ellen McNulty:

Often the book A Poetic for Sociology: Toward a Logic of Discovery for the Human Sciences will bring
someone to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In
case you try to find new book to read, this book very ideal to you. The book A Poetic for Sociology: Toward
a Logic of Discovery for the Human Sciences is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-
book through the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Catherine Stoltenberg:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you read a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but



if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The A
Poetic for Sociology: Toward a Logic of Discovery for the Human Sciences will give you new experience in
examining a book.

William Levitt:

Beside this A Poetic for Sociology: Toward a Logic of Discovery for the Human Sciences in your phone, it
may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you
might got here is fresh through the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an previous people live in
narrow town. It is good thing to have A Poetic for Sociology: Toward a Logic of Discovery for the Human
Sciences because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you often have book but you do
not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in your hand. The
Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to
miss this? Find this book as well as read it from right now!
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