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Dr. Jane Goodall's revolutionary study of chimpanzees in Tanzania's Gombe
preserve forever altered the very, definition of humanity.Now, in a poignant and
insightful memoir, Jane Goodall explores her extraordinary life and personal
spiritual odyssey, with observations as profound as the knowledge she has
brought back from the forest.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
As a young woman, Jane Goodall was best known for her groundbreaking fieldwork with the chimpanzees of
Gombe, Africa. Goodall's work has always been controversial, mostly because she broke the mold of
research scientist by developing meaningful relationships with her "specimens" and honoring their lives as
she would other humans.

Now at the age of 60, she continues to break the mold of scientist by revealing how her research and
worldwide conservation institutes spring from her childhood callings and adult spiritual convictions. Reason
for Hope is a smoothly written memoir that does not shy away from facing the realities of environmental
destruction, animal abuse, and genocide. But Goodall shares her antidote to the poison of despair with
specific examples of why she has not lost faith. For instance, she shares her spiritual epiphany during a visit
to Auschwitz; her bravery in the face of chimpanzee imprisonment in medical laboratories; and devotes a
whole chapter to individuals, corporations, and countries that are doing the right thing. But most of all
Goodall provides a beautifully written plea for why everyone can and must find a reason for hope. --Gail
Hudson

From Publishers Weekly
The world's most famous, and perhaps most beloved, female scientist has previously related much of her
life's outer journeyAmost notably in In the Shadow of Man and Through a Window, which described her
groundbreaking work with the chimpanzees of Gombe, in Africa. In this marvelous book, however, Goodall
revealsAwith clarity, great passion and purposeAher inner journey. How invigorating it is to read the memoir
of a scientist who proclaims frankly, and in language often infused with power and grace (a nod to Goodall's
coauthor Berman, author of The Journey Home, etc.), an abiding faith in the sacredness of all life. Goodall,
who's 65, covers her entire life here, from her earliest years in England, raised by a strong and loving family,
through her apprenticeship under Louis Leakey and her years at Gombe, to her more recent work as an
activist for environmental causes and animal rights. There are passages that verge on the mystical ("I and the
chimpanzees, the earth and trees and air, seemed to merge, to become one with the spirit power of life
itself"), a scattering of not terrific poems and great swaths of rapturous nature writing. The book's tone is
highly emotional, sometimes sentimental, but Goodall is no naif. A chapter entitled "The Roots of Evil"
describes her shocking discovery of chimps' capacity for cannibalistic attacks on members of their own
community; "Death" details her despair at the suffering and demise of her husband, Derek, from cancer.
Despite the darkness, however, throughout her life's adventuresAand there are enough, in jungle and city, to
make this book viscerally as well as morally thrillingAGoodall has nurtured a fundamental understanding
that goodness can prevail, with each person's help. This is a moving and inspiring book that will be treasured
by all concerned about the fate of the planet and its inhabitants. 16 pp. of b&w photos. Simultaneous Warner
AudioBook; author tour. (Sept.)
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
In her introduction, primatologist Goodall describes how she is frequently asked about the source of her
apparent peace and optimism in the face of environmental destruction and human and animal suffering. She
offers this autobiography as a meditation on how her spiritual beliefs evolved in response to major events of
her lifetime, including her childhood in World War II-era England; early days at Gombe with the
chimpanzees; rearing her only child, Grub; divorce, remarriage, and the loss of her second husband to



cancer; and the turning point in her career when she dedicated herself to the plight of chimpanzees held in
captivity for biomedical research. Throughout, she blends a disarming humility and sense of wonder at the
natural world with a determined belief that humankind is capable of doing better. Occasional
oversimplifications (such as equating dual-income families with child neglect) do not detract from the
overall power of her book. Goodall challenges each of us to become "saints" in order to achieve a new
relationship with nature, each other, and whatever higher power we may call "God." A very thought-
provoking and wonderful read; recommended for all libraries.
-ABeth Clewis Crim, Prince William P.L., VA
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Elinor Russell:

The e-book with title Reason for Hope: A Spiritual Journey has lot of information that you can find out it.
You can get a lot of profit after read this book. That book exist new understanding the information that exist
in this e-book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how
the improvement of the world. That book will bring you with new era of the globalization. You can read the
e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

David Conover:

Reason for Hope: A Spiritual Journey can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in
vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article writer giving
his/her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in writing Reason for Hope: A Spiritual Journey but
doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource information
that maybe you can be among it. This great information can easily drawn you into fresh stage of crucial
imagining.

Mary Brunner:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler to share.
You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You can
observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended
to you personally is Reason for Hope: A Spiritual Journey this guide consist a lot of the information on the
condition of this world now. That book was represented how do the world has grown up. The language styles
that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some exploration when he makes this
book. Honestly, that is why this book appropriate all of you.



Mike Hart:

This Reason for Hope: A Spiritual Journey is completely new way for you who has interest to look for some
information given it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more
you know or you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Reason for Hope: A Spiritual
Journey can be the light food for you because the information inside this particular book is easy to get
through anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yes I mean in
the e-book application form. People who think that in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy
this e-book is the answer. So there is no in reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book variety for your
better life in addition to knowledge.
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