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Living in abject poverty in post--World War II Japan with her older sister and
brother, thirteen-year-old Yoko bravely bears the taunts of her wealthy
classmates. Then the warehouse they call home is destroyed by fire. Yoko's
sister, Ko, is injured and must be hospitalized, and the siblings' lives become
even more desperate. Bound by ties of love and honor, the family perseveres,
never losing faith that they will be reunited with their beloved father. Then
Yoko's brother, Hideyo is accused of murder. How can Yoko keep this dreadful
secret from Ko, and clear Hideyo's name?
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
PW's starred review praised this fictionalized memoir of a refugee childhood in post-WWII Japan as
"beautifully direct and emotionally honest." Ages 11-up.
Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
Grade 5 Up-In this moving sequel to So Far from the Bamboo Grove (Lothrop, 1986), Yoko Watkins
continues her family saga. In extreme poverty, the Kawashimas-13-year-old Yoko, her 17-year-old sister,
and her 21-year-old brother-struggle to survive as refugees in post-World War II Japan. After a slow start,
this autobiographical novel gains momentum as the young people lose their wretched temporary home and
are accused of burning a warehouse and committing a double murder. With the aid of new friends and
personal aplomb, they find clues that clear their names and lead to the discovery of the true culprits. Along
the way are fascinating details of how they make do and manage to preserve their dignity; the cruelty and
humiliation Yoko endures in school; the interesting friendship they share with a Burakumin (outcast) couple;
and an emotional reunion with their POW father, during which they must tell him that their mother died six
years ago. The style here is a great improvement over the previous book, though some stilted dialogue still
intrudes. The author is at her best in narration, skillfully building suspense and getting readers
sympathetically involved in Yoko's difficulties and triumphs.
John Philbrook, San Francisco Public Library
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Gr. 6-10. In the fictionalized autobiography So Far from the Bamboo Grove (1986), Yoko and her Japanese
family escape from the Communist takeover in North Korea at the end of World War II and finally reach
Kyoto, Japan, only to find themselves unwelcome there. This sequel has the same quiet honesty about
ordinary people caught up in terrible times. Yoko's first-person narrative tells of a once secure middle-class
child now homeless, hungry, and in danger. Mother is dead; 13-year-old Yoko and her older brother and
sister struggle together to survive in Kyoto, scavenging for scraps, working at anything they can find, even
cleaning toilets. Father is a prisoner somewhere; the hope of his return is like a heartbeat in everything they
do. Driven from their warehouse home by fire, they find themselves accused of arson and murder, and they
help the police solve the murder mystery. However, the core of the story is not the big events, but the family
drama and the home the young people make together, whether in a shack or a hospital room. Their loving
bonds are strong, but they're also irritable and nervy. Yoko hates her sister's bossiness, especially the
insistence that Yoko go to school. The school scenes are brutal: the rich students torment Yoko as an
outsider; even when she graduates with top honors, they don't want her in the class photo. Yet Watkins
doesn't indulge in self-pity. Except for some occasional overwriting ("I sighed sadly"), the violent suffering
is treated with restraint, as in the unforgettable vignette of a scarred atom-bomb survivor who dies an outcast.
The climax builds to Father's return, and his homecoming is described with the intense understatement that
characterizes the best parts of this compelling story. Hazel Rochman

Users Review

From reader reviews:

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Daniel Bravo:

Here thing why this kind of My Brother, My Sister, and I are different and reliable to be yours. First of all
looking at a book is good but it depends in the content of it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or
not. My Brother, My Sister, and I giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any book
out there but there is no e-book that similar with My Brother, My Sister, and I. It gives you thrill reading
through journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is
might be can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your
approach home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the
form of My Brother, My Sister, and I in e-book can be your option.

Alma Hillyer:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline My Brother, My
Sister, and I suitable to you? Typically the book was written by famous writer in this era. The book untitled
My Brother, My Sister, and Iis the main of several books which everyone read now. This specific book was
inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new way of measuring that
you ever know ahead of. The author explained their idea in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily
to be aware of the core of this book. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world
now. So you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Angela Babb:

The book untitled My Brother, My Sister, and I is the publication that recommended to you to see. You can
see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to you. The language that writer use to explained
their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of study when write the book, and so the
information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of My Brother, My
Sister, and I from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

William Johnson:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled My
Brother, My Sister, and I the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that
maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a publication
then become one form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get just before. The My Brother,
My Sister, and I giving you another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful
data for your better life in this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern the following is your body
and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a casino game. Do you want
to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?
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