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Seminar paper from the year 2004 in the subject Economy - Environment
economics, grade: 1,0 (A), University of Hamburg (Centre for Sea and Climate
Research), course: Seminar Contemporary Environmental Problems, 4 entries in
the bibliography, language: English, abstract: The starting point of Diamond’s
book “Guns, Germs, And Steel” is a question he was asked by an indigenious
New Guinean friend of his called Yali. His question was: “Why is it that you
white people developed so much cargo and brought it to New Guinea, but we
black people had little cargo of our own?”1, adressing the obvious inequality in
wealth and power of today’s world. With his book, Diamond tries to provide an
answer for this question. According to Diamond, the immediate causes for the
inequalities in the world today are to be found in the different stages of
development between the continents as of around A.D. 1500. By that time, only
societies of Eurasia, the landmass that constitutes Asia and Europe, and there
especially the Western Europeans, possessed ocean-going ships, population-
decimating germs, steel weapons, horses usable for warefare, easy spread of
information by an efficient writing system and many other means that come in
handy decimating, subjugating or in some cases even exterminating the originial
inhabitants of other continents. Diamond calls these advantages the proximate
factors of differing developments that led to the inequalities. The book’s title
“Guns, Germs, And Steel” can be understood as a summary of these proximate
causes. In chapter three of his book, Diamond cites as a prominent example of
the inequalities the conquest by the Spaniard Francisco Pizarro and a few
hundred soldiers over the Inca emperor Atahuallpa at Cajamarca/Peru in A.D.
1532. The Spanish got there and won because they possessed the above stated
proximate factors. He then turns the point around and asks why, for instance, the
Native Americans or Aboriginal Australians were not the ones who possessed
these proximate factors and used them to conquer Europe. [...]
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Christina Moss:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
As it is known to us that book is very important usually. The book Critical Summary of Guns, Germs, and
Steel - The Fates of Human Societies by Jared Diamond had been making you to know about other expertise
and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The publication Critical
Summary of Guns, Germs, and Steel - The Fates of Human Societies by Jared Diamond is not only giving
you far more new information but also to be your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your current
spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with all the book Critical Summary of Guns,
Germs, and Steel - The Fates of Human Societies by Jared Diamond. You never feel lose out for everything
when you read some books.

Kathleen Strickland:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice simply
by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading. Yeah,
by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than other is high. To suit your
needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you this Critical Summary of Guns, Germs, and Steel -
The Fates of Human Societies by Jared Diamond book as beginner and daily reading publication. Why,
because this book is more than just a book.

Lisa Potter:

Typically the book Critical Summary of Guns, Germs, and Steel - The Fates of Human Societies by Jared
Diamond has a lot details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The
book was compiled by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research prior to write this book. That
book very easy to read you may get the point easily after scanning this book.

Joel Kiser:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This book Critical Summary of Guns, Germs, and Steel - The Fates of
Human Societies by Jared Diamond was bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we
know that book Critical Summary of Guns, Germs, and Steel - The Fates of Human Societies by Jared
Diamond has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you



can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored,
any it makes you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like
reading which.
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