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A revealing and dramatic chronicle of the twelve months leading up to Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr.'s assassination

Martin Luther King, Jr. died in one of the most shocking assassinations the world
has known, but little is remembered about the life he led in his final year. New
York Times bestselling author and award-winning broadcaster Tavis Smiley
recounts the final 365 days of King's life, revealing the minister's trials and
tribulations -- denunciations by the press, rejection from the president, dismissal
by the country's black middle class and militants, assaults on his character,
ideology, and political tactics, to name a few -- all of which he had to rise above
in order to lead and address the racism, poverty, and militarism that threatened to
destroy our democracy.

Smiley's DEATH OF A KING paints a portrait of a leader and visionary in a
narrative different from all that have come before. Here is an exceptional glimpse
into King's life -- one that adds both nuance and gravitas to his legacy as an
American hero.
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A revealing and dramatic chronicle of the twelve months leading up to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.'s
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Martin Luther King, Jr. died in one of the most shocking assassinations the world has known, but little is
remembered about the life he led in his final year. New York Times bestselling author and award-winning
broadcaster Tavis Smiley recounts the final 365 days of King's life, revealing the minister's trials and
tribulations -- denunciations by the press, rejection from the president, dismissal by the country's black
middle class and militants, assaults on his character, ideology, and political tactics, to name a few -- all of
which he had to rise above in order to lead and address the racism, poverty, and militarism that threatened to
destroy our democracy.

Smiley's DEATH OF A KING paints a portrait of a leader and visionary in a narrative different from all that
have come before. Here is an exceptional glimpse into King's life -- one that adds both nuance and gravitas
to his legacy as an American hero.
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Editorial Review

Review
Winner of the Jessie Redmon Fauset Book Award  "A reverential look at Martin Luther King Jr.'s last
agonizing year that does not disguise the flaws of a saint.... [A] poignant account of King's final struggle. An
eloquent, emotional journey from darkness to light."?Kirkus Reviews

"Tavis Smiley has captured not only the spirit of the movement, but the Spirit of Martin Luther King, Jr. in
his last days. We didn't realize it but he knew he was on his way to Jerusalem, and as much as we tried to
deter him, he fought back."?Andrew Young, former United States Ambassador to the United Nations and
former Mayor of Atlanta

"Death of a King is a fitting climax to a noble saga. It is here adequately told and placed before
history."?Reverend Gardner C. Taylor

A "microscopically focused biography, which trades in both weighty events and the everyday joys of family
life."?Time

"Tavis Smiley has brought forward in his book Death of a King an accounting of the last year Dr. King was
physically with us -- an accounting very much needed. Tavis rightfully emphasizes the error it is to
continually emphasize his martyrdom mostly with no mention of the great work he did. Tavis's book helps
people focus on his work and the spirit with which he worked."?Dorothy F. Cotton, Education Director for
SCLC, the organization led by Dr. King

"Tavis Smiley illuminates the passion and struggle of Martin Luther King Jr.'s last 365 days."?AARP's
Editors' Picks

"One of the most important political voices of his generation."?The Philadelphia Inquirer

"A dramatic retelling of King's final and pivotal year."?Leonard Gill, Memphis Flyer

"Death of a King paints a portrait of a leader and visionary in a revealing and dramatic chronicle of the 12
months leading up to King's assassination."?Nicole M. Robertson, The Oakland Press

"Smiley also serves as the reader for the audio, a factor that gives another level of personalization to the
already gripping narrative. In the introduction, Smiley remembers how when he was growing up, he recited
the speeches of Dr. King in order to "find his own voice." And what a voice it is. Smiley's narration is
smooth, measured, and backed by a rich, authoritative tone that truly adds another level of sentimentality and
familiarity to the audio. Recommended for history buffs and those interested particularly in Dr.
King."?Brian Odom, Booklist

"A must-read.... ... King feels like a real person instead of a larger-than-life caricature."?Kelvin Wade, Daily
Republic

About the Author
Tavis Smiley is the host of PBS's Tavis Smiley and Public Radio International's The Tavis Smiley Show.



Smiley is also the bestselling author of 16 books. He lives in Los Angeles, California.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gary Lewis:

This Death of a King: The Real Story of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.'s Final Year book is not really ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is
information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you read a lot of
information you will get. That Death of a King: The Real Story of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.'s Final Year
without we recognize teach the one who examining it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't end
up being worry Death of a King: The Real Story of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.'s Final Year can bring if you
are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it inside your lovely
laptop even mobile phone. This Death of a King: The Real Story of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.'s Final Year
having very good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not experience uninterested in
reading.

Duane Coley:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Death of a King: The Real Story of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.'s Final Year your mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can be your mind friends.
Imaging every word written in a reserve then become one form conclusion and explanation this maybe you
never get ahead of. The Death of a King: The Real Story of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.'s Final Year giving
you one more experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful facts for your
better life in this particular era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and
mind will probably be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning an activity. Do you want to
try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Michael Yancey:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that need more time
to be go through. Death of a King: The Real Story of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.'s Final Year can be your
answer since it can be read by anyone who have those short extra time problems.

Katie Duffy:

Beside this specific Death of a King: The Real Story of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.'s Final Year in your
phone, it could give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the
knowledge you can got here is fresh from oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an old people live in
narrow town. It is good thing to have Death of a King: The Real Story of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.'s Final



Year because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you sometimes have book but
you don't get what it's all about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this inside your hand. The
Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still
want to miss the item? Find this book as well as read it from currently!
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