
Classical Literary Criticism (Penguin
Classics)

By Various

Classical Literary Criticism (Penguin Classics) By Various

This anthology brings together core classical texts for understanding literature.
The selections from Plato illustrate the poetic philosopher's surprising exclusion
of poets from his ideal republic. In his response, Poetics, Aristotle draws on the
works of the great Greek playwrights to defend the value of the art. Horace's The
Art of Poetry is a vivid practitioner's guide that promotes a style of poetic
craftsmanship rooted in wisdom, ethical insight, and decorum. Longinus's On the
Sublime explores the nature of inspiration in poetry and prose. This volume is a
work of great value and interest to classicists, students, and writers.

In her Introduction, Penelope Murray compares and contrasts the viewpoints of
these formidable critics as well as their impact on the Western tradition. This
edition also includes a new bibliography and chronology and comprehensive
notes to each of the texts.

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic
literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin
Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and
across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and
contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning
translators.
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This anthology brings together core classical texts for understanding literature. The selections from Plato
illustrate the poetic philosopher's surprising exclusion of poets from his ideal republic. In his response,
Poetics, Aristotle draws on the works of the great Greek playwrights to defend the value of the art. Horace's
The Art of Poetry is a vivid practitioner's guide that promotes a style of poetic craftsmanship rooted in
wisdom, ethical insight, and decorum. Longinus's On the Sublime explores the nature of inspiration in
poetry and prose. This volume is a work of great value and interest to classicists, students, and writers.

In her Introduction, Penelope Murray compares and contrasts the viewpoints of these formidable critics as
well as their impact on the Western tradition. This edition also includes a new bibliography and chronology
and comprehensive notes to each of the texts.

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-
speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best
works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as
up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.
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Editorial Review

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: Greek, Latin

From the Back Cover
This new edition of Classical Literary Criticism contains the landmarks of ancient literary criticism in
accessible and lucid translations.

In her Introduction Penelope Murray shows how many of the most fruitful approaches to understanding
literature in the Western tradition derive from these canonical texts. Plato is often regarded as the most poetic
of the great philosophers, but he mistrusted the god-like power of poets to work on our feelings and famously
banished them from his ideal Republic. Aristotle responded by defending the value of art in his Poetics. His
analysis of tragedy, with its key concepts of mimesis, catharsis and hamartia, has influenced generations of
critics from the Renaissance onwards. Horace's The Art of Poetry is a vivid practitioner's guide that promotes
a style of poetic craftsmanship rooted in wisdom, ethical insight and decorum, while Longinus' remarkable
On the Sublime explores the nature of inspiration in poetry and prose.

This edition also features a new bibliography and chronology as well as comprehensive notes to each of the
texts.

About the Author
Plato (c.427-347BC) - philosopher whose thinking has shaped Western intellectual tradition. Aristotle (384-
322BC) - influential and prolific author of the Ethics and the Politics. Horace (c.65-8BC) - a Latin lyric poet
and satirist. Longinus - an unknown Greek author writing mid 1AD T. S. Dorsch was Professor of English at
the University of Durham. He died in 1991. Penelope Murray is Senior Lecturer in Classics at the University
of Warwick.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Thomas Major:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for us. The book Classical Literary Criticism (Penguin Classics) was
making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is extremely
advantages for you. The reserve Classical Literary Criticism (Penguin Classics) is not only giving you far
more new information but also being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your personal
spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship together with the book Classical Literary Criticism
(Penguin Classics). You never sense lose out for everything when you read some books.

Pauline Lipman:

Do you one among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys



this aren't like that. This Classical Literary Criticism (Penguin Classics) book is readable by you who hate
those straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience
without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer connected with Classical
Literary Criticism (Penguin Classics) content conveys the idea easily to understand by many individuals. The
printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different by means of it. So , do you
continue to thinking Classical Literary Criticism (Penguin Classics) is not loveable to be your top collection
reading book?

Carrie Mathis:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside
the book which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel
happy read one with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual Classical Literary Criticism
(Penguin Classics) is kind of publication which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Irvin Ehlers:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity this is look different you can read any
book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the whole day to reading a
reserve. The book Classical Literary Criticism (Penguin Classics) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of
individuals who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not
have enough space to bring this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book
from the smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book has high quality.
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