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How is it that during a war, one can still find gardens? In the most brutal
environments, on both the home front and the battlefield, they continue to
flourish. Wartime gardens are dramatic examples of what Kenneth I. Helphand
calls “defiant gardens” — gardens created in extreme social, political, economic,
or cultural conditions. Illustrated with archival photos, this remarkable book
examines gardens of war in the 20th century, including extraordinary examples
built behind the trenches in World War I, in the Warsaw and other ghettos during
World War II, and in Japanese-American internment camps, as well as gardens
created by soldiers at their bases and encampments during wars in the Persian
Gulf, Vietnam, and Korea. Winner of the Environmental Design Research
Association award and other honors, Defiant Gardens proves that these man-
made constructs are far more than decorative diversions or simple sanctuaries
from the stresses of daily life.
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How is it that during a war, one can still find gardens? In the most brutal environments, on both the home
front and the battlefield, they continue to flourish. Wartime gardens are dramatic examples of what Kenneth
I. Helphand calls “defiant gardens” — gardens created in extreme social, political, economic, or cultural
conditions. Illustrated with archival photos, this remarkable book examines gardens of war in the 20th
century, including extraordinary examples built behind the trenches in World War I, in the Warsaw and other
ghettos during World War II, and in Japanese-American internment camps, as well as gardens created by
soldiers at their bases and encampments during wars in the Persian Gulf, Vietnam, and Korea. Winner of the
Environmental Design Research Association award and other honors, Defiant Gardens proves that these
man-made constructs are far more than decorative diversions or simple sanctuaries from the stresses of daily
life.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
*Starred Review* Gardens that ignored the rules of nature and gardeners who challenged the laws of man are
vitally united in Helphand's seminal and revelatory study of life during some of the most lethal conflicts of
the twentieth century. From the torturous 475-mile trench line that formed the western front in World War I
to the alien landscapes of the Japanese American internment camps in the U.S. during World War II, the sites
of unfathomable human brutality also gave rise to acts of uplifting horticultural resistance. Whether they
were subsistence vegetable beds improbably tilled beneath barbed wire fences in Nazi-created ghettos or
symbolic topiaries artistically carved from brittle desert sagebrush, each audacious example bears solemn
testimony to the assertive efforts of determined soldiers, POWs, Holocaust victims, and others to vanquish
war's horrors through the spiritually ennobling act of gardening. Helphand's extensively researched history of
gardens in wartime illuminates the grotesque juxtaposition of willful devastation and the astonishing tenacity
required to create life in the face of death.

Carol Haggas
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
"An incredible and deply moving history of the ways in which soldiers and civilians, often in the most
grievous and immiserated circumstances, have created little pockets of horticultural hope throughout the
twentieth century... The photographs alone are extraordinary, but the chronicles of imaginative resistance are
almost beyond belief. (New Statesman)

About the Author
Kenneth I Helphand is a professor of landscape architecture at the University of Oregon. He is the author of
several previous books, and the former editor of Landscape Journal. A fellow of the American Society of
Landscape Architects, he is also an honorary member of the Israel Association of Landscape Architects.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Charles Wright:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that book is
very important for people. The book Defiant Gardens: Making Gardens in Wartime seemed to be making
you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is extremely
advantages for you. The book Defiant Gardens: Making Gardens in Wartime is not only giving you much
more new information but also to become your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own
personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with all the book Defiant Gardens:
Making Gardens in Wartime. You never sense lose out for everything if you read some books.

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Joshua Castillo:

Here thing why that Defiant Gardens: Making Gardens in Wartime are different and trusted to be yours. First
of all reading a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as
scrumptious as food or not. Defiant Gardens: Making Gardens in Wartime giving you information deeper
and different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no reserve that similar with Defiant
Gardens: Making Gardens in Wartime. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your eyes about the
thing which happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. It is easy to bring
everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your approach home by train. For anyone who is having
difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Defiant Gardens: Making Gardens in Wartime in
e-book can be your option.

Kelli Smith:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try look for
book, may be the reserve untitled Defiant Gardens: Making Gardens in Wartime can be great book to read.
May be it might be best activity to you.

Patricia Briggs:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Defiant Gardens: Making Gardens in
Wartime guide written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that can be understand by
anyone who all read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill
only for eliminate your own hunger then you still hesitation Defiant Gardens: Making Gardens in Wartime as
good book not only by the cover but also by content. This is one reserve that can break don't evaluate book
by its protect, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking
at sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.
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