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No one better represents the plight and the conduct of German intellectuals under
Hitler than Werner Heisenberg, whose task it was to build an atomic bomb for
Nazi Germany. The controversy surrounding Heisenberg still rages, because of
the nature of his work and the regime for which it was undertaken. What
precisely did Heisenberg know about the physics of the atomic bomb? How deep
was his loyalty to the German government during the Third Reich? Assuming
that he had been able to build a bomb, would he have been willing? These
questions, the moral and the scientific, are answered by Paul Lawrence Rose with
greater accuracy and breadth of documentation than any other historian has yet
achieved.

Digging deep into the archival record among formerly secret technical reports,
Rose establishes that Heisenberg never overcame certain misconceptions about
nuclear fission, and as a result the German leaders never pushed for atomic
weapons. In fact, Heisenberg never had to face the moral problem of whether he
should design a bomb for the Nazi regime. Only when he and his colleagues were
interned in England and heard about Hiroshima did Heisenberg realize that his
calculations were wrong. He began at once to construct an image of himself as a
"pure" scientist who could have built a bomb but chose to work on reactor design
instead. This was fiction, as Rose demonstrates: in reality, Heisenberg blindly
supported and justified the cause of German victory. The question of why he did,
and why he misrepresented himself afterwards, is answered through Rose's subtle
analysis of German mentality and the scientists' problems of delusion and self-
delusion. This fascinating study is a profound effort to understand one of the
twentieth century's great enigmas.
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No one better represents the plight and the conduct of German intellectuals under Hitler than Werner
Heisenberg, whose task it was to build an atomic bomb for Nazi Germany. The controversy surrounding
Heisenberg still rages, because of the nature of his work and the regime for which it was undertaken. What
precisely did Heisenberg know about the physics of the atomic bomb? How deep was his loyalty to the
German government during the Third Reich? Assuming that he had been able to build a bomb, would he
have been willing? These questions, the moral and the scientific, are answered by Paul Lawrence Rose with
greater accuracy and breadth of documentation than any other historian has yet achieved.

Digging deep into the archival record among formerly secret technical reports, Rose establishes that
Heisenberg never overcame certain misconceptions about nuclear fission, and as a result the German leaders
never pushed for atomic weapons. In fact, Heisenberg never had to face the moral problem of whether he
should design a bomb for the Nazi regime. Only when he and his colleagues were interned in England and
heard about Hiroshima did Heisenberg realize that his calculations were wrong. He began at once to
construct an image of himself as a "pure" scientist who could have built a bomb but chose to work on reactor
design instead. This was fiction, as Rose demonstrates: in reality, Heisenberg blindly supported and justified
the cause of German victory. The question of why he did, and why he misrepresented himself afterwards, is
answered through Rose's subtle analysis of German mentality and the scientists' problems of delusion and
self-delusion. This fascinating study is a profound effort to understand one of the twentieth century's great
enigmas.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Rose (Jewish/European studies, Pennsylvania State Univ.) addresses several important and interrelated
historiographical questions. He analyzes how Heisenberg and other prominent physicists dealt with the moral
issues of working for the Nazis and how Nazi ideology intersected, and influenced, their work. Rose argues
that Heisenberg misunderstood several key physical principles; consequently, Nazi scientists were directed
away from the development of atomic weaponry. Interestingly, Rose uses this information as part of his
analysis of Heisenberg's postwar "confessions," in which the scientist described himself not only as apolitical
but claimed he never intended to build an atomic bomb. Rose concludes that Heisenberg was attempting to
cloud his support of the Nazi state, much as Albert Speer did when he claimed to be an apolitical technocrat.
A fascinating book, but not for beginners; recommended for specialized collections on the history of science
and modern intellectual history.?Frederic Krome, Jacob Rader Marcus Ctr. of the American Jewish Archives,
Cincinnati
Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Of the controversies surrounding the dawn of the atomic age, ranking near the top is the matter of Werner
Heisenberg and his team's failure to put a bomb in Hitler's hands. Two principal explanations exist. One
view, presented in Thomas Powers' Heisenberg's War (1993), is that Heisenberg hindered research, and, in
any event, was not ordered to go all out for the bomb; Rose adopts the opposing contention that Heisenberg
failed not because of moral compunctions but because he miscalculated the moderator required by a
plutonium-producing reactor and the critical mass for a U235 bomb. That Rose spitefully condemns Powers'
popular book as "entirely bogus" indicates the passion he brings to arraigning Heisenberg and his historical
defense; and on bomb technology, the strictly technical side, Rose bests Powers. However, his attempted
clinching of the argument by digressions into German patriotism and Heisenberg's mindset is too speculative
to be convincing. Deeply researched scholarship for serious students. Gilbert Taylor

From Kirkus Reviews
bomb. Here is a close-up look at that failed attempt. Rose (Modern European History/Penn State Univ.;
Wagner: Race and Resolution, 1992, etc.) focuses his study on Werner Heisenberg, leader of the German A-
bomb project. One of the giants of modern physics, Heisenberg remained in Germany despite his differences
with Nazism (he never joined the party and defended ``Jewish physics,''i.e., Einstein's work, when the Nazis
denounced it), heading a project that he must have known had the potential to insure German victory. Rose
argues that Heisenberg's actions, including his failure to make a fundamental determination of the mass of
uranium required to build a bomb, can be understood only in the context of the moral, cultural, and scientific
attitudes of the German scientific establishment. Among these attitudes was a persistent self-delusion,
endemic in German culture from the mid-1800s through the end of the Nazi era. Rose begins with a detailed
critical analysis of Heisenberg's account of the bomb project, drawing on contemporary documents and
subsequent revelations. The books second part examines Heisenberg's fundamental inability to grasp the
principle of an atomic explosive, a failure that ultimately allowed the US Manhattan Project to win the race
for the bomb. This failure has been painted by Heisenberg's apologists as a subterfuge to undercut the
project; Rose finds little reason to grant his subject that escape hatch. Finally, Rose examines the moral
issues of Heisenberg's willingness to work with the Nazi regime, and his postwar accounts of that work,
which the author terms ``historically false and morally corrupt.'' While heavily footnoted for the benefit of an
academic readership, this meticulously detailed and definitive book should also appeal to any reader

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


intrigued by the moral dimension of scientific work. -- Copyright ©1998, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights
reserved.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michelle Saunders:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their story
or even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the data
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their skill in
writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them is this Heisenberg and
the Nazi Atomic Bomb Project, 1939-1945: A Study in German Culture.

Isaias McGee:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get great deal
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are there when
the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual book you
have read is usually Heisenberg and the Nazi Atomic Bomb Project, 1939-1945: A Study in German Culture.

Patricia Dennis:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared with
can satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that need more time
to be study. Heisenberg and the Nazi Atomic Bomb Project, 1939-1945: A Study in German Culture can be
your answer given it can be read by you who have those short spare time problems.

Timothy Quintero:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of news. Within
this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just looking for the Heisenberg and the Nazi Atomic Bomb Project, 1939-1945: A Study in German Culture
when you desired it?
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