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In four elegant chapters, Robert Alter explains the prismlike radiance created by
the association of three modern masters, Franz Kafka, Walter Benjamin, and
Gershom Scholem. The volume pinpoints the intersections of these divergent
witnesses to the modern condition of doubt, the no-man's-land between
traditional religion and modern secular culture.

Scholem, the devoted Zionist and master historian of Jewish mysticism, and
Benjamin, the Marxist cultural critic, dedicated much of their thought and
correspondence to Kafka, the explorer in fiction of radical alienation. Kafka's
sense of spiritual complexities was an inspiration to both thinkers in their
resistance to the murderous simplification of totalitarian ideology. In Necessary
Angels Alter uncovers a moment when the future of modernism is revealed in its
preoccupation with the past. The angel of the title is first Kafka's: on June 25,
1914, the writer recorded in his diary a dream vision of an angel that turned into
the painted wooden figurehead of a ship. In 1940, at the end of his life, Walter
Benjamin devoted the ninth of his Theses on the Philosophy of History to a
meditation on an angel by the artist Paul Klee, first quoting a poem he had
written on that painting. In Benjamin's vision, the figure from Klee becomes an
angel of history, sucked into the future by the storm of progress, his face looking
back to Eden. Benjamin bequeathed the Klee oil painting to Scholem; it hung in
the living room of Scholem's home on Abarbanel Street in Jerusalem until 1989,
when his widow placed it in the Israel Museum.

Alter's focus on the epiphanic force of memory on these three great modernists
shows with sometimes startling, sometimes prophetic clarity that a complete
break with tradition is not essential to modernism. Necessary Angels itself
continues the necessary discovery of the future in the past.
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In four elegant chapters, Robert Alter explains the prismlike radiance created by the association of three
modern masters, Franz Kafka, Walter Benjamin, and Gershom Scholem. The volume pinpoints the
intersections of these divergent witnesses to the modern condition of doubt, the no-man's-land between
traditional religion and modern secular culture.

Scholem, the devoted Zionist and master historian of Jewish mysticism, and Benjamin, the Marxist cultural
critic, dedicated much of their thought and correspondence to Kafka, the explorer in fiction of radical
alienation. Kafka's sense of spiritual complexities was an inspiration to both thinkers in their resistance to the
murderous simplification of totalitarian ideology. In Necessary Angels Alter uncovers a moment when the
future of modernism is revealed in its preoccupation with the past. The angel of the title is first Kafka's: on
June 25, 1914, the writer recorded in his diary a dream vision of an angel that turned into the painted wooden
figurehead of a ship. In 1940, at the end of his life, Walter Benjamin devoted the ninth of his Theses on the
Philosophy of History to a meditation on an angel by the artist Paul Klee, first quoting a poem he had written
on that painting. In Benjamin's vision, the figure from Klee becomes an angel of history, sucked into the
future by the storm of progress, his face looking back to Eden. Benjamin bequeathed the Klee oil painting to
Scholem; it hung in the living room of Scholem's home on Abarbanel Street in Jerusalem until 1989, when
his widow placed it in the Israel Museum.

Alter's focus on the epiphanic force of memory on these three great modernists shows with sometimes
startling, sometimes prophetic clarity that a complete break with tradition is not essential to modernism.
Necessary Angels itself continues the necessary discovery of the future in the past.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Robert Alter is Professor of Hebrew and Comparative Literature at the University of California, Berkeley.
He is the author of numerous critical works, the most recent of which is the prize-winning book The Art of
Biblical Narrative.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Harold Froelich:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared with can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-book that
need more time to be learn. Necessary Angels: Tradition and Modernity in Kafka, Benjamin, and Scholem
can be your answer because it can be read by you who have those short spare time problems.

Anna Elam:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you study a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, in addition to
soon. The Necessary Angels: Tradition and Modernity in Kafka, Benjamin, and Scholem offer you a new
experience in reading a book.

Gene Kirkland:

This Necessary Angels: Tradition and Modernity in Kafka, Benjamin, and Scholem is completely new way
for you who has interest to look for some information given it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you
upon it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little bit of digest in reading this
Necessary Angels: Tradition and Modernity in Kafka, Benjamin, and Scholem can be the light food for you
because the information inside that book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books build itself in the
form and that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in
publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in
reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So ,
don't miss it! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and knowledge.



Louis Ono:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or even
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's spirit or real
their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Necessary Angels: Tradition and Modernity in Kafka, Benjamin, and
Scholem can make you really feel more interested to read.
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