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This study of police governance draws on over ninety interviews conducted with
Argentine police officers. In Argentina, a rising fear of crime has led to the
politics of Seguridad, a concept that amalgamates personal safety with state
security. As a new governing rationale, Seguridad is strengthening forms of
police intervention that weaken the democracy. As they target crime, the police
have the power to deny rights, deciding whether an individual is a citizen or a
criminal suspect - the latter often being attributed to members of vulnerable
groups.

This study brings together key issues of governance that involve the police,
democracy, and the quality of citizenship. It sheds light on how the police act as
gatekeepers of citizenship and administrators of rights and law. Here, the rhetoric
of Seguridad is seen as an ideological framework that masks inequality and
unites "good" citizens.

Seguridad shows how police practices should be part of our understanding of
regimes and will appeal to anyone concerned with security forces, as well as
researchers in democratic theory and Latin American politics.
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This study of police governance draws on over ninety interviews conducted with Argentine police officers.
In Argentina, a rising fear of crime has led to the politics of Seguridad, a concept that amalgamates personal
safety with state security. As a new governing rationale, Seguridad is strengthening forms of police
intervention that weaken the democracy. As they target crime, the police have the power to deny rights,
deciding whether an individual is a citizen or a criminal suspect - the latter often being attributed to members
of vulnerable groups.

This study brings together key issues of governance that involve the police, democracy, and the quality of
citizenship. It sheds light on how the police act as gatekeepers of citizenship and administrators of rights and
law. Here, the rhetoric of Seguridad is seen as an ideological framework that masks inequality and unites
"good" citizens.

Seguridad shows how police practices should be part of our understanding of regimes and will appeal to
anyone concerned with security forces, as well as researchers in democratic theory and Latin American
politics.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This is a rich and evocative book that makes a significant contribution to police studies, regime theory, and,
more broadly, political theory. The work deepens our understanding of policing as a form of governance, as
the manifestation of the state at the ground level; police possess kingly prerogatives, the author argues,
including the power of life and death. Seri shows how police act as gatekeepers of citizenship and
administrators of rights and law--if they determine one is worthy--and how the rhetoric of seguridad is in
essence an ideological framework that masks inequality and unites "decent" citizens. The author challenges
mainstream perspectives of "democratic policing," questioning the assumption that police in democracies
naturally act in lawful ways, and suggests a deep incompatibility between policing and democratic
functioning. -- J. Patrice McSherry, Professor of Political Science, Long Island University "Building from a
series of interviews with police agents, Seri's book expands into an analysis of contemporary politics in
Argentina and, from there, a fully-fledged critique of seguridad. Insightful and incisive, powerful and
provocative, this book is a major contribution to our understanding of police power, the logic of sovereignty
and the violence performed in the name of security." -Mark NeocleousProfessor of the Critique of Political
Economy Brunel University, UK "Demonstrating how crime fears--often forged through a relationship
between the media and politics--Guillermina Seri's carefully researched, Seguirdad: Crime, Police Power,
and Democracy in Argentina, demonstrates brilliantly how police, as "the state's capillary arms," assist in
making an unequal and fragmented society appear to be 'democratically' governed." Martha K. Huggins,
author of Political Policing (Duke) and Violence Workers (U, of California)

About the Author

Guillermina Seri is Assistant Professor in the Department of Political Science at Union College, NY, USA.
She has contributed chapters to several books, including State Violence and Genocide in Latin America
(2009). She is the co-editor with Eduardo Estévez of the upcoming collected work, Studying the Police from
Contemporary Latin America.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Paula Mendoza:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time
to take a move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible
Seguridad: Crime, Police Power, and Democracy in Argentina? Maybe it is to become best activity for you.
You already know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than
before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have various other opinion?



Lauren Joseph:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time? What did
you do? Everybody has many questions above. They must answer that question since just their can do this. It
said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on
guardería until university need this particular Seguridad: Crime, Police Power, and Democracy in Argentina
to read.

Hazel Mishler:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading routine give you lot
of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book this improve
your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of book you read, if you want have
more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel happy read one having theme for
entertaining including comic or novel. The Seguridad: Crime, Police Power, and Democracy in Argentina is
kind of reserve which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Edward Knudsen:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot
of information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the data
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of them is this
Seguridad: Crime, Police Power, and Democracy in Argentina.
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