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Twins Crystal and Amber have the same goal: to be the first in their family to
graduate high school and make something of their lives. When one gets pregnant
during their junior year, they promise to raise the baby together. It’s not easy, but
between their after-school jobs, they’ re scraping by.

Crystal’ s grades catch the attention of the new guidance counselor, who tells
her about a college that offers a degree in automotive restoration, perfect for the
car buff sheis. When she secretly applies—and gets in—new opportunities
threaten their once-certain plans, and Crystal must make a choice: follow her
dreams or stay behind and honor the promise she made to her sister.
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Twins Crystal and Amber have the same goal: to be the first in their family to graduate high school and make
something of their lives. When one gets pregnant during their junior year, they promise to raise the baby
together. It s not easy, but between their after-school jobs, they’re scraping by.

Crystal’ s grades catch the attention of the new guidance counselor, who tells her about a college that
offers a degree in automotive restoration, perfect for the car buff she is. When she secretly applies—and gets
in—new opportunities threaten their once-certain plans, and Crystal must make a choice: follow her dreams
or stay behind and honor the promise she made to her sister.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal

Gr 9 Up—Twin sisters Amber and Crystal want to be the first in their family to graduate from high school,
get better jobs, and move to a safer neighborhood. But when Amber gets pregnant in their junior year, they
decide to become afamily unit to support each other and the baby. At the beginning of their senior year,
Crystal's good grades put her on the radar of the new guidance counselor, who plants the idea that college
isn't out of her reach. Crystal startsto think that there is moreto life than just struggling and that maybe she
can create an even better life for herself and her family. Thisis a good read about a theme not found in many
young adult books; poverty is front and center. It adequately addresses some issues but misses other
important topics that lower-income students deal with while applying for colleges (such as fee waivers). The
twins' push to make a better life for themselves will resonate with some teens. There is atwist that doesn't
seem necessary, but it doesn't detract from the overall plot. VERDICT The subject and the teen's efforts to
succeed make this a good purchase for libraries, especially those looking for realistic fiction that addresses
class disparity.—Faythe Arredondo, Tulare County Library, CA

Review

"Kelly presents arealistic, yet hopeful, portrayal of teen pregnancy... the characters’ strugglesto rise up,
discover their identities, and raise a baby remains emotional and utterly believable."
— Booklist

"...Crystal is asympathetic and original protagonist, and readers hanging in for the possible revelation of
secrets may be pleased to find more than expected.”
—Bulletin

"...the book remains a believable portrait of blue-collar teens struggling to make it work against tough odds."
—Publishers Weekly

"The subject and the teen’ s efforts to succeed make this a good purchase for libraries, especialy those
looking for realistic fiction that addresses class disparity.”
—School Library Journal

"Crystal's struggles with independence and identity are realistic and palpable. Feminist readers in particular
will appreciate this strong young woman who doesn't conform to gender norms."
—Kirkus

“1 loved this book. | wanted to invite Crystal and Amber over to my house where | could make them a nice
dinner and then help them figure out their lives while we enjoyed pie. Speed of Life grabs ahold of your heart
on page one and doesn’'t et go even after you' ve turned the final page.”

—Eileen Cook, author of With Malice

About the Author

JM. Kelly lovesthe rain, which is good because she was born and raised in Portland. She spent her
childhood with her nose in a book, often in the backseat of whatever old car her dad had at the time. She's
worked as an actress, a Minor League Baseball souvenir hawker, Snow White at birthday parties, and various



other not-so-odd jobs. Now she mostly writes novels, but she still dabbles in sketch comedy, nonfiction
articles, and teaching writing to both kids and adults. She wrote and starred in afull-length play, along with
her husband and his guitar.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
George Sanders:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Y ep, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book called Speed of Life? Maybeitis
being best activity for you. Y ou aready know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's
book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have other opinion?

Robert L eggett:

Book is usualy written, printed, or outlined for everything. Y ou can know everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. Aswe know that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Close to
that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve Speed of Life will make you to always be smarter.

Y ou can feel much more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think which
open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they may be thought
like that? Have you trying to find best book or suited book with you?

Irvin Ehlers:

The book Speed of Life can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything
you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a book Speed of Life? Some of you have a different
opinion about publication. But one aim that will book can give many information for us. It is absolutely
proper. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you could
give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Speed of Life has simple shape however, you
know: it has great and massive function for you. Y ou can appearance the enormous world by start and read a
e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Betty Serrano:

Book isto be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important for people. The book Speed of Life has been making you to know about other
knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The guide Speed of
Lifeisnot only giving you far more new information but also to get your friend when you experience bored.
Y ou can spend your current spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with all the book Speed
of Life. You never really feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.
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